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BILL—T1GHT AND AIR ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Mesgage from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to the
modification made by the Council to the
Assembly’s amendment.

BILLS— (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Land Aet Amendment.
2, Dog Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 6.1 pm,

Legislative  Essembly,

Thursday, 16th November, 1928,
PagE

Belect Committes : Industrlaa Asslstanoe Bam'd
extenslon of tlme ... .- 1816
Bills; Dog Act Amendment, 3r. 1816
Land Aci Awmendment, 3R. 1918
Hoapltals, 2R, 1810
Public Eduention Acta Amendment, 2., Com. 1824

Annual Estlmates :  Votes dhcussed—Aborlgim
Figherics, Friendly Socletles, Gaols, Har-
bour and Light, Ifnmlgration, 1napection of
Liquor, Labour Buresu, Lubacy and
1ncbriates, Ohsewntory, slate Chlldmn and
Outdoor Reliel '

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p-m,, and read prayers.

4.30

SELECT COMMITTEE-—INDUSTRIES
AFSISTANCE BOAKD,

On motion Ly Hon, W. €. Angwin, the time
for bringing wp the report of the seleet com-
mittee was extended for a fortnight.

BILIS (2)—THIRD READING.
‘1, Dog Act Amendment,
2, Land Aet Amendment.
Transmitted to the Conneil.

BILI—HOSPITALS.
Seeond Readinz.
Debate resumad from the 31st October.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) [4.35]: T am rather surprised that
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the Government have introduced this Bill
It is pot in necordance with the desire ex-
pressed here st session, and I am confident
it i8 not a measure which is desired by the
publie. The Bill will not havae the effect of
assisting the hospitals, bat will place them
in a worse pomtmn than they are in at pros.
ent, Provision is made for an alteration in
the system of management. The hospitals to-
day, finaneially, are controlled by Govern.
ment officials, and there are different kinds
of hospital management in various parts of
the State. In Perth and Fremantle the hog-
pitals are managed by hoards appointed by
the Government. There are numerous hos-
pitals which arc managed hy the district
medical officers, or were so managed until
quite recently, becausc the other night we
were informed that they are now controlled
by the matrons. Then there are hospitals
nnder management committees elected by
subgcribers. There are different conditions
applying to hospitals. In Government hos-
pitals and in the Fremantle aud Perth Hos-
pitals, the conditions provide that patients
who ecan afford to pay must pay the fees
stipnlated by the board. Tndigent patients
are treated at the expense of the board. In
the hospitals managed by committees, some
permit contributors te receive free medical
attention in return for the amount contri-
bhuted. This applies chiefly to the hospitals
of the goldfields, Kalgoorlie excented, and
also to the hospitals at the timber mills,
where contributions are made for the upkeep
and management of the hospitals. The Gaov-
ernment rarely subsidise, except where they
gubsidise the district medieal officer to a
small extent.

Mr. Stubls: At some hospitals, such as
those at Katanning and Narrogin, the people
are not asked to may a penny.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The boards fix the
fees at such hospitals and charge the people
who arc able to pay, but where hospitals are
subgidizsed by the Government, the subsidy is
paid for the treatment of indigent cases. 1
realige that a number of the patients treatel
in the country may not be residents of the
partienlar distriets in which they are treated,
and that there is no means of obtaining hos-
pital fees in respect of them.

Mr. Underwood: Do you ever pet a fee
from those who have heen educated?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: 1 am not dealing
with edveation now,
Mr. Underwood:
tax for them, too?
Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: The management
of our hospitals uwp to date has bheen fairly
eatisfactory. There have not been many
complaints. The complaints lodged have
come prineipally from those unable to obtain
sufficient funds to carry on the hospitals as
they should be carried on. I do not know of
any cases where the officers of the Govern-
ment, the boards or the eommittees have made
complaints with regard to the management
or control. The only complaints have been on
the score of insufficient funds to earry on

Why not make a special
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the work. This Bill proposes to initiate a
new system of control. It provides for the
fo: mation of a trust. So far as I bave been
able to gather, there is no similar legislation
elsewhere in Australia. In New Zealand
there is a kind of trust or board which con-
trols, in addition {o hospitals, all the charity
work, and that hoard receives the amounts
contributed to the hospitals, the amounts con-
tributed by loeal districts, and also a subsidy
from the Government, The control here pro-
posed in bound to result in additional ex-
penditure. There is no help for it.

Mr. Underwood: No help for it at all

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There is no neces-
sity to alter the existing system of control,
and it should be altered ouly if it can be
shown that the exlstmg system has given
rise to complaints, and is not in accordance
with the desires of the people. The Guvem-
ment could well control the hospitals in the
future as they have done in the past. These
ingtitutions could still remain  under the
Principal Medieal Officer and his staff. The
Colonial Secretary, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, said there was no inten-
tion of increasing the staff and the work
could still be done by the department. The
Biil gives the trust power to appeint a staff.

The Colonial Secretary: I said somec staff
would be necessary to colleet the money.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: And the Miniater
also said that no expense would be attached
to it. The trust will have power to appoint
a staff, and if they do not appmnt a staff,
it will be quite & new experience in this
State.

Hon. P. Collier:
cedents,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know of semi-
Government institutions of which Government
officers formn the official staffs, but there is
additional pay for them, and the same will
apply to the hospitals trust. Members may
rest assured that immediately the trust is
appointed, therc will be officers placed en-
tirely under the trust.

Mr. Underwood: The chairman will bave
as many meetings as he can, becanse he will
be paid for each,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The control of the
hospitals should remain as at present without
incurring any additional charge to the
contributors, the taxpayers, or those who
benefit from the hospitals. We also find that
all hospitals are to be vested in the trust.
Whether it i3 the intention of the Government
to take in the Children’s Hospital or not, 1
eannot say.

Mr. Mann: It is so.

Mr. Broun: They take in everything.

Hon. W, 6. ANGWIN: The Government
have power to _exempt special hospitals. If
the Children's Hospital is vested in the trust,
there may be trouble with the committee re-
sponsible for the erection of that institution.

Mr. Latkam: The same thing will apply to
all assisted hospitals.

And contrary to all pre-
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know that the
Government have assisted in the erection of
several hospitais,

Mr. Mann: This will mean the handing
over of £40,000¢ worth of freehold property.

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: Thers will be a lot
of frechold property handed over to the trust
under the Bill. The measure goes further
than that, for it vests in the trust all hos-
pital reserves which are Class ‘‘A.’’
The purpose of those reserves cannot be
altered without the permission of Parliament,
If the Bill be passed, the power of Parlia-
ment will be handed over to the trust so that
they can dispose of or leave any Class ‘A"’
reserve set aside for hospital purposes,

Mr. Latham: That i3 not nnreasonable, see-
ing that the trust will be relieving the Gov-
crument.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
will have to bring down a Bill to alter the
purpose of any Class ‘‘A’’ rescrve should
they desire to make that alteration.

Hon, P, Collier: The Bill gives the trust
greater power than the Government possess.

[The Deputy Spcaker took the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Parliament has to
be fully satisfied as to the purpose of the re-
serve and the uses to which it is to be put,
before agreeing to the passage of a Bill
altering the purpose of such a reserve. - In
1911 or 1912 a desire was expressed to erect
a sanatorium for fubercular cases in the
National Park. Parliament refused to same-
tion the movement. The National Park was
a Class ‘“A’’ reserve, containing about 10,000
acres. [t was impossible for anything such
as a hospital for tubercular patients to be
ereeted on that reserve without the consent
of Parliament. Although the medical men
congidered the National Park was the best
site for such a purpose, the Glovernment of
the day had to look for another site and
oventually the hespital was erected at Wooro-
loo. The Bill, however, takes away that
power from Parliament and enables the trust
to dispose of a Class ‘“A’’ reserve, The Bill
also deals with the hospital board. Hon. mem-
bers should pay particular attention to the
provigions setting ont how the board is to be
appointed or elected. Instead of carrying out
the desires of the Principal Medieal Officor,
if the Bill be agteed to the desires of the
trust will have to be observed. The British
Medical Association is well represented on
the trust.

Mr. Latham: By only one member.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are to be
three.

The Colonial Secretary:
well represented too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not in proportion.

Mr. Underwood: But why bave a trast at
all? That is what we want to know.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: There will be thres
members of the British Medical Association
—two doctors, besides the Principal Medieal
Officer.

The Colonial Secretary: There are to be
three, who will represent the local authorities

The people are
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On the board, the
same thing applies. One of the greatest Qiffi-
culties I found during the period I adminis-
tered the Health Department arose out of the
Jealousy that existed in the hospitals regard-
ing doetors. There wers many complaints in
eonnection with the Perth Hospital that cer-
tain doctors ecould not get fair play in that
institution and that medical men on the board
uged their influence in certain directions,
while other men, who were giving their ser-
vices free, could not secure the same consider-
ation for their patients as was the case with
those of the doctors on the board. The regult
way that we put cvery doctor off the board
except the Principal Medical Officer. I was
talking to a gentlengn the other day, who
has bad many years expericnce of hospital
administration, and 1 found that the same
trouble had oecurred in Victoria. There they
found it mecessnry to exercise the samc pre-
eaution so ay to pet fair consideration for all
doetors concerned. It will be seen, therefore,
that the doctors are well represented on the
bhoard, which will eonsist of seven members,
four to he eleeted by anbscribers, if any, two
by the local governing authorities, and one
who will be a inzdical practitioner not in re-
evipt of a salary or subsidy from the trust,
We also find in the Bill that the number of
aubseribers regulate the number of members
to be appointed to the board. Tt is provided
that if there are under 25 subscribers there
will be mo representative of that section.
That indieates clearly to me that the Gov-
ernment do not anticipate getting many an-
nuz) subscribers.

The Colonial Secretary: That provision is
1o eucourage more suhseribers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am doubtful
whether it will, The Bill provides that for
under 100 subseribers there will be three re-
presentatives: under 74 svbueribers, two; nn-
der 49, one; and under 25, none. T do not
know 3f this provision js to deal with the
small  districts, but my expericnee goes to
show that it is more likely that a larger num.
her of subgeribers will be secured in the snal
distriets than in the large arcas. The Minis-
ter evidently, therefore, anticipates that there
is a great probability that the number of sub-
seribers will be very small indeed. Tn-
der the present Hospitalas Aet there is
provigion for subseribers electing representa-
tives on the hospital boards if the subseribers
ara sufficient in number.  Although that
provision is there for application to the Perth
and Fremantle hoapitals, there Tave never
bLeen a duffieient number of subscribers to elect
a member of the board. Thus to Qate, this
provision has been a dend letter and the Gov-
crament have had to elect the whele beard.
The same thing will apply in this case. Tt is
provided that the hospital hoard may arrange
for treatment in a hospital if there are funds
ovtside those of the hosrital from which pay-
ment may be made. That is done to-day.
In many country distriets, subseribers to hos-
pital funds are entitled to hospital treatment.
That can only be given, however, where there
is only one doetor in the loeality.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Latham: It is done at Collie, where
there are two doctors.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: That is, if they pay
the hospital fees.

Mr, Wilson: The men pay 1s. a month there.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: That must be a
recent development. The general rule is that
if there is more than one decter in a loeality
they will not allow anyone to secure hospital
treatment free if the doctors coensider the per-
son ecan afford to go to a private hospital or
pay for the necessary attentiom.

Mr. Latbam: This Bill will remedy thst.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No Bill in this
world will remedy it.

Mr. Mullany: That system has broken down
at Collie, Merredin and Albany.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Dr. Pearson was
bhrought to Western Australia as an expert
in children’s disenses. There were many who
desired that their children should be exam-
ined by him and the charges ie econnection
with the consultation were to go to the Child-
ren’s Hospital. The British Medical As-
socigtion, however, said they would not allow
Dy, Pearson to do that, as there were outside
doctors available.  There was a com-
ference with the hospital board, but he was
not permitted to do the work. Of course, in
some cases it was done, but hack door meth-
ods had to be applied witbout the knowledge
of the British Medical Asscciation. In one
cake a man had bheen endeavouring for years
lo have his ehild treated. When Dr. Pearson
camne here Lhis man tried to secure his assist-
anee but ypermission was rvefused. Dr.
T’earson 1id sce the child in the end, That
was prineipally through the infinence of Mr,
Lovekin. The fact remains that we secured
the advice of that gentleman and we got Dr.
Pearsen’s repert.

Ilon. P. Collier: Don’t put them wise to
vour methods!

Hon. W. C. ANGWTXN: The British Medi-
cal Association took the definite stand that
the doetor could not take outside patients
undler the civenmstanees I have outlined.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you mean to asay that
AMr, Lovekin used back-dnor methodst

Ton., W. . ANWIN: I @id not. In this
caize e did o good turn.

Mr. Teesdale: T thought Mr. Lovekin was
sueh a eonstitutional gentleman that he would
not vesort to hack-door methods!

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Doctors give their
servicea free to hospitals, They claim that
patients who can afford to pay should do eo
and should mot he admitted to the hoapital.
The Bill does not provide, ns the Minister im-
plied, that doctors can fo]low their patients
inte tho hospital

Mr. Underwood: It could only apply in
abont five towns, anvhow. Tn each of the
others there is but one doctor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Certainly, there are
not many cases. A friendly society dostor,
if not appointed by the hospital beard, ecould
not follow his patient into a hospital. He
cannot do it to-day in Perth or Fremantle
nrless he be one of the honorary doctors of
the hoapital. There iz no provision in the
Bill for it.
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The Coloninl Secretary: That ig in the case
of intermediate hospitals.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is true the Bill
gives power for the establishment of inter-
mediate hospitals. I am not going to object
to that, because the Government are not a
gocialistic Government, or at all events, so
they eay. Nevertheless, this is another trad-
ing eoncern which they propose to start, in
opposition to the existing private hospitalz.
There is not much likelihood of any intermed-
tate hospital being established in Western Aus-
tralia tor many ycars to come; the doctors
yprefer to send their paticents to private hos-
pitals. I see no improvement in the Bill.
Tnake the position of country hospitals: In a
town where there is but one medical officer—

Mr. Underwooil: There are very few towns
with two,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN; In thosc places the
indigent patients are treated free. The pa-
tient who can afford to pay hospital fees has
to do so, while if he can pay Qoctor’s fees
in addition, he has to pay them. That applies
tn all Government hospitals in the country.
So there are three different classes of hospital
I atients.

Mr, Teesdale: Do you see any prospect of
relief from the annnal eadging? )

Hon, W, C. ANGWTIN: T will deal with that
presently, The Bill is net the Bill desired
by the public. The general public are look-
ing for a Bill which will abolish street cadg-
ing and coatinual begging. The object in
introducing hospital taxation was to do away
with that very cadging. The Bill will not do
that; in fact it provides for additional beg-
ging. To-day any hospital ean appoint an
officer to solicit contributions to the hospital.
The Bill provides that there shall alse be an
advisory board appointed by the Governor.
That board is to have power to collect dona-
tiona for the hospitals, and also for anything
-specially required in the hospitals, So under
the Bill we have additional machinery for
soliciting subscriptions for the hespital.

Mr. Mullany: That is only in certain places.
“That is the intention.

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: The Bill does not
88y 80, We are dealing, mot with intentions,
but with the Bill. The Bill is not in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the Royal
Commigsion on Hoapitals.

The Colonial Secretary: With. slight varia-
tions if is.

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.})

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is provided
on the current Estimates £66,305 for the up-
keep of hoapitals for six months only. That
means that but for the Bill there would have
been provided on the Estimates for the main-
tenance of hospitals for 12 months, £132,610.
Further, in the Property Trust Sales Ae-
count, and in the Fstimates of the Pubhlie
‘Works Department there is provided £11,146
for maintenance and wupkeep of hospitals.
Thus, but for the Bill the Government would
have provided for the maintenance of bos-
titals during the eurrent financial year, an

1619

uggregate sum of £143,756, an amount ap-
provimately the same as that provided last
year. The Royal Commission on Hospitals
calentated that from the proposed tax of a
penoy ir the £ there would he received
£113,000. The Minister told us it would
be about £100,000,

The Colonial Secretary: I said it would re-
lieve Comsolidated Revenue to that extent.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: If the annual sum
necegsary for the hospitals be £143,756, how
can it be gaid that the hospitals will be in
a better position in consequence of a tax
that will realise only £113,000, out of which
all charges and expenses of the hospital trust
will have to be provided?

Mr. Latham: The Royal Commission did
not expect that the Woorcloe Sanatorium
would be brought under the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Still, T have to take
the RBill as it stands. The Royal Commis-
sion said—a point which apparcatly the Gov-
crnment have overlooked—that thia sum might
not be sufficient to carry on the hospitals and,
it not, it should be subsidised from Consoli-
date Revenue. The Government have made
no sanch provision; neither hay the Bill, So
in future the hospitals will have to ecadge some
£30,000 per annum more than in the past.

The Colonial Secretary: There are other
receipts besides the tax. There ars all the
subscrirtions, and the collections from paying
patients.

Flon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: We have all that
at present. When the tax comes into force
there will be greater difficulty than ever in
colleeting subscrintions. The Minister pro-
poses to relieve the hospitals by giving them
throngh the tax much less money than they
are petfing to-day. Is it in aecordance with
the desires of the public that there shall be
greater eadging under the Bill than there has
ever been in the past? Conditions bere are
dissimilar from these in other parts of the
world. We are not blessed with large num-
bers of rieh men prepared to pive endow-
ments to our hospitals. We have only one or
two small endowments, which the Govern-
ment control.  Those endowments are not
taken into consideration in the Estimates.
In the other States and elsewhere in the
world where thcre are gemerous rich men,
the hospitals have been handsomely endowed.
Although we have a few rich men im this
State, only one or two of them have done
anything at all for the hospitala. Twelve
months ago we were told the Bill would be
passed on the New Zealand system. The
new Zealand Act provides that 10s. for every
pound of bequest received by the board, but
in no case to exceed £500 in respect of any
one heqrest; Z4s. for every pound of volun-
tary contributions, and pound for pound on
contributions received by the board from the
loeal authority, shall be paid out of Consoli-
date Revenue. That is the New Zealand
system. Tf the tax were to be in addition
to what would be paid by the Government,
tt certainly would place the hospitals in a
hetter position.
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Mr. Gibson: That is what the Royal Com-
mission intended. ’

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The same subsidy
has been provided for the special institu-
iiong in New Zealand for which collections
arg made. llon. members will see, there-
forc, that the provisions of this Bill are
entirely different. Thia Bill iz going to put
the hospitals into a eondition of bankruptey,
instead of helping them., Not one hospital
in Western Australia will benefit from the
Bill. Even in outback districts, as soon as
the power of control has been taken out of
the hands of thc local cotnmittees, reliance
will be placed entirely on what is fo be got
under this Bill, and contributions will cease.

The Colonial Beerctary : Not in everv
cage.

Hor. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, because the
Eill taokes the hoapital away from the
committee. They will not be able to order
any improvements or alterations except by
permeisgion of the trust.

The Colonial Secrctary :
control is wise,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There cannot be
much uniformity as regards the carrying on
cof hospitals unless there iz money to carry

Uniformity of

them on. Where there is no money, the
hospital will close. What is the present
position? We have in Western Australia

18,445 members of friendly societies, who
are paying to mediecal funds—not benefit
funds, but merely for medieal attendance—
©g. per quarter.

The Minister for Mines: Medical attend-
ance in their homes,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Buat thers are
thousands of young mer paying that con-
tribution, and thousands of others who
never get any medical attendance.

The Mipister for Mines: But the payment
is essentially for medical attendance in the
kome, and not hospital attendance.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill does not
relieve them, because if they go to the
hospital they have {o pay there, and their
own medical officer cannot follow them into
the hospital. 8o far as the hospital is con-
cerned, the position, if this Bill passes, will
be exactly the same as to-day.

Mr. Gibsen: They would go
hospitalg as intermediate patients.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: That would be 30
if intermediate hospitals were established.
The member for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson)
knows better than I do the difficulties which
ensue if an outside doctor enters a public
hospital. The hospital pevple take the stand
that all patients must be treated alike,
and that if an outside doctor comes im,
special  attention will be directed to his
particular patient, the attention of ths
narses heing diverted from indigent ecases.
Those are some of the difficulties of the
yast; of ecourse they may have been removed
by the wave of a magic wand—I cannot
say. If the Minister refers this matter to
his officers, he wili learn that that was the
principal ohjection put up to me agaimat
rermitting doctors to follow their patienta

into the
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into the public hospitals. The medical
benefit societies last year paid for their
medieal attention nearly £23,000. On the
members of those societies the Bill puts a
very heavy tax, And why? Only to relieve
the Government. The object is not to re-
lieve the hospitals, but to relieve the Gov-
ernment,.

Hon, P. Collier: It would be done hotter
be a purely taxation Bill.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the Min-
jater will withdraw the Bill. If the Gavern-
ment want inereased taxatiom, let them
obtain it through the income tax. This Bill
proposes increased taxation, but not suff-
cient to carry on the hospitals. The oniy
point about it is that the money raised
under the measvre is to be earmarked for
hospital purposes., Let hon. members note
what inducements are offered towards the
making of contributions to the hospitala. A
person who in any financial year voluntarily
contributes to the revenue of any public
hospital——

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon,
member i8 in order in reading the clauses
nf the Bill on a second reading.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I understood that
I was not in order when quoting the num-
bers of the clauges. That has been my ex-
perience.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member can
refer to the clauses.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That will do me.
The pesition is that any person who volun-
tarily makes a contribution to a hospital
can deduet that amount from his taxation
return. That is how contributions are asked
tor. Is that assisting the hospitalst?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, because in
most cases the contribution exceeds the
smonnt reeoverable by way of income tax.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
knows very well that if he refers to past
hospital contributions he will find that the
amounis are very small, with the two ex-
ceptions which I have mentioned. In the
cage of very few hogpitals does one see a
man come¢ along with o hundred pounds,
But what I wish to point out js that the
impesition of this taxation will have a
tendeney to put an end to subseriptions.
There is no hospital to-day where the
patients are compelled to contribute. They
do contribute, but most of the contributions
are made in the country, where there is a
fond guaranteeing to the distriet the ser-
vieces of a resident medical officer. A dis-
f1ict medieal officer is appointed with £100
or £200 a year for attending indigeot
patients. The residents of the distriet mect
aud agree to subseribe a certain amount,
say guaranteeing the medical man £600 a
vear, with right of private practice. In a
little while they find that it i3 necessary for
proper medieal treatment to establish a
hospital. Then they appeal to the Govern-
ment for assistance, whieh is gometimes
granted and sometimes not. Thereupon the
residents increase their subseriptions by
paying inte a medical fund, which gives
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them the right to enter the hospital. That
is how the matter is arranged to-day. But
if we compel the people to pay this taxa-
tion, and take out of their hands the con-
trol of the hospital, to the erection of which
they have contributed so much, and bhand
ever the hospital to be worked under the
trust that is to be appointed

Mr, Latham: Tt wili be a local committee.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Bat a local com-
mitree appointed under the Rill, The sub-
scribers if they are over 100 in number get
four representatives. The only thing to he
done with thia Bill is to throw it out. No
member here ¢an move any amendment which
means an increased charge on the Consoli-
dated Revenue.

Mr. Latham: Bnt the Miunister might be
persuaded to do that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No member can
move here, as was done in New Zealand, that
a subsidy should be paid on the contributions.
Private members’ hands are tied in that re-
spect. If the House passes the Bill, the hos-
pitals will be placed in a worse pesition than
they are in to-day, If hon, members desire
to preserve the efficiency of our hospitals, let
them throw out this Bill

Mr. Latham: Would you agree to a Bill
somewhat on the lines recommended by the
Royal Commission?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know, It
all depends. The Government have been
asked whether they cannot do something on
behalf of persons who are econtributing to
friendly societies. They are to-day paying
vory fair sums purely for medical attention.
With this tax on the top of that, they will
pay 1s. per week at the lowest.

Mr. Latham: It amounts to 1s. 6d. or 1s.
9d. now.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T am dealing with
people in the metropolitan area: and 9s. per
quarter amounts to 8d. per week. If a man
i3 earning £4 per week, there is another 44. to
go on. In addition, thousands of people con-
tribute to another fund so that they ecan
obtain hospital attendance i necessary, The
Mipister has be¢n waited cn and asked to
take that matter into consideration.

The Colonial Secretary: But they do not
contribute both to the friemily society and
the hospital fund,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yo,

The Colonial Secretary: No,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Thay will be doing
so under this Bill.

Mr. Mullany: They do not contribute to
the friendly societies and to the hospital
fanda,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They will do ec
under the Bill. The hon. membker knows well
that the Bill sets out that every person must
pay one penny in the £1 of hLis imcome. Then
there are those who contribute to friendly
socictics funds, an amount which ruma into
1s. a week, and in addition there are those
who pay inte a medicat fund. In my opinion
once the Bill is carried it will be made to
operate even more harshly ihan is the ease
to-day in the way of collecting hospital fees.

1621

There are many people who ure in an unfinan-
cial position and are not able to pay their
doctor’s bills or hospital fees, and to whom
at the present time a certain amount of
leniency is shown. Those people will not be
spared under the Bill; they will be summoned
for the amounts they owe. Generally speak-
ing, the Bill i3 one of the worst pieces of
legislation ever introduced into this Cham-
her. If the Government had followed on the
lines of the report of the Royn: Commission,
they would have done much heiter. The ob-
jeet of the Bill first of all ia to relieve the
Government more than the hospitals, and
secondly, it will encourage codging. It will
act detrimentally to the hospilals and will
land them in no time in an unfinancial posi-
tion, even worse than they find themselves
in to-day, and it will giv: them £30,000 a
year less than they are receiving at the pre-
sent time. TIf the Minister does not with-
draw the Bill T hope the llouse will throw
it out on the second reading.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [5.35]: T hope
that the House will agree to the second read-
ing of the Bill and when in (ommittee, make
a number of necesary amendmceunts. It is im-
portant that we should have some legislation
for the control of hospitals owing to the many
anomalies which exist, and also because of the
lack of uniformity so far as control and man-
agement are concerned. I regret that theras
has been in this Bill a wide departure from
the principles contained in the Bill which 1
introduced last session. I regret this, be-
cause when I submitted that Bill to the
House I had particularly in view the control
of the various hospitals in the country amnd
the encouragement of the public generally to
subseribe towards these institutions so as to
relieve the Government of a heavy financial
burden. Economv in adminisiration was an-
other matter which was not lost right of.
Under the Bill we are now considering there
will be very little inducement for the exercise
of economy., We find firat of all a trust is
to bo appointed. Y am not in secord with the
suggested personnel of the trust, nor with
the number who are to constitnte it. If the
trnst be apnointed as sugeested in the Bill,
the result will be to centralise the funds. The
trust will be entitled to do this. The num-
ber, too, will make it cumbersome. It should
be redneced to five. Last year’s Bill contained
a provision for the apnointmsnt of a trust as
well as for the appointment of committees
throughout the State, which commitiees would
manage their own hospitals, s#nd carry out
their own supervision. Districts were to be
set apart for the raiging of funds which were
to be snent on the inetitutions in the districts
concerned. The main contention last year was
the soggestrd method of taxation, and be-
cause of that a select committee was ap-
rointed to inquire inte the best means of
bringing aboud uniformity in that direction.
The committee I think were almost in accord
with the principles which wore set out in
that Bill. and T feel that the committee are
still of that opinion. The method of taxation
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under the first Bill would have ¢ast a8 burden
on a limited number of taxpayers. That
was objected to by some hon. members and
the committee was appointed to inquire
into the matter and suggest a method by
which the taxation might be more evenly
#pread amongst the community. In making
their recommendations the committee have
now centralised the whole of the funds, and
the various local managing bodies will have
practically no say so far as the distribution
of those fuands is concerned. The result will
be that not the same interest will be taken
in the management of our hospitals as was
done formerly. The various committees ¢on.
trolling the different hospitals, more particu-
larly in the metropolitan area, will have at
their command more funds than they asked
for to enable them to bring their hospitals up
to date. Tt will be found algo that many of
the ecommittees in the country districts will
endeavour to cnlarge their hospitals and pro-
vide the best of accommeodation, which is just
ag eesential in the country as it 13 anywhere
clee, and the result will be that instead of the
administration costing £130,000 it wil), in the
short period of two or three years run imto
£200,000 or £300,000, and provision will have
to be made for that sumn to be raised. In my
opinion there is nothing in the Bill that will
induce economies. I do not wish to infer that
our hospitals should be stinted. They should
he provided with all those faeilities that are
cssential, but at the same time every ecopomy
should be praciised. Under the Bill submit-
ted last year this wonld have been brought
about because the loeal hodies were made re-
sponsible for raising the necessary revenue
and imposing a tax. Then if the board did
not give satisfaction and were lavish in their
expenditure, there was power to turn them
nut and to put others in their place, Pro-
vigion was also made for the subsidising of
bequests or donations.
provision in the present Bill. The Colonial

Secretary will get very little under this meas-
" ure so far as donations are concerned beeause
the man who i3 paying the tax for the main-
tenance of hospitals, will not give anything
voluntarily.

Mr. Multany: The Bill will make many pay
who in the past never thought of paying.

Mr. BROUN: It may be said that the pre-
sent Bill contains a eclause which provides
that where any taxpayer who is contributing
towards the vpkeep of hospitals makes a do-
nation, whatever it may be, if it be larger
than the amount of the tax, or if it be lower
than what he would have to pay by way of
taxation, he will be eredited with that amount.

Mr. Latham: He ““may’’ be.

Mr, BROUN: This will not be much of an
inducement except in one direction.  Those
who framed the measure have entirely over-
looked the fact that by including that pro-
viso in the Bill the Government will lose com-
plete control in certain districts, beranse the
trust may refund that amount, and if they
do they will find that 2 large number in a

There ig no such’
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distriet will say ‘I will give my contribu-
tion by way of a donation instead of by way
of & direct tax.’” This will be with the ob-
ject of preventing the contribution from going
into the hands of the trust who perhaps,
might uss it for a metropolitan hoapital, In
that way the trust will lose control. Under
tke former Bill the arrangement contained in
it would have gone a long way towards assist-
ing the local committees in establishing mater-
nity homes which arc so essential im country
distriets. There was also a provision by
which money could be raised and utilised
for the building and maintenance of such
hoapitals. There is no such provision in the
Bill. Wherever a donation was made towarda
the building of a hospital, the amount was
subgidised by the Government, Provision was
also made for the subsidising of suma col-
lected in the hospitals, which encouraged acti-
vity on the part of the committees. The
greater the amount collected by way of fees,
the greater would be the amount of subgidy
received. 'There is no such provision in this
Bill. It is proposed that the trust shall sub-
sidise any moneys raised for the building of
a hospital, but would such & subsidy come out
of the trust funds or out of the Congolidated
Revenue? If it i3 going to come out of the
trust funds——

Mr. Latham: It will ¢come out of the trust
funda.

Mr. BROUN: Then it will be of no assist-
ance, because it i3 of no use raising such
money by taxing the people, That point
should be made clear. Tf a taxzpayer made &
lonation to a hospital building, would the
amount of tax for which he was liable he
reduced to that extent?

The Colonial Secretary: It would apply
ouly to the particular year. The Bill is not
elear on that, but I take it that is the in-
tention,

Mr. BROUN: The Bill should Le made
clear. Again, there is no provision for any
appeal. Whatever the trust decide will he

mandatory. There shonld be an appeal to the
Minister.

The Colonial Secretary: The Minister will
have the power to veto,

Mr, BROUN: Quite so, hut any committee
should be ahle to appeal against a decision of
the trust. No provision has been made for
taking over the liahilitics of any hospital or
board atthough the trust ia to be empowerel
to take over the properties. T assume that
the trust would take over any liabilities alsu,
but that point should be made clear. The Bilt
of lagt year provided that certain hoapitals
shonld not come under the measure, hut this
Bill will cmbrace all bospitals exeept those
mentioned in Part XT. of the Health Aet.
Thus, the money required for the Wooroloo
Sanatorium will be provided ount of direet
taxation.

My, Latham:
Peace.

The Colonial Secretary: There is mo pro-
vision for the Home of Peace.

The satte with the Home of
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Mr. BROUN: Those institutions were ex-
empted last year and the Woorolos Sana-
torium at least should be exempted from this
measure. The money required for that in-
stitution should come out of Consolidated
Hevenue and not out of this taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: That is surely not the
subject of a special tax, but a State-wide
obligation,

Mr. BROUN: <Certainly. The infeetions
hospitals also will be breught under this Bill,
and money will be provided from the trust
tunds for their maintenance. Infectious hos-
pitals, however, are subsidised to a certain
exient, by the Commonwealth Govegnment
ared they, too, should be eliminated from the
operations of this measure.  The public
should not be taxed directly for these imsti-
tutions. The old Bill stipulated that every
committee should have sole control of its
hospital. There was to be a matron in charge
and any doctor eould follow his patients into
the hospital. This has been done in several
cases. Only in the Government hospitals
does it not apply. The committec were to
have sole control of the management of their
hospital and of the money raised to maintain
the hospital, and any hospital receiving n
patient belonging to another distriet was fo
be reimbursed by that district. Consequently,
there would have been no ecadging and no
reason why people should slip out of their
own distriet and seck treatment in the hos-
pital of another district. As regards the
raising of revenune, a certain amonnt of hard-
ship will result, particularly in some of the
coldfields districts, because of the insuffici-
eney of people and wealth to provide the funds
necesaary for the hospitals. This eould have
been overeome Dby a slight amendment pro-
viding for a special subsidy for suel dis-
triets or a small tax imposed upon other dis-
tricts, so that the amount ncecssary for these
isolated distriets wonld have been avnilable, T
regret that there is not provision for differ-
ent districts without amy trust at all.  The
whole of the hospitals could have been Jeft
under the control of the Minister and of the
P.M.O. and the committees would have man-
aged them and raised the requisite funds.
TUnder this system the administration would
have been much more economienl and effieient,
and all the facilities required could have
been provided.

Mr. Latham: Some parts of youwr district
wenld have been starved.

Mr. BROUN: Under this measure the
trust will have sole control of the funds. 1
hope the measure will be amended to provide
that a majority of the trust shall be represeun-
tative of distriets outside the metropolitan
area, so that there shall be an effective ecn-
trol over the funds to be centralised in Perth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That could be done
with a Government officer and without any
trust.

Mr. BROUN: I do not see how it could
be done otherwise under the method at pre-
sent suggested, hecause the revenue would be
centralised in Perth. The provision for dis-
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tricts contained in th€ old Bill would have
been mueh preferable, for under that the
money collected in each distriet could have
been alloeated. The same secrecy regarding
taxation could have been obsérved and each
digtriet would have been responsible for the
money necessary for its hospital. In this
way economy would have been assured.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you think the
loeal authorities should kave representationt

Mr. BROUN: Yes. The old Bill laid down
that in the event of there being an excess of
revenue over the amount reguired, it shounld
Le set off against the amount to ba collected
in the following year. Acecording to this
Bill 1d. tax might be struck, but before many
years 3d. will probably be required. If more
revenue than is necessary is derived, the bal-
asee will go into Consolidated Revenue, Any
excess shoull be retained by the trusi so that
& proportionate reduction wight Le made in
the following year. The Bill of last session
provided for boards setting aside each year
a certain amount for the building of hos-
pitals, It was not necessary to impose taxza-
tion on the community for that purpose.
They set apart a trust fund so that monay
might Dbe collested from eertain particular
areas., There is no provision to cover that
position in the Bill. People have to eollect
at least half the amount for the erection of a
l:ospitul in those areas, otherwise they cannot
get the pound for pound subsidy from the
trust.  The resuit will be that in many in-
stances the nocessary hospital aceommoda-
tion will not be provided.

Hon. W. . Angwin: With all these amend-
ments that yon are suggesting, do you not
think that it would be better to let the Bill
Lo altogether!?

flon. b (ollicr:
amendments already.

Alr. BROU'N: We want the Bill in order
to bring about uniformity.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: It would not matter
for a few months.

Hon. P. Collicr: The Bill will need to be
re-cast in order to cmbrace all your amend-
ments.

Mr. BROUN: Tt will remain for the Min-
ister to put in the ameandments I have re-
Ferred to. Why should such a positinn arise
as we see to-day in two sister distriets? In
one town the hospital i3 maintained by the
Government who pay every penny of the ex-
pense in connection with the institation. In
o sister district adjoining, a hospital com-
mittee run the institution. A small subsidy
of between £200 and £300 is paid and every-
thing above that has to be subseribed by the
people in the district. The result is that the
persen who voluntarily subseribes to the hos-
pital, finds that he is taxed again by the road
board, who bave the power under the Act to
subscribe seven per cent. of their collections
to the local hospital. Above that, he
has to pay an additional impost as income
tax, respectiug the amount of money taken
from the revenue for that purpose.

You want about 100
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. Hon. W, €. Angwin: Have you found any
road hoard paying that seven per cent.?

Mr. BROUXN: The Beverley Road Benard
have done it for years. They have paid £84
out of the ratepayers’ money every year.
They did so wlen T was chairman and I
think it has continued ever since.

Hon. P. Collier: Very few road boards
have done it.

Mr. BROUN: In any case at Beverley the
statutory seven per cent. has been paid for
Years.

Hon. P. Collier: That will stop if the Bill
i passed.

Mr, BROUN: Of eourse it will. In addi-
tion to that, very little will be anhseribed by
individual ratepayers towards the hospital
funds. T have been in the habit of giving a
donation to the Beverley hospital. If I am
to he taved direct for the maintenance of
haspitals, T will net give my eustomary dona-
tion tn the Beverley hospita! beeauge it will
gimnly go to the trust in Perth and assist in
the ecntralisation of hospital affairs.

Hon. P. ColMer: That is the attitnde that
most veople will adopt.

The “‘olenial Seerctary: There is no likeli-
ho~d ¢f t“e road boards adopting that atti-
trde.

Mr. BROTN: Let me inform the Mipister
that T have already been told by the Beverley
Road Paoard that if the Bill he rassed, their
ecntribution to the loeal institution will stop,
heenuse they will be taxed dircet.

Han. P. Collier: Tt is only natnral that they
will adent that attitude.

Mr. Mullany: The Beverley Road Board
agreed with the proposal and, in fact, it was
sugrested at Beverley.

Mr. BROUN: The Beverley people agree
that the Rill i3 necessary, but they do not
agree to A measure which will control the
whole of the hospitals in Western Australia
in the directions indieated. They will not
enntinve to pay the suhsidy as they have done
in the past. I do not know whether there are
many other road boards which have followed
the line of action taken by the Beverley
Road Roard.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T know one that paid
for a while, but then it waas stopped.

Mr. Warrison: The Beverley instance is
not an isolated case.

AT, BROUN: T4 is necessary to have a
Bill that will treat all these institntions alike.
Whv shonll one town have a hospital fully
maintoined by the Government and another
only carried on hy the people with the aid
of a small s~bsidy from the Government? Tn
the easp of the Perth Public Hospital we pay
them £25.000 a year, and at the end of each
12 months the vote is exceeded and we have
to make up the balance. How mnch money
is received ns domnations in eonnection with
that institution?

Mr. O'Loghlen: About £350.

Mr. BROUX: Why, the neople in Beverley
pay more than £330 towards their little has-
pital!
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Hon. P. Collier: Equal to the rich city of
Perth.

Mr, BROUN ., 1 hope the House will agree
to the Bill going into Committes and then we
ean make provision for these various altera-
tions,

Hon, P, Collier: What aboul agreeing to
the second reading and referring the Bill
to a sclect committee or a Royal Commis-
sion?

Mr. BROUXN: Wa should cndenvour to make
tho Bill a workable one.

TTon. W. C. Anowin: Tt will Lake over two
months to get through with the Bill

On motion by Ion. P. Collier,
adjourned.

dchate

BILT—PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTA
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Resumed from the 2nd XNovember.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [6.7]: This
is a harmless little Bill, It comes within the
caterory of measures which, even if they do
no good, will do no harm. In the c¢iream-
stances I do pnot intend to offer any opno-
gition to it hecoming law. I am not alto.
gother sure that it is necessary to give statu-
tory avthority to these bodies which have
been formed in recent years under the desig-
nation of parents aund citizens' associntions.
Their formation hag certainly been henefiejal
to the schools with which they are ass~ciated,
and they have done work that is of advantage
to the teachers and childrer alike. The ar-
ganisations could very well have carried om
as in the past without the sugpgested statn-
tory authority. However, if it is felt by
those who have taken an active intarest in tha
work of the organisations that it would hao
better if a measure of this description were
passed, I have no reason to advance why it
should not be aereed to. There is one feature
of the Bill which is a distinet improvement
on the existing Act, and that is the part that
refers to the election of rehinol bogrds. In
the past these beards have heen practically
a dend letter, so mmeh so that in mest dis-
tricts they have ceased to exist.

The Minister for Mines: Fven where they
do exist they have ncver hcen eleetrd under
the provisionz of the Aect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have bern ap-
pointed wholly by the Government. Perhaps
it i hecause of thiz fact that the advice
from school boards has been regarded lichtly
by the department and this, too, has probably
been responsible for the boards ceasing to
exist. On the other hand, school boardsa cleeted
by members of live assoriations under the pro-
viginns of the Bill may be a distinct improve-
ment beeaunse the members will be clected
from organisations which have taken a keen
interest in the work of the school. I support
the Bill and I hope the passage of the
measvre Wwill have the effeet of bringing into
existenee many more of these associations.
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These organisations have taken a deep in-
terest in the work of the schools and the chil-
dren, and it may be that the passing of the
measure will cause increased activities and
induce the formation of associatipns in dis-
fricts where so far they have not been es-
tablished. ’

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the chair; the Minister for
Mires in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agrced to.
Clause +—Rules of Associations:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: ¥ move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 after ‘‘rules’’ the words
‘“and to fix the subseription to be paid by
its members’’ be struck out.
Members of these associations have to provide
the money for their various efforts, and it
would be better if the membership were vol-
untary, I do not sec that it is nccessary to
provide for a subscription.

The Colonial Secretary: It only means ls.
a year in most cases.

on. W, C. ANGWIN: I do not see the

wecessity for any smeh provision. T think
overybedy should be encouraged to become
a member of his local association, beeause
gveryone should take an interest in the local
school. T have six or seven of these associa-
tions in my electorate.

The Premier: If you joined them all it
would cost you only Gs.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not sece why
there should be any necessity at all for a sub-
seription.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If the amendment
be carried, I will move an amendment in the
next clause to fix the annual subscription at
1s., which will entitle the subscriber to all the
privileges of membership. It is not advisable
to have large fees in sueh associations.

Mr. Underwood: Can you give any reason
for the associationsf

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: From what has
come under notice in my electorate, I ean say
these assoeiations have done and are doing
really good work. They tend to the benefit
of children and teachers alike.

Mr, Underwood: Did they provide the gym-
nagium for the Bunbury school?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, the Government
did that.

Mr. Underwood: Did they provide the gym-
nasium and the tennis courts at the Modern
School?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The annual sub-
geription should not be made too high, It
onght to be fixed here. The Bill gives the
association power to elect the sehool board.

-The Minister for Mines: It is the only
power they have.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is a possi-
bility of some people desiring to make these
associations cxclusive. We do not want that.

Mr. PICKERING: Parents ought to be
encouraged to form these associations. We
have several in my electorate, and they have
done very excellent work., Tt is desirable that
the anoual fee should be a low one, so that
the associations may remain open to every-
body. Anything that will create a wider in-
terest in the work of the schools is to be com-
mended.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will oppose both the
amendment and the elause. It is a bit late
to oppose the Bill. The secretary of the
Teachers’ Union has stated that the object of
these associations is to enable parents to get
behind members of Parliament, so that more
maney shall be spent on education.

Hon. P. Collier: Where did he make that
statement{

Mr. UNDERWOOD: At North Perth, with
the Minister present. A somewhat similar
statement was made in the Colonial Seere-
tary’s department when the Principal Medical
Officer told the Colonial Secretary to keep a
atiff upper lip.

The Colonial Secretary: Is this in humor-
ous vein alsof

Hon. P. Collier: There was nothing bum-
orous in the ‘‘stiff upper lip’'’ advice.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It does not matter
whether the fee be fixed at 2s. or 53. One
would expect the paremts of school children
to assist the teacher. TIn the Bill *fparent’’
has been struck out and ‘fcitizen’’ inserted,
so that those sticky-nosed people who have no
children of their own can play at being par-
ents with somebody else’s children, The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle wants to give
them that privilege for a shilling. I will
oppose the lot.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
objection to the amendment. It is not the
object of the Bill to give statutory recogni-
tion or power to these associations. All that
the Bill is doing is to continne the present
svstem of having schoot boards. The only
difference is the system of election. We have
school boards, but they are wholly nomines
boards, although the Education Act provides
that they shall be elective.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ninety per cent. of them
are moribund.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Now that
we have live associations taking an interest
in the school life of the children, we propose
to give them power to elect the school boards,
We provide that they shall not exercise any
authority over the teaching staff, or interfere
in amy way with the management of any
Government school.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
suficient interest
senator. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is of
greater importance. The assistanee given to
a school by the Citizens and Teachers’ Asso-
ciation does not come from the membership
#ubscription, but from the voluntary efort

The people will not take
next month ‘to elect w
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in arranging socials, danees, and having busy
bees on Baturday afternoons, to lay out the
grounds, and even erect windmills and wind-
mill stands. By holding concerts, and in
other ways, money is raised, and material
purchased. This is how they will continue
to operate, but we want everyone to be inter-
ested, and we must have some basis of mem-
bership. Provided the subscription of 1s. is
paid, a citizen will be entitled to become a
member, and will then have the right to vote
in the election of five members for a school
beard. Tn this way, we hope to get active
scheol boards.

Amendment put and passed;
a3 amended, agreed to.

Clause 5—Officers of associations, and ap-
pointment of school boards:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to
Bubclavse 1:—°An annual subseription
of one shilling shall entitle all persons to
full membership.*’

Amendment put and passed;
ag amended, agreed to.

Clause 6—Duties of aschoel board:

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is intended by
paragraph (¢}, which sets out that one of
the duties of the school board shall be to
carry out urgent repairs under conditions to
be prescribed by regulationsy It is in-
tended to give the board power, by regulation,
to carry out urgent or necessary small repairs
without having to obtain authority from the
head officet

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
event of the school board, not the association,
recommending that womething is required
urgently, some slight damage from a storm
or other reason

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Or a broken window
requires replacing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, sub-
jeet to a regulation fizing the cost, the board
may arrange for the work to be undertaken.
For general purposes, the work of repair and
upkeep charged nagainst the department is
not to he handed over. Thiz will apply to
only urgent and small repairs.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If a window gets
broken to-day, the Works Department repair
it

the clause,

the clause,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They sent & man to Green-
bushes, at a cost of £5 10a., to do a small job.

The Minister for Mines: Sent him to
measure it first, and then to take it back and
put it in.

My, UNDERWOOD: What would the
board dot There is a representative of the
Works Department almost wherever there is
a school.

The Minister for Mineg: That is not so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If a& window were
broken, the representative of the department
would bave it repaired. Now, however, it ie
proposed that the achool board shall hold a
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conclave and decide to view the achool. Then
they will send one of their representatives to
the Minister to point out that the window is
broken, and the Minister will say, °‘The
window behi{ broken, and X being satisfied
th:it; it is broken, you may go back and repair
it.

Mr. Teeadale: Would the delegate take a
motor car or the tramf

The Minister for Mines: Would he bring
the broken window with him$®

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course the board
would not be paid, but many of the things
for which we do not pay are costing the State
a good deal of money, This Bill will only
inerease the rubbishy boards.

Hon. P. Collier: This is the age of boards.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Surely they are ap-
proaching the limit,

Hon. P. Collier: They are not near senile
decay.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They must be getting
near it.

Hon. P. Collier:
growth.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The school board
would then order aomeone else to put a pane
of glass in the window. This surely musti
be approaching the three-score-year-and-ten-
age of boards. I trust that members will
treat the whole thing with the contempt it
deserves. Barring the Dog Aet, it iz the
most rubbishy Bill ever brought before us.

Hon, P. Collier: Your protest availeth not.

Clause put and passed.

Ciauses 7 to 9—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

They are in vigorous

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair,

Department of Colonial Secretary {(Hon.
R. 8. Sampson, Minister).

Vote—Aborigines  (Southern
£5,684:

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister told us
carlier in the session that it was the intention
of the department to make a considerable
alteration in the policy adopted regarding
native prisoners in the North-West portions
of the State. I would like particulars of
what it is proposed to do. I understand that
in future native prigsoners are to he employed
by the road boards on road construction and
maintenance. They will not be kept in the
district to which they belong, but will be
transferred. I am not sore whether this is a
safe policy for the Government to embark
unon. It opens the door to a system of forced
labour. When the roads are bad and a con-
giderable amount of native labour is required,
it will probably be found that there has been

portion),
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a8 proportionate increase in the amount of
erime among the natives. When 20 or 30 men
are required, they will he rounded up and
offences charged against them.

The Premier: They have always dome the
roads at Roebourne.

My. Teesdale: For years they have done
thia work,

Hon, P. COLLIER: If it is merely intended
to pursue a policy which has been adopted in
the past, why was this aunounced as an en-
tirely new procedured T understand this is
a departure from the practice hitherto.

The COLONIAL SLECRETARY: A pro-
posal was put up to utilise native Tabour on
roads and gtations and elsewhere, but it was
considered impracticable and no action has
been taken. There is mothing in the way of
gathering in native prisoners when work is to
be done. That is reminiscent of the bad old
days.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The days of black-birding.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: Yes, and
is wot in existence in Australia to-day.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: What benefit bas re-
sulted from the transfer of the natives from
th~ Carrolnp settlement to the Moore River?

The Premier: More fish,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The fish could not have
been to the liking of the natives, because a
fair number have trekked back to their old
baunts. There was a large settlement at
Carrolup. I intended to say something regard-
ing the treatment of the superintendent of the
settlement, but I understand the matter is
being considered by the Minister. Is it his
intention to deal with it? If not, I shall he
compelled to refer to it.

The Colonial Secretary: I understand the
question is to be looked into.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There were over 100
natives in the gettlement, and the;r were in
their noatural environment. Owing fo a
change of poliey, which the Minister might
ho able to justify, it was decided to close up
the settlement and transfer them to Moore
River. From what I can gather the Moore
River settlement was not the most suitable
choice. The land does not lend itself to erop-
ping on a profitable scale. Those gettlements
should as far as possible he made self-sup-
porting—I know it is a very difficult matter
to work natives so as to get a profit. The
State should reap some retnrn from its ex-
penditure on the mnatives if their labour can
be attached to the soil. Are there any eereal
crops at Moora River settlement to help to
meet the cost?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The re-
ceipta for the current year will amount to
£800.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Receipts from both settle-
mentat

The COLONTAL S8ECRETARY : The Moore
Biver settlement. In the opinion of thoge
competent to judge, the natives will not suffer
by reason of their removal to Moore River,
where the climate and the surroundings ars
gunite sunitable. I believe there is a fair
amount of game in the Moore River country.
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I cannot speak as to the reasons for the re-
moval, but I have heard no complaints on the
subject in the natives’ behalf. The work at
Moore River settlement is proceeding satis-
factorily.

Mr, O’Loghlen: How many natives hroke
away?

The COLONIAL S8ECRETARY: I am uot
aware that any broke away,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Then you are not in touch
with the matter,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of course
aboripinals are nomadic. T have not heard,
but would not be surprised to hear, that some
have left the Moore River eettlement.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I read it in the Katanning
paper.

Mr. Underwood: Who has Carrolup now!

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: Carrolup
would be s0ld if a reasonable offer were re-
ceived. Recently it has been leased for a
term,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T was pleased to hear
the Minigter say that he had received no com-
plaint in writing from the aborigines.

The Colonial Secretary: I did not eay that.
I said I had received no complaint from any-
one on behalf of the natives

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I am pleased to learn
the Minister has had no complaints from the
aborigines, cither written or verbal. Bui
what is being done with the Carrolup sta-
tion? Why did the department shift the
natives from near Eatanning up towards Ger-
aldton? Fine buildings and accommodation
were provided for the southern natives at
(‘arrolup.

Mr. O’Loghlen: In their own gdistrict.

My, UNDERWOOD: Why should they be
removed up towards the north? The Minis-
ter’s statement that he has had ne complainta
from the natives is an evidence that he knows
nothing about mnatives. He endeavours to
push off that sort of stuff on members who
do know something about aboriginals. Why
waa Carrolup closed ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Becauvse
it was considered that the Moore River set-
tlement was quite a suitable place for the
natives, both as regards climate and as re-
gards important features of the surround-
ings.

%.Ir. O'Loghlen: Was econnmy expected to
resnlt from the transfer?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Consider-
able economy was effected thereby.

Mr. Underwood: That is not chown by your
Estimates,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
a saving of at least £1,500 annually,
and the rent from Carrclup would inerease
the saving. I am assured that the natives
will not suffer from the transfer, because all
the conditions at Moore River are satisfac-
tory for native life.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you get a raport that
some of the natives had gone back?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.

Mr. O'Loghlen. You should read the coun-

try papers.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
regular reader of them.

Mr. O’Loghlen: 'The natives were reported
as they went through the various towns. It
was in one of your papers that I saw fhe
report.

1 am a

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 would
like to have a copy of the report.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Fisheries, £5,774; Registry and

Friendly Societies, £8,668; Gacls, £25,350;
Harhour and Light and Jetties, £21,816—
agreed to.

Vote—Immigration, £4,849:

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister ought
give us some information as to the Immigra-
tion Departdient. I know, of course, that
this vote provides only for the expenses of
the department in Perth. Recently I read
in the Press that a new officer had been
appointed to the London office in connection
with immigration. Is that a permauent ap-
pointment, and who hag been appointed? Is
there any intention to transfer any of the
officers in the Immigration Department here
to the London office?

The PREMIER: Mr, Taylor, one of the
officers appointed to Australia House by this
Government, but paid by the Federal Gov-
ernment, resigned. His successor is Captain
Phillips, one of the inspectors of the Agri-
cultural Bank. Captain Phillips is the State
Government’s nominee, but he is paid by the
PFederal Government to do immigration work
in the Old Country.

Hon. P. Collier: Is there any intention
to make another appointment or transfer?¥
. The PREMIER: Not to the Immigration
Department. We are entitled to appoint
three officers. We do not pay them.

Hon. P, Collier: But you have the selection
of them?

The PREMIER: Yes. We may have to
appoint another one, but at present two are
doing the work.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It has been stated in
one or two newspapers that notwithstanding
the big immigration acheme Western Austra-
lia is actually losing population.

Mr. Mungie: Our own statistics for the
last quarter show that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I gaw the statement
in the ‘‘Sunday Times.’”’ Possibly other
papers would not publish it beeause it looked
bad for the Government. All the same, when
we discuss the Immigration Vote in this
Chamber it is the duty of the Minister in
charge to show ns that the State is deriving
some advantage from that vote, to show that
by exrending the money Western Australia
gets more arrivals in the State than depar-
tures from the State.

The Premier: There is the Melbourne Cup,
you know.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Premier cannot
answer such a serious quesiion as this by
referring to the Melbourne Cup.
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The Colonial Seeretary: There is a big
exodus for the Cup always. .

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Will the Premier give
us the figures of arrivals and departures for
the thrce months prior to October? It is
due to the House and the country that the
results to date of our immigration scheme
should be stated. Anybody who introduces
the Immigration Vote ghould tell us whether
the immigration scheme is actuvally increasing
the number of people in this country. The
fact of his silence goes to show that there
has been no increase, and that we are apend-
ing all this meney to bring in people from
outside while our own and our best are leav-
ing the State. If that is not right, let the
Minister deny it and give ue the figures for
the last six months as to immigration and
emicration,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mem-
ber for Pilbara ia asking me to prove a mega-
tive. He states that there is an excess of
departures over arrivals. I think the onus
of proof rests upon him, I have no kmow-
ledge at all of such a state of affairs as the
hon, member suggests,

Mr. Lambert: The Minister in charge of
the vote ought to have that knowledge.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The immi-
grants who received official agssistanca last
year were 3,217 men, 855 women, and 539
children, or a total of 3,711 persons. This year
the nomber iz very much larger proportionately.
I have heard it stated that peovle make for
the Eastern 8tates from here, and that people
from the East come to Western Australia. [n
the absence of definite figures, however, it is
impossible for me to give the information
the hon. member requires.

Mr, Underwood: You have the figures. They
are here.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
hon. member has the figures, he can satisfy
himself.

Mr, Underwood: But you have them,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I have not
the figures available and it is imnossible for
me to answer the hon. member straight away.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The point raised hy
the member for Pilbara is ¢f the utmost im-
portance, and it is not sufficient for the Min-
]ilqter to practically say it does not concern

mm,

The Colonial Secretary: Most decidedly it
does concern me.

Hon. P. OOLLIER: The Miniater cannot
adopt that attitude and say that the hon.
member must prove his contention. The Com-
mittee is entitled to information, and it is
only through the agenry of the Government
that it ean be obtained. I have not the
figures with me but T have a distinct recol-
lection of reading those which were taken
from official records. They showed that al-
though there was a large number of arrivals
during the year, the net result in the excess of
arrivals over departurea was very small in-
deed. The ‘'Btatistical Abstract’’ shows
that for the first quarter of this year the
arrivals totalled 8,770 and the departures
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6,960, or an excess of arrivals over departures
of 1,510,

The Minister for Mines: Is that for July,
August and September?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, that is for the
first quarter ended March last. For the half
year ended A0th June last, the figures show
that while the arrivals totalled 17,659, the
excess of arrivals over departures was only
2,104, That ia to say, that while 17,000 peo-
(e arrived, 15,000 took their departure from
the State. This aspeet touches a vital point
In the whole policy of immigration, because
if it is to operate like pouring water into a
rieve, and if the State is to spend large sums
of moncy to secure population from overseas
ind the met result is that the newcomers ace
vither leaving the State in almost equal num-
bers or are taking the place of Western Ang-
tralians who are leaving the State, it is a
#erions matter,

Mr, Underwood: Tt is indeed very serious.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If we are not retaining
n fair proportion or a very large proportion
of those who come into the State, it iz evi-
dence that something is wrong.

The Minister for Mines: The increase of
2,000 up to the end of June would be more
than the immigrants breught to Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Underwood: It is wp to the Minister
Lo give us the figures.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Those are the figures 1
would lke to get. Judging from what I have
read from week to week, T should say that
more than 2,000 have arrived from overseas
during the first half year. The Minister may
have those particulars.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The assisted and nom-
inated immigrants during that peried total
2,288.

The Premier: And we are keeping them all
1n the State. They are actually here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: according to those fig-
ures it would appear that we are retaining
that number and a small increase in addition.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot do
more than that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It seems that we are
not gaining from other parts. Has the Pre-
mier got the figures for the year? I remem-
ber reading that the total arrivals over a2
period was 35,000 and the gain by excess ar-
rivals over departures was about 3,000.

Mr. Underwood: Three thousand! "Why, up
to Tune wo had only 30,000,

" Hon. P. COLLIER: It is diffieult to get
at the real position.

The Minister for Mines: The figures you
have rcad were quoted from the Governor’s
Srecch.

Mr, Underwood: What ahout giving the
exaet fipures?

The Minister for Mines: T am speaking to
tho Leader of the Opposition. The nrmber
you refer to represents the immigrants
brought to Western Awstralia in 13 years.

Mr, Monsie: The Governor’s Speech showed
that 45409 people were brought to Western
Anustralin and 35,941 left the State.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Those are the figures
T had in mind. At any rate, the Minister
shounld give us some information oun this point,
beeause it is of the utmost importance, Hav-
ing embarked on a policy of assisted immigra-
tion, we must be reasonably sure that the
State is retaining those who are coming here.
If we are to open the front door to admit
these people and we let them ont by the back
door to go overland to the Egpstern States,
it will be a bad thing for us, What we wani
is an increase in our population and to ra-
tain those citizens we have now as well ag
those we induce to come to our shores. If
the Premier has not the exact figures for the
Committee, he might give us an assurance
regarding the genernl situation.

The PREMIER: The Committee shonld
realise that these people who come and ro
are those who are on business or on a wvisit.
While a large number of people come to the
State, they do not stay here but return to
their homes elsewhere. The Leader of the
Opposition said that our population hed in-
creased by 2,194 during the last six months,
[t should be realised that 3,711 immigrants
arrived for the year ended the 30th June.

Hon. P. Collier: Mnst of them came dur-
ing the latter half of the year,

The PREMIER: T have the figures for the
year only, but probably there were 2,000 dur-
ing the later half of the year. I think we
cased up in the early part of that peried.

Hon. P. Collier: That was about the
middle of the year.

The PREMIER: These figures show that
we have retained all those we assisted to
the State and some more besides. Certainly
the increase is mot a large one, but we have
retained as many as we brought out and a
number in addition. We cannot possibly
retzin all the people who come to the State
because some are young men who, for in-
rtance, may come here on business.

Hon. P, Collier: But we should retain a
large proportion of those who come here.

The PREMIER: We are retaining all we
have brought out and some more.

Mr. Davies: We should retain more he-
cause there is the natural increase.

Hon, P, Collier: But we are speaking only
of the arrivals and departures. -

The PREMIER: Ian any case these figures
show that we are retaining more than the
uumber of assisted immigrants.

Mr. Underwood: Give us the exact
figures; they are publighed every month.

The PREMIER: Last year we brought in
3,711 immigrants. The figures are published
from month to month so that hon, members
may have that information. While it is
true that some of our people go to the East-
ern States, it is equaliy true that some of
thoze who have heen assisted to emigrate
to the East leave there and come to West-
ern Australia.

Hor. P. Collier: You bave mentioned the
number who bave been brought out. Have
von the uwumber of departurea for that
period?
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The PREMIER: Not at the moment. T
do not think the number of arrivals and
departures can be regarded as an indieation
of what shounld happen, beeause of the fact
that so many come here on business while
many of our people go to the East on
business ag well. Of the 2,200 odd referred
te by the Leader of the Opposition, we
probably assisted about 1,800. We have
retained them and more as well. We cannot
do more than that.

Mr. O’Loghlen: S0 long as we retain our
own people, that will be something.

The PREMIER: We have gained rather
than lost during the.last 12 montha.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Have you the figuras®

The PREMTER: I gave them to the Com-
mittee when I said that 3,711 immigrants
Tad been brought in.

Mr. Underwood: How many went out?

The PREMIER: There was an cxcess of
arrivala over departures of 400.

Mr., Underwood: Taking the 1921 figures
as published, more pecople went out than
cams in.

The PREMIER: I thought the hon. mem-
her was talking abont thia year.

Mr. Underwood: Why not give us the
exact figures?

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
hon. member wants, Can he make 3,711
persons into more than that numbert Of
course he cannot. We told the Housge in
the Governor’s Speech that in 13 years we
had gained 9,000 people by the excess of
arrivals over departures. During the last
six months we have gained rwore than 2,200
people. We cannot do more than that.

Mr. McCallum: One immigrant was robbed
the other day at Fremantle who waa trying
to get out of the State.

The Colonial Seceretary: That was through
his foolishness.

My, MeCallum: Did you put up that job
on him?

The PREMIER: Probably the hon. mem-
ber did. I do not think the country ought
to be told that we are losing population,
We are not doing anything of the sort. We
kave only now started on the big immigra-
tion scheme, becanse our own unemployed
had first to be absorbed. From this time
Torward we shall get many more immigrante
than we have had. We are prepared for
them now, and there is room for everybody.

My, UNDERWOQOD: The fact that the
Colonial Secretary should try to bluff us
snd make facetions remarks at the expense
of thosge asking for information, shows that
things are not as they are pretended to be.

The Premier: There is no pretence about
it.

Mr. UNDERW.00D: In 1921 our arrivals
were 29,333, and our departures 29,306. So
we gained 27 persons by excess of arrivals
over departures. These are the actuary's
figures. The published figures show that
nght up to the end of June, 1922, we were
not gaining population. The figures for the
first three months of the carrent financial
vear are known, and it is only reasonable
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that the Minister dealing with these Esti-
mates should have those figures for us. In.
stead of giving us those figures, he gives us
cheek and impudence. It suggests that the
figures are against him.

The Colonial Secretary: 1 gave yom the
figures last might.

The Premier: And he is not allowed ta
give the same figures twice in the one
Seagion.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: 1t is important that
we ghould kuow it if we are bringing people
into the State and allowing them to drift
out again, When the Colonial Secretary
gives vs verbiage and light rubbish in place
of facts that muost be known to him, we
can only assume the facts are against him,
Will he tell us the actual figures for the
first three months of the current finaneial
year?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I have
given the hon. member the figures, both to-
night and (ast might. For the 12 -months
ended 30th June last, our arrivals were only
3,7t

Hon. P. Collier: What were the depar.

tures?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I eannot
tell you.

Hon. P. Collier: Then those figures are of
no value,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I regret
that T ecannot give you the ather figurea. This
is the work of the Immigration Department,
and T do not know that the department can
be held respounsille for the cxeess of arrivala
over departures,

Mr, McCallum:
acheme,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
donbtedly it is. T wigh I had the eomplete
figures. The informmation is easy to obtain,
but I eannot give it at this moment.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: [t is dificult te
know whether the published returna are aec-
curate. According to the figures in the return
I have here, for the 18 montha ended 30th
June last, there was an excess of 3,448 de-
partures over arrivals, The returns for the
firat quarter of the year showed am excess of
1,310 arrivals over departurre. Bet on the
return for the second three months being pub-
lished, it was diseovered that an crror of
nearly 1,000 had been made in the first re-
turn, and that the excess of arrivals over de-
partures was onty 343. In 1021 the excess
of arrivals over departures was only 27, not-
withstanding that during the period the State
had brought in 3,381 immigrunts.

The Minister for Mines: Arparently, they
took the place of those who left.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: tt is our own peo-
pte, not the immigrants, who urc leaving. The
majority of the immigranis sare not in a
financial position to leave. However, the pub-
lished figures do not look very good. The
belief is general that we are losing more peo-
ple than we are bringing iw.

The Minister for Mines: The censua wounld
affeet it.

That is the test of your

Un-
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: XNao, the census af-
fects unly the total populatior. It is now the
middle of November, and wo are not yet
supplied with the September returns. That to
the 3J0th November, 1922, iz the latest we
have.

The Minister for Mines:
can get is to Mareh, 1921,

Hon, W, C, AXNGWIN: In the monthly
¢¢Statistical Abstract’’ we used to zet acood
deal of information en which wa were able to
eritieise the Government.

Mr. MeCallum: That is why it was stopped.

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: Ne, probably it
was cut out for cconomy’s suke. We are now
supposcd to have it cvery three nionths, but
the retorns for the 30th Septcmber are not
here yet.

Fon, P. COLLIER: Wa nmicht well com-
plain that in the muddle of Navember we have
not received the ¢ Abstraet'’ for the quarter
ended September, especially when we know
that its preparation does not involve a very
large amonnt of work, ¢ertainl: not sufficient
to justify a period of six weeks,

The (olonial Secretary: Possibly it has
been published.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt has not heen pu-
lished, because it is invariahly filed here im-
mediately. Wherever one obtains figures re-
garding the population, thev appear to be
nnsatisfactory. I have a sct of figures eover-
ing tho period of the present Parliament, the
18 months from April, 1921 to September,
1922, which figures I obtained from the atatis-
tician last week. They show that the total
arrivals in the State numbered 44,032 and the
toial departures 42,504, eo that the excess of
.arrivals over departures wae only 1,528, Dur-
ing the same period there eame to the State
5,205 assisted or nominated immigrants. Had
we retained all those who woeve brought in, it
follows that the arrivals would have exceeded
the departures by a similar number, whercas
the number was actually 1,528, Of the 5,205
assisted and nominated immisrants who ar-
rived apparently no fewer than 3,673 left the
State, either that or an equivalent number of
cur older citizens, These figures indicate a
very scrious state of affairs. Tt is a matter
touching a vital point in our immigration
poliey. If people are leaving the State in
greater numbers than they are arriving,
notwithstanding all the trouble and expense
we are incurring, there must be something
radically wrong. If we are retaining the
new arrivals, we must be losing some of cur
older citizens. 1T believe that a very small
proportion of the new arrivals are leaving
Western Australia, but it appears that & very
sobstantial number of owr older citizens are
going out of the State. It is of no benefit to
the State to lose in that wmanner. Our
object i3 to increase the sum total of
our population. When the Loan Estimates
are under congideration there will he another
opportunity to discuss the nuestion, because
on that occasion funds will have to be voted
to give effect to the Premier’s immigration
policy. The Colonial Secretary could hardly
have been expected to be armed with the in-
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formation to-night, but he should be prepared
to give us complete information when the
Loan Estimates come down, so that we may
know cxactly where we stand,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt was quite possible for the state of affairs
initicated by the Leader of the Opposition to
occur under the scheme of immigration oper-
atmy during the period euated. I know of
some war widows and others who were
brought out by the Salvation Army for dom-
evtic purposes and who, after staying lere
n month, went to Melbourne. TUnder the Pre-
mier's immigration proposals, we shall eom-
fine our efforts mainly to married people with
families. They will be placed on the land
under group settlement conditions, and wiil
not have the same opportunity to leave the
Btate.

Hon. P. Collier: I think it is ovr own
people who are leaving, which is worse, but
we have no means of ascertaining.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Members should consider the basis of the
Premier’s immigration schemie, and they will
then realise that there will not be the same
opportunity for a fiow of population fiom
the State.

Mr, PICKERING: The figures quoted are,
to eay the least, disconcerting. We have
really made a loss of 3,677 persons, and it is
suggested that the loss has been of our own
people as opposed to immigrants, The im-
migration policy is being ecarried out by
means of speeial loans from Fngland, The
Premier, in announcing his policy, teld us
that he looked to the per capita return from
the Commonwealth in respect fo the inerease
in population to provide a very large por-
tion of the interest which the State will be
called upon te find. If this is not realised,
the position of the State will become serious
indeed.  Appnrently what is really happen-
ing i3 that a large number of people are
changing their locality and cecupation. We
are settling in the South-West a large num-
her of people who werc previously on the
goldfields and on the wharves at Fremantle.
If this is so, there must be something hap-
pening to a large number of the immigrants
we have introduced. Judging from state-
ments published in the Press, it is probable
that a counsidcrable mumber are leaving the
State.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is not true,

Mr, PICKERING: The Minister is not
able to disprove it.

The Colonial Secretary:
proving anything,

Mr. O'Loghlen:
mony.

The Minister for Mines: You are always
deerying the State and assuming things. You
arc a croaker.

Mr. PICKERING: T have heard the Min-
ister croak, and croak very londly.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I must ask
members to refrain from interjecting.

Mr. PICEERING: The Minister has just
returned from & holiday jaunt and is full of

You are not

Let us have a little har.
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vim. Meanwhile we have besn engaged carry-
ing on the business of the House.

The Minister for Mines: You have not
made muoch progroess.

Mr. PICKERING: I paid for my own
trip and I guarantee the State paid for the
Minister’s trip to Melbourne.

The Minister for Mines: That is the differ-
enee hetween you and me,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, PICKERING: 1If it is the business
of Ministers to interrupt with rude interjec-
tions and make accusations as to what actu-
ates members, I cannot he held responsible,
I ean quite understand the attitude of the
Minister for Minces. He is always facetious;
everything is more or less of a joke with
him.

The CHAIRMAN:
gration.

Mr, Angelo: He is enlled ‘' Happy Jack.’’

Mr. PICKERING: Yes,

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the Minister
to refrain from further interjecting.

Hon. P. Collier: In discussing the Min-
igter, the member for Sussex is discussing the
question of arrivals and departures.

The Ministor for Mines: But I come back.

Mr. PICKERING: As it is only a matter
of facetiousness, I have no desire to pursue
the discussion. I congider it a seripus matter
if we embark upon a poliey which means an
outlay of millions and we are not getting
the results anticipated. As this apparently
is not the view taken by the Government, T
have no further remarks to offer.

Mr, DAVJES: The position diselosed in
the figures just read out iz amazing. What
puzzles me is, where the people can have gone
to. We are told there is uuemplovment in
the Eastern States,

Mr. O’Loghlen: People exaggerate some-
times. You have only te go over East to
see gigns of prosperity.

Mr. DAVIES: But the New South Wales
Premier stated only three months ago that
a very large sum of money had been spent
there in relicving unemployment. We know
there are two million uwnemployed in the Old
Country. If the departures from Western
Australia are in cxeess of the arrivals here,
where do the people go to from a prosperous
State like Western Australia?

Mr. O’Loghlen: They can do just as well
elsewhere as lhiere. Do not let us delude our-

Let us discuss immi-

selves. There are men out of work in Perth
to-day.
‘\Ir DAVIES: Tf the figures given to-

night are correct, every member ought to ask
where the people have gonme to. Surely they
would not go to a State where there is unem-
ployment.

Hon. P. Collier: That does not concern us.
What concerns us is the faect that they have
gone.

Mr. DAVIES: We should ascertain whether
there i3 not some mistake in the matter, Tho
fStatistical Abstract'’ contains many figurea
which are not nearly accurate. Of all the
Australian States, the most prosperous is this

[ASSEMBLY.)

one, Let progress be rupurtoﬂ on this vote,
so that the necessary inguiries may be made.

Hon. I'. Collier: We can deal with the
question on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. MUNSIE: I happen te have here a
copy of the London ‘‘Daily Mail’’ of ¥ri-
day, the 21st TJune, 1922, which contains the
followmg' —

A “‘Daily Mail’' reporter who vigited
Australin House, Strand, yesterday morn-
ing, found the migration department
crowded, and would-be migrants, young
men and girls, middle-aged men and women,
men from farms, factories and offices, men
from the counter, seeking information.
““Since Monday—'’

This paper is printed on the Friday.

fBince Monday,”’ said an official, ‘‘we

have dealt with 8,000 people at the ecounter,

and in addition there have been 18,000 ap-

plications for information.?’’
If that statement is correct, and if arrange-
ments arc being made to Lring all those
people to Western Australia, it is up to the
Government to find out whether the figures
quoted by the Leader of the Opposition are
correct, If it is a faet that our own people
are leaving Western Australia, we shonld
make an effort to keep them here. A good
number of people have left this Btate quite
recently beeavse they have been unable to ob-
tain land. With all the boom of land settle-
ment here, a considerable number of people
have left Western Australin quite recently
for that reason.

The Minister for Agrieulture: They have
a niec hope of getting land in the Eastern
States.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not prepared to say
whether they wilt fare better or worse there.
Mr. MeCallum: Other avenues exist there.

My, MUXNSBIE: I know of the case of a
father and four sons who waited seven
months here for land, sending in application
after application. T‘\entually they packed
up and went Iast. First of atl, we have pref.
erance to returned soldiers, to which 1 do
not objeet; hut if the Government are going
to boom land settlement for the purpose of
attraeting immigrants to be placed on the
land, they shoulll speed up things as regards
finding land for cur own people.

Mr, Money: Our own people are not going
off the land, and many more are going on
the land here.

Mr. MUNSIE: Many of the people who
have left this Btate are z¢counted for by the
decline in the outback districtz and on the
goldficlds, From those areas pcople are go-
ing Fast by the Trans-Continental Railway
insteadl of coming to our country distriets.
Tt is no use getting 20,000 immipranty if we
are going to Iose 19,000 out of the back
door.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I repeat
my expression of regret that I have not avail-
able the figures hon. memhers have asked for.
I am particularly sorry beeause some of the
remarks made herc to-night may possibly do
some injury. I hope that until we get the
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ahyolute figures no one will be influenced Ly
what I may term a gospel of despair. Speak-
ing of Perth, we have never been more pros-
perous than we are to-day. Building is the
hest criterion of prosperity, and in Perth to-
day building is going on in greater volume
than ever hefore in the history of the city.

Mr. Munsie: Tt would go on faster if the
Minister for Works wounld increase the eap-
aeity of the State Brickworks.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There is
a great demand for bricks, and some of the
private brickworks are booked up for months
ahead. How different is that position from
what we might helieve! Building work in
Perth is so plentifnl that builders, carpen-
ters, and bricklayers are hard to get.

Mr. Munsie: There i3 no shortage of car-
penters.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T am told
it is difficolt to get any elass of men engaged
on construction work. As regards Perth, a
splendid time is bheing experienced. Latterly
values of land and buildngs in Perth have
hecome greatly enhanced.

Mr., O'Loghlen: Are we rolling in pros-
perity with the deficit growing as it is%

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not very satis-
factory for the Committee, when sceking in-
formation on a vital question of poliey—in
fact, the only question oecupying the publie
mind to-day—io be treated by the Minister
in charge to a disscrtation to the cffect that
he does not know when there has bheen =o
wueh prosperity in Perth. He says there are
numerous buildings going up in the eity, and
that there is in consequence a seareity of
lobour. ‘‘Great prosperity in Perth’’ is the
Minister's reply to the statements which
have been made. He goes so far as to say—
and I am almost inclined fo characterise the
statement as impudent—that he hopes the
Committee will not be influenced by state-
ments made to-night. T have given the offi-
cia! figures of the Minister’s department.

The Colonial Sceretary: I do not object
to that.

Hon., P, COLLTER: When T give official
figures, I object to the Minister agking the
Committee not to be influenced. From that
statement the inference is that the figures I
gave are not correct. Has the Minister proof
of their incorrectness? In reply to figures of
arrivals and departures the Minister savs
there are more buildings going up in Perth
than he has cver known before, Tt is no
use asking the Committee to be matisfied
with such  an  inconsequent, lackadaisical
reply as that, T bave looked up last year’s
Loan Estimates, and find that there will
not be an epportunity of disenssing the ques-
tion of immigration on them, Last year there
was no vole whatever for immigration; all
the expense was provided from other sources.
There wasg a reference to soldier settlement,
and one or two other matters in last year’s
Loan Estimates, but there was no vote. Tf
we allow this division to go throngh, we wil}
have no opportunity to Qiseuss this sll im.
portant question.

The Premier: There will be a vote on the
Loan Estimates this year. Wo require a
voie to get money to spend for thess pur-
poses.

Hon, P COLLIER: I looked up the Loan
Estimates for last year, and the fact that
no vote appeared, prompted me to draw
attention to the matter. If the Promier,
however, says that there will be a vote this
year, I accept his statement. I will be pre-
pared to allow the division to go, on the dis-
tinct understanding that there will be a full
and ample opportunity for a serious discus-
sion on the whole question before the gession
closes. After all, immigration is wrapped
up in our land settlement poliey, and our
proposal to spend large sums of money in
the development of the State. If we cannot
be well and amply informed on this question,
we might just as well shut up shop, because
everything else is of comparatively small
importance.

The PREMIER: There will be an oppor-
tunity on the Loan Estimates to discuss im-
migration. because there will be a vote thig
year. A discussion on the question of immi-
gration i3 one thing, and a disenssion on
whether our own people are leaving the State,
is another thing. Had we not brought people
to Western Australia during the last 20
years, we should have been in a far
worge position than we are to-day. Had we
not bronght out 3711 immigrants during the
last 12 months, we would have lost
proportionately in the figures relating to the
arrivals and departures.

Mr. MecCallum:  That docs not always
follow.

The PREMIER: It does, to the extent
that the immigrant remains in the State, and
there is no proof that he does not do so.

Mr, MceCallum: There are some who go.

The PREMIER: And there are some
immigrants who come to Western Australia
from the Eastern States.

Mr. MeCallum: When I was in Adelaide
last, I heard one immipgrant speaking in the
Botanical Park, and he was telling the people
of the bad time he had had in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think there are
many like that, but it is a bad thing if our
own people are leaving the State.

The PREMIER. I can assure the Com-
mittee that our own people are not being
soueezed out by the immigrants.

Hon. P. Collier: T do not say that. Things
must be bad, generally, to drive our own
people out.

The PREMIER: The building trade was
in a bad state some time back.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We know that a number
of farmers have dismissed their older em-
ployesa and put on cheaper men.

The PREMIER: Many bricklayers and
builders went to the Eastern States in ome
year when trade was bad. If wa ceased
bringing people out because some of our



1634

people went to the East, we would simply
be in a2 worse position than ever.

Mr. Davies; Why are the people going to
the Eastern States?
The PREMIER:
Mr. O’Loghlen:

there.

Mr. MeCollum: The building trade has
been busy there for the past six years.

The PREMIER: We ar: scttling more
people on the land than ever before.

Mr, Munsie. That is so.

The PREMIER: C(ertainly. We are
settling more people from the goldfields than
ever befure.

Mr. Munsie:
settlementa.

The PREMIER: Far more are going on
the land than are included in the groups.
Some 2,500 men have been scttled in the
groups during the last few months.

Mr. MeCATLUM: T wounld like some in-
formation from the Minister regarding the
administgation of ‘the department. When
immigrants arrive at Premantle, they are
housed at the Immigrants’ Home, 1 fre-
quently see people going there; and I read
in the Press that representatives of organi-
sations, and a lot of busybodies from
different parts of the State have delivered
addresses. 'When, however, public men, in-
cluding the Leader of the Opposition, visited
the home to see the c¢lass of immigrants
being brought out, they were refused
permigsion to remain on the premises by the
officer-in-charge. Is it the policy of the
department, that members of Parliament are
to be ordered about, and refused information
relating to this important matter, by under-
strappers and Government officials?

The Premier: That incident was regretted
by everyone.

Mr. McCALLUM:
suppnrted it.

The Premier:
table.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister admitted
that it had been referred to him, and that he
had agreed with the instructions which had
been issued. Representatives of organisa-
tions were allowed to visit the home and
address the immigrants.

The Colonial Secretary: To what organi-
sations do you refer?

Mr. MeCALLUM: There were represen-
tatives of churches, and social bodies, inelod-
ing the TUgly Men’s Association. ‘While
representatives of the Ugly Men’s Association
wera allowed into the home on one day, the
Leader of the Opposition and myself, aceom-
panied bv a member of the evecutive of the
New Settlers’ League, were ordered out of
the premizes.

The Colonial Seeretary:
apeaking of the one incident.

Mr. MeCALLUM. ¥Yes.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not see why
anyone desirous of addressing the immigrants
ahould not be allowed to do so.

I do not know.
They are mnot starving

Principally with the group

But the then Minister

In any ecase, it was regret-

You are still

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MeCALLUM:  Representatives of
organisations were allowed to address the
immigrants on the day previous to our visit,
and also on the day following it. We had no
desire to oaddress the immigrants, but we
wished to inform ourselves as to the type of
pecple who were coming out. Quite a wrong
account of what happened appeared in the

Press. As spon as we appeared there,
the telephone was rung, Mr  Collier
was called to it, and we were told

we would have to go. If that is the way
the officer in charge of immigration deals with
public men, how will he deal with the im-
migrants

Mr. Wilson: Who was the offiesr?

Mr. MeCALLUM: {rawcour issuved the in-
struetions.

The Premier: 11 was regrettable,

Mr, MeCALLUM: I am glad to hear the
Premier say so. At the same time, it should
not be necessary for members of Parliament
to seek permission before going into the home.
Although I pass the institution when going
to and from my home, I have not attempted
to visit the place since. Am T to be expected
to ring up Craweour and get permission to
go through? Is the Leader of the Opposition,
the man who stands sceond to the Premier in
this State, to be ordered off the premises by
a Government official? I should like an as-
surance from the Minister now in charge of
the department that members of Parliament
are not expected fo do any auch thing.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: Perzon-
ally T know nothing of the incident referved
to bevond what T read in the Press. WMy own
belief ia that it arose out of a misunderstand-
ing which was regrettable. The presence of
members of this House should be welecomed
at the immigrants’ home and, in fact, at any
Government institution.

Vote put and passed.
{Mx, Angelo took the Chair.l

Vote—Inspection of liquor, £1,368:

Mr., O’LOCGHLEN: I want some informa-
tion regarding this sub-department. When
the new Licensing Act Amendment Bill be-
comes law, the department will cease to exist
and the control will be taken over by the
authority provided in the measure. 1 wns
not in the House when the Bill was diseussed
and I may not be here when the vote for the
State hotela will he before members.  The
officer who iz Superintendent of State Hotels
is also the Chief Insnector of Liquors. My
grigvance apgainst this particular officer is
that he is faithfully carrying out the poliey
of the State hotels to profiteer on every pos-
sible occasion,

The Mini<ter for Works:
von refer to?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I refer to every place
where a State hotel is condueted.

The Premier: T wish they would succeed
8 bit more.

What place do
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Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Is the Premier not
satisfied with the profits derived at present,
profits which are secured from the frailties
of men?

The Premier: I do not want to see more
liquor consumed,

The Minister for Mines: The profit does
not include goodwill and ingoing that the
other fellows have to pay.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN : If the Minister put np
ihe State hotels for auction, he wonld get a
shock. They would be run to rdvantape by
private individuals, although they would be
run on different lines.

Mr, MeCallom: They have returned more
capital than was invested in them.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you say thcy
would pay better?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yes, for bigger profits,
but they would be conducted worse than they
are now,

The Premicr: Where there is only one hotel,
it should be a State hotel.

Mr, O’'LOGHLEN: I know that. The idea
in the establishment of the State hotels was
to give the people something better than the
private hotels were providing. I got hun-
dreds of signatures for one State hoiel and
I think I robbed the private trader of about
£20,000.

The Minister for Mines: Are you referring
to Dwellingup?

My, O'LOGHLEN: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: You cannot grumn.
ble at the Dwellingup hotel.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The residents grumble
at it. They were deprived of the only
recreation they had, after the hotel had got
their money. The billiard room was closed
np se that it could be turned into a store-
room. Nowhere elze than at a State hotel
do you have to pay 7d. for a glass of becr.
Why should the State hotels get the last
penny from the people? The Premier and
the Minister in control are unable to reply
to that question.

The Colonial Seerctary: I do not know that
the State hotels are charging a higher priee.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I have told the Min-
ister that is so. Does he not aceept my word?d

The Colonial Seeretary: I have paid T7d.
for beer mygelf.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Where.

The Colonial Secretary: I prefer not to
gay where, althoungh I will let the hon. mem-
ber have the information privately.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: The State hotels are
run to-day for commereial profit. The snper-
intendent of State hotels boys the ligquor re-
quired. Before the Roval Cammission «n
Licensirg he boosted  Australion whisky.
Later he went to two traders in Perth and
bought big supplies of Australian whisgky.
But he did not put that whisky on the shelves
of the State hotels. lustead of that, he
blended it with other brands, and is selling it
ity bulk whisky at 1s. a nobbler. Tn private
hotels that whisky e¢an Le purchased for 2d.

The Minister for Works: I think @d. too
much.
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Mr., O’LOGHLEN: The hotelkeeper who
sup[lies the Minister does rot think an.

The Minister for Mines: The hotclkeepor
can measure it out.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But the Minister for
Works takes no notice of the meas re, at a1l
events, not at Parlinment Hounse. Under the
new arrangement of the depariment contem-
plated in the Licensing Bill, I hope a better
chance will be given to the Australian pro-
duet. T have no fault to find with the man-
agers of the several Statc hotels, but I do
object to the general policy. The prices
charged arce too high, aud there is never a
newspaper or a magazine available in a State
hotel.

Mr, Teesdale:
shake them all

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is like the hon. mem-
ber to east aspersions on the working bullock.
Recently a notice wag issued that the hotels
were to take in only one daily paper from
Perth in addition to the logal newspaper,

The Colonial Seeretary: Is not that enongh?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Of course the Min-
ister’s nowspapers are to be found in all
State hotels, but journals supplying satis-
factory mental pabolum have been wiped off
the list. I do not like the cheeseparing policy
adopted in the State hotels and the grasping
methods employed to get additional revenue.
At one time we looked 1o the State hotcls
to correet the ovila associated with the drink
traffic, but to-day they bave fullen far below
their original standard.

The Minister for Mines: The Dwellingup
State hotel, if in private hands, would not
be conducted as it is to-day. 1t keops a
splendid table, onc of the Lest in the State.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: But the working man
cannot cnjoy that table. It is beyond the
means of the man on 12s. or 13s. per day.
The only place for him is the trough. et
him go to the bar and swill.

The Minister for DMines: If they saved
what they spend at the bar, many of them
conld afford at least one good meal a day.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister does not
do with one good meal a day. T hepe the
Colonial Seeretary will look into the manage-
ment of the State hotels.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—State Labour Bureau, £2,278:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Recently instructions
were igsued that no more railway passes were
to be provided for men procceding to work in
the country. That is a wrong policy. Pre-
viously men going to work in the eountry pot
a railway pass from the bureau and paid for
it as soon as they were able to do s0. Now
they cannot get away to work in the country.

The Minister for Works: T fixed up thrae
men the other day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But there are 30 others
whe have not been fixed up. Men eannot take
work in the country, beeanse they have not
the money for their railway fare. Of the ag-
gregate value of the railway fare previously
issucd by the bureaw, 93 per cent. was recov-

I suppose the ecustomers
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ered. It is hetter to get men away to work in
the country than to have them knocking ahout
the eity., In this morning’s ‘' West Austra-
lian*’ I saw the Premier reported as having
said that if any such men were gent to him
he would fix them up with railway fares.
Later in the morning two men came {0 me
with a telegram from the manager of the
Youanmi mine offering them work. They bait
not their railway fares, so on the strength
of what T had secen in the paper T rang up
the Premier, who at once said he had heen
migreported. If the burean will not help
deserving men to get away to work in the
country, we might as well close it up. This
afternoon I had a word with the Premier,
and he said he would sce to it that the policy
was altered. Another member of Parliament
gent five men to the Premier’s office to-day,
and the Premier’s secretary undertook to
them up, The Colonial Secretary ought to
put this right himself. Conditions of life are
precarious. We never know what is awaiting
us, and so the Minister some day, instead
of having a dozen newspapers and a Rolls-
Royce car, may find himself out of work with
nothing to fall back upon. JTn such cirenm-
stances it wounld be very handy if he counld
accept some work in the country and get his
railway fare advanced by the Labour Burean,
I am sorry tho remark of the Premier was
wrongly reported, because 1 thought the
diffieulty had been overcome,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: TFor the
year ended the 30th June last fares were
advanced to 3,253 workers to proceed to work
in the country, and 73 per ecent. of the amount
has been recovered to date.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I read 93 in the report,
but T am willing to stand on 73.

Mr. Teesdale: Even 73 ia satisfactory.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That per-
centage would be considerably higher but for
the faect that certain instrnctions have been
issued to the secretary of the bureau. Those
ivstructions are not severe. It is not the
wish of members that the hureau should be-
come a booking station,

Mr, O’Loghlen: It is our wish that it
shonld do the uzeful work it has done in the
past. .

The COLOXTIAL SECRETARY: Tickets
eould be issued in special cireumstances, but
it should not be a regular thing for a man
requiring a ticket to go to the bureau for it.

Mr. O'Logblen: Tt is not; 3,000 is & mere
bagatelle compared with the number who
travel.

The COLONIAL SECEETARY: A man
ean secure a ticket if he presents a letter
from a reputable citizen stating that the
money will be refunded.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Is that a guarantee?

The COLONTAYL, SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I am not giving it, and
vou would not, either.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tf T 4id
not know 8 man well enongh to guarantee hia
fare, I shonld not recommend him to the
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hurean. A man going to employment conld
secure n letter from his employer.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If he had to write for a
letter, he would he kicking his heels in town
for another week.

Mr, Corboy: In most instances these em-
ployers arc on a railway line with a mail
once a fortnight.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A man
can give an order on his employer for pay-
ment.

Mr. O'Loghlen: These men agreed to e
that, and your man turned them down.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If they
give an order on the employer and the mana-
ger is satisfied the men are going to that
cmployer, the tickets arc issued.

AMr, O'Loghlen: Your manager gave them
the job. What is wrong with the old sys-
tem?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This is
the only system I know of.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Did not you introduce it?

The (OLONXTIAL SECRETARY: No, it was
in force when I took office. It scemy a rea-
sonable system. Tt would be unsatisfactory
it the manager isswed tickets without super
Vvi8101m.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He does not complain,

Mr. MeCallum: If you left it to his dis-
cretion, you would not go far wrong.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I call attention to
the state of the Committee.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, nine of ns kept Honse
for four of you last night.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And a dirty paragrarh
was published in the *‘West Australian’’ be-
tause we were a few minutes iate.

[Quorum formed.]

My, MeCailum:
keep them in.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There
shoull be some restriction.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: Will you leave it to the
sceretary to make the restriction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
would not be fair to him. A man can get a
ticket if he presents a letter from a reputable
citizen.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That represents a guaran-
tee, and how many men will give a guarantee?
Try it yourself.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tf the
hen. member believed a man was going {0
work, he would give him a letter.

Hon. P. Collier: That is ridienlous.

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY: The ser
ond course i3 to present a letter from the
employer.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt is not obtainable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
thirdly a sigmature from the person pre
ceeding to the work that the money will h¢
refunded.

Mr. O'Laghlen: They all give that.

Mr. Corboy: And it should be sufficient

Better loek the doors to
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THE COLONIAIL: SECRETARY: In that
case the secrctary vses his diseretion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But you do mnot allow
him to.

The COLOXNTAl: SECRETARY: The.ut-
most comsideration will be given within the
limitas of reason. We shonld not issue a tie-
ket if it is thought the amount will not Be
refunded.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I gave you instances and
offered the signatures and both you and the
secretary turned me down. You asked me to
guaranteo them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I was
asgured that a certain member would guaran-
tee them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T would not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We made a regulation
that we would not aceept o guarantee, ag it
was not wortli the paper it was wrjtten on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hureau is sympathetic, and cannot do more
than issue tickets where the requeat ia con-
sidered reasomable.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You have issued instrue-
tions not to do that without an order from
the employer.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am disappointed that
the Minister has not explained why the old
order of things has been altered. Undoubt-
edly an alteration has been made when a man
produces a letter or telegram showing that he
has an engagement and cannot get a ticket.

Hon. P. Collicr: That is an alteration, be-
cause in auch cases a ticket counld always he
obtained in the past.

Mr. TEESDALE: Yes.
a very capable man.
there to see how the officials treated
the unfortunate men who have to wait
hour after hour for something to do. I
have been in a similar position elsewhere
ond it is a rotten position. I wanted to
cateh them napping, but I found the office
work proceeding with the greatest een-
sideration possible. The officials were sym-
pathetic, and T eould not help being struck
with the difference between the manage-
ment there and one or two other depait-
mentg I have in mind., It wounld be safe to
#ilow this man to use his own diseretion,

Mr. Corboy: Safer than leaving it to the
Minister.

Mr. TEESDALE: He bas been there long
enough to say whether the risk should be
taken, Seventy-three per cent. is a wonder-
ful return, considering the class of labour
which has to be deult with. No member
would ecavil at £100 or more being in a
liquid state.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It does these men no good
to be cadging about towi,

Mr. TEESDALE: The old system should
be restored ao that the cases mentioned by
the member for Forrest could be met. We
should not put the slightest obstacle in the
way of men getting work. God knows we
have erough wasters who do not want work.
When we have men who want to get away,
if the Government cannot help them, then

The secretary is
I have often gome
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by Heavens we have reached a pretly pass.
Let the Government leave the matter to the
secretary without reference to the Minister.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
no knowledge of any system having been
altered.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Will you agree to abolish
the guarantee?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am
advised that ne¢ genuine applicant has any
diffieulty in obtaining a fare. This is
proved by the fact that the fares issued
lasl year exceeded those of the previous
vear by over 1,000,

Hon. W. C. Angwin;: You had a large
number of nnemployed then.

My, Corboy: What iz a genuine applicant
if he is not a man to whom 2Mr. Hitchens
has given a job.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T should
say such a man was a genuine applicant.

Mr. Corboy: Yet he was refused a pass.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The work of the
Labour Bureau should not be judged on a
profit and loss account. It shonld be judged
for ita usefulmess in the life of the com-
munity. Yt has done really good work. Mr.
Hitehens is a very capable man and if
things were left to his diseretion, they would
rot go far wrong. Recently navvies obtain-
ing work in the country have been asked
to produce some agreement for employment.
A mavvy does not enter into an agreement
when he gets a job. There is no written
agrecment between him and hig boss. The
men usually follow a ganger from place to
place and, when a job is finished, they comec
into the city. When the ganger is going
out again, he picks the men up, and tells
them to meet him at a certain place in
readiness to cateh a certain train and he
will start them, When these men go to the
burcan and ask for a fare to sueh and such
a place, they arve nsked to produee an agree-
went. Now, an agreement is altogether
foreign to the navvy’s oceupation. What
does a2 navvy want to get out of town into
the country for, except to work? Keeping *
sich men in tewn is condueive towards
making them ¢‘unemployable’’—a term
which certaiu people frequently use. The
loss involved is, after all, only amatter of
bookkeéping; there is noe exira expense to
the Railway Department becanse thesc men
nre on board a train. In cvery section of
the eommunity there are wasters; that class
ol person is not confined to the ranks of the
workers. The loss in railway faves is not n
financial loss to the country; but, even if it
were a direet peeuniary loss, there would be
an economic gain to the country from pget-
ting the men to work. T urge the Minister
to leave the largest possible discretion to
the officer in charge of the Labour Bureau.

The Premier: But the men with money
ought not to get railway passes.

Mr. MecCALLUM: The man with money
keeps away from the Labonr Bureauw. The
great maiority of the men who obtain passes
may be rough, but they have big bhearts anrd
they pay back when they can.



1638

The Premier: We know that.

Mr. MeCALLUM : WMr. Hitchens knows
these men; and if he does pot kuow an
cpplicant, he knows where to inquire con-
coerning him, and does inquire. The Minister
should give Mr. Hitehens the widest possible
digeretion.

Mr. O'LOGHYEN: Ia the policy going to
te altered? :

The Colonial Secretary: T have no know-
ledge that there has been any change of
policy.

Mr. O¢’LOGHLEXN: Guarantees have heen
taken from memhers of Parliament. That
iz a change of policy, Will guarantees be
required in future?

The Premier: Of eoursc we do not want
frands.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Inquiry
will be made in the direction supggested
Ly the member for Forreat. Naturally, the
depurtment must exercise some dizevetion.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I suggest that too
much attention should not be paid to the
Tmder Seerctary. The man rcsponsible iv the
offirer in charze of the Labour Bureau. He
mnkes every ingniry hefore greanting railway
passes.  (uarantees from members were ab-
olished some years ago. It wonld take con-
sideraMly more than a m~mber’s calary to
mreet the claims in this conrection. Ogension-
allv, n member refused to par up on o puar-
antee. The officer in charge ¢f the Labour
Bureau does exereise great diseretion, more
particularly as regards men obtaining cm-
Movinent thromgh privite regiatry offices,

Mr. MANX: Tt is hardly right that o
private institution should be called npon to
puarantee & Government depariment, but the
Ugly Men’s Arsociation have had to give
gnarantees when obtaining tickets for men
going to jobs in the country, The matter
ended up with a debit of £23, and a letter
from the Crown Law Department threatening
the issue of n writ, TLast weok T had a ease
where three men were ahle to gt work in the
bush, but could not raise their fares. Eventu-
. ally, T got the men awny throngh the good
offices of the Minicter for Werks. The next
day there wers three more men, who were
similarly cirenmstanced. The men agreed to
<ign orders on their first week’s pay. At the
Tabour Burean T have heen told that passes
coitld not he granted without the prodvetion
of acrecments for employment. TEven if the
Tabour DBurean is occasionally taken down
for a fare, that is only a matter of boak-
keeping.

The Minigter for Waorks:
Derpartment suffer then.

Mr, MANNX: Tt is an economic benefit to
the country to get such men cut of the eity
tn work, though T do not supgest that it
costa nothing to carry them hy train. I urge
that greater latitude be given to the officer
in charge of the Labour Buresu.

Put the Railway

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Lunaey and Tnebrintes—£36,500:

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN: What has been
done as regards carrring out the recommen

[ASSEMBLY.]

dations of the Royal Commission on Lunaocy?
Bome of those recommendations would not in-
volve much expense, but would make the
position of the patients more comfortable. 1
da not like to say it, but it is a faet that the
position of paticnts in Western Australia is
worse than that of patients in either New
South Wales, Vietoria or Sonth Australia. 1
bave visited 12 or 13 imstitntione in those
States, and I say the position here is the
worst of the lot. There is no getting away
from the fact that in Western Australia the
patients are prisoners. TIn the other States
they are not prisoners, and ave not confined
between four walls as is the case at Clave-
mont, The Chairman of the Koyal Commis-
rion was very strong in his remarks on the
Claremont institution in that respect. He
peinted out that at small axpense the place
could be made more open for the patients,
80 that they would not be confined so closely.
To this end he suggested the remnval of
cortain  walls, thus providing hetter ven-

tilation. Sp far av T ean learn, nothing
has been done in  that direetion. Tt
was  alan  pecommended that with a little

additional expense there shonld he a ward for
the purpoese of receiving patients so as to
avoid their heing placed with the ehronie
enses at ithe hospital. No attempt has been
nmade to attend to that matter and, so far as
T ean see, nothine has heen dens to ma'e the
patients more comfortable. 1'nless steps arve
taken in that direction, Wrstern Anstralia
will labanr umler a stioma reearding its
Jungey adiministeation, The hnildine was con-
strueted in aeceordanes with the old stvle and,
consequently, is by no means up to date,
With slight alterations, however, it could be
made much more eomfortable for the patients.
The Commission alzo made a rerommendation
regarding a nurses’ home. Hon. members do
rot realise the position. At the time the Com-
niission sat there were, speaking from mem-
ory, between 80 and 90 girls at the institu-
tion and only 13 of them had had three
vears’ exrverience. The girls will not remain
tlrere, with the result that the institntion has
not the number of qualified nurses neecessary
in the interecsts of the patients. The girls
sleep in little wards adjoining the main ward
and their rooms are not satisfactory. The
niatron asked us to mo inte one room where
tlere was a sick girl, and it was so small
ttat one conld hardly swing a cat in it
Further, that girl’s room adjoined the ward
where the noisy patients sleep. A number of
nurses on night duty had to sleep during the
day over the scullery, with the resuli that
theie rest was hroken. Apart from the brief
interrals when they were off duty and away
from the institution, they were ennstantly
amongst the patients. Dr, Jones, of Vietoria,
who is a first class offlcer, atated that the
nurses must he properly treated inm these in-
stitutions. T do not say anything derogatory
to the vurses we have. They are doine tha
best in the cireumstanees in which they are
placed. Dr. Jones emphasised the point that
if the mnrea wore to he retnined, they must
be made comfortable. Tn the Eastern States
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aftention is paid to that aspeet. I was
pleaced to hear the Minister say that the diet
had been improved. Now that the summer is
approaching, T hope he will see that fruit is
jrovided for the patients. In a country like
Western Australia, where fruit is allowed to
rot on the ground, it is strange that patients
very rarely see fruit, unuless some is received
from Whitby. The Commission recommended
the introduction of legislation regarding the
release of patients, and I hope the Minister
will bring forward the necessary Bill this
seasion. As the law stands to-day, a case can-
not be hrought hefore a judge so long as
there is any doubt about the sanity of the
patient concerncd. The C(‘ommission recom-
mended that if a person desired to secure the
release of a patient whose mental eondition
was such that he would not be dangerous to
the community at large, the law should he
amended to enable him lo have his Jiberty.
By the expenditure of comparatively small
sums of money, improvements ecan be carried
out at some of the existing buildings and
thus obviate the immediate necessity for the
bigger expenditure for a new institution. If
another room were provided at Green Place
a number of patients could be transferred to
that spot. At present women patients
uuder the control of two nurses leok after
this home, The women are not actually insane
but their condition is such that they are not
fit to be at large. It is the only place, how-
ever, where the doors are thrown open and
thc iamates allowed to go into the garden at
will. Tt is a beautifut site, and the chairmun
of the (‘ommission approved of additional
accommmnodation heing provided and a number
of paticats bring transferred there. At
Whitby Falls a few patients are accommo-
dated, and if another room were erected
quite a number of patients from the main
justitution conld be sent there and allowed to
work on the farm. A new institution will
have to be provided in time but there is no
necessity for great expenditure at present.
When the gquestion eof vwite is settled, the
grounds can be prepared and the work of
providing the new institution can go cn by
degrees. One of the most important things
that appealed to me during my visit to the
Eastern States was the recepfion homes. I
wag particularly struck with the fact that they
were all small. In conversation with those
in control here, I am afraid there is a ten-
dency to provide a place that will develop
into an institution. Provision should be
made for not more than about 20 male
patients and 20 women patients. If homn.
membera could only see the reception homes
in New Sguth Wales they would quickly
bring pressure to bear on the Government to
have similar provision made here. The re-
port of the Commission is Lefore members
and it deals exhaustively with many of these
questions. The Inspector General of New
Scuth Wales informed me that in that State
they have glightly over 40 per cent. of re-
coveries out of all the admissions. He said
that over 35 per cent. leave the reception
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homes without being deelared insane. This
ia a matter that affects the general publie,
and T trast the Minister will not delay the
provision of n reception home here. 1f pos-
sible I would like to see it erccted along the
river so that the view will attract the at-
tention of patients, who will not feel con-
fined as they do at present., The system of
administration is somewhat different here
from that which obtains in the other Statea.
Tn New South Wales the superintendent has
complete control over the whole institution,
but he confines his dutics entirely to the
patients, Under the superintendent is a man-
ager who has control of the outside work,
enabling the former to devote greater atten-
tion to the patients. Dr, Sinelair said they
bhad been very fortunate in that there had
never been a clash between the superinten-
dent and the manager in that State. In gome
inatitutions the manager lookas after the
whole place and the doctor omly pays occa-
sional visits. In those eases chronic patients
are kept in the instituion but they are al-
lowed to go about as they please. TIn Vie-
toria almost a similar system is in operatiou,

but they have a secretary instead of
a manager and he relieves the superin-
tendent of the outside work. The only

place that can be compared with Western
Australia is South Australia, where they have
only one institution which is econtrolled hy a
board of threc. The Inspector General takes
no part in the administration of the Asylum
except a3 chairman of the board of control.
The hoard meet regnlarly, cxamine acconnts,
see that econoay in purchasing supplies is
observed, and {hey pass on the aceounts for
payment by the Government. There ia a
superintendent, who iz in control, and -there
is a steward who takes charge of the out-
side work. Trom what T was told in the
Eastern States their opinion of the trouble
cxperienced in Western Australia, is that it
has been due to the faet that the Inspector Gen-
eral i8 also the administrator and inspects
his own work. The Royal Commission recom-
mended that the Inspector (ieneral shounld not
regide in the hospital, that the superinterdent
ghould be in charge, and that the Inspector
General ahonld see to it that the work is ear-
ricd out -in accordance with the Aet. We
have had dual control, the Inspector General
and the superintendent both administering
the ingtitution. I urge on the Minigter the
ercetion of the reception house for patients.
In South Australia one has been erected at
a considerable distance from the Parkside in-
stitution. Dr. Morris said to me in Adelaide,
‘“Whatever you do, do not build your recep-
tion hospital near the main institution; for
if you do you will have a stigma cast on a
man who is suffering from some simple tem-
porary derangement of the brain.’”’ When 1
entered Gladesville I was gurprised at the con-
ditions. There were no uniforms of any kind.
Bome of the women were knitting, while
others were sewing. The doors were all un-
locked. At the head of the siairs was a
fairly large landing, where the night nurse
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could sit and see everything that was poing
on. From the top.of a 4ft. dado to the ceiling
wos a continuous expanse of leadlights, mak-
ing everything bright and cheerful. All
around the landing were flower stands, and
vases filled with roses. There were carpets
ou all the floors. Tverything was made as
cheerful ns possible for the patients. On
entering the asylum at Claremont, on the
other hand, one is struck only by the rows of
chroniv. cascs, the worst to be found any-
where,

Mr. McCallum drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.

Hon. W, €., ANGWIN: The other States
are trying all they know to cure brain trou-
bles in their invipient stages. We should en-
deavour to follow their example. T urge the
Government to immediately provide some of
the eonveniences to be found in all the other
States. In our institution, not only the build-
ings but the very furniturc has a tendency,
not to cure the patients, but te impede their
cure, T trust some of the recommendations of
the Royal Commission will be put into effeat.

Mr., MANN: T wish to bring under notice
the work being done by the After-care So-
cicty, a band of ladies and gentlemen who ae-
cept diseharged patients, raise funds for their
sustenance, and find suitable employment for
them. TIn some instances it is many weeks
before suitable employment can be found for
those disecharged patients, and, in conse-
quence, the society are hard put to it fo pro-
vide the necessary funds. Sincc the Govern-
ment sanctioned the appointment of this
socicty, they should provide some funds for
the carrying on of the society’s work.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T hope the Government
will make some alteration with regard to this
institution. We have four medical men at
(Maremont. T am advised that the first assizt-
ant, a particelarly capable officer recently ap-
pointed, lag no fewer than two-thirds of the
patients under his dirert charge. Nowhere
else in the world does anything like that
prevail, and there can be ouly one result:
either the doctor’s health will break down
or he will loesc interest in his work. It is
impossible for him to do justice to such a
number of patients. In the United States
the asylums average 150 patients per dector,
and nowhere in Eigland or on the Continent
is there a bigger average than 250. Yet this
doctor has 700 out of the 1,100 patients nn-
der his charge. The TInsiector General's
work is largely that of management. There is
no necessity to have a doctor in that position.
It is for a business man to attend to the
vommereial side. Very little medieal know-
ledge is required in the position. The onl-
medieal work heing done is that of inspertion
at Whithy and Green Place. The medical
inspection of these places could casily he ear-
ried out by the loval practitioner. The Tu-
spector Gencral occasion:illy goes to Strom-
ness, but that is 4 Comwmdenwealth institution

-ingtitution, that is what it is.

{ASSEMBLY.]

and the Commonwealth Government should
lcok after it.

The Colonial Secretary: He performns duties
there for which the Btate is paid by the Com-
monwealth,

Mr, MeCALLUM: Arrangements could be
muade for that inspection to be done by one
of the local practitioners. It does not justify
the keeping of a medieal man as Inspector
Ueneral, The general management work in
the ldastern States is done by a scerctary, a
bosiness man.  We should not overload the
first assistant with 700 patients and have a
doctor doing the business portion of the work.
arliament passed an Aet providing for &
e and making them ihe head authorities
of the department. Their powers were to
Ite defined by regulation, but to date no reg-
ulations have been framed. 1t was said at the
time that the decision of Parliament was op-
posed to the views of the Inspector Genersl,
who did not want the board, The hoard have
no defined powers and there is a couflict of
authority. The board do not kuow where
they are, and the Ingpector General can ig-
nore or gverride them, By the omission to
frame regulations, Parliament has Teen
flouted. Parlinment set up the board and looked
to them to generally supervise the depart-
ment, and yet the board are practically with-
out power. Repgulations should be framed
promptly that the board might know what
authority they have, and iu order to give them
the status Parliament intended them to hawe.
As to allowing patients freedom to get out
into. the pardens instead of being kept as
prisovers behind elosed walls, we know what
15 being done in other parts of the world. Can
the Minister say whether any arrangeinsnt
was made for Dr. Bentley, while in England,
to visit the institutions and submit a report?

The Colonial Secretary: Something was
wentioned, and [ helieve it is his intention
to do so. '

Mr. MeCALLUM: Was a definite arrange-
ment made?

The Coloninl Secretary: 1T am not sure.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt would be a great pity

j if we missed the opportonity to pet Dr..Bent-

ley .to learn the latest methods and submit
a veport. If it mecans only the cost of a
cable, the cost should he incnrred.

The Colonial Secretary: I shall look into
that, and if it has not been authorised, I shall
see that it is done, B

Mr, Teesdale called aktention to the state

. of the Clommittes. :

Hon, P. Cellier: A uscless, lazy, loafing
What are they
taid for? A loafing gang of go-glows.

Mr. MceCALLUM: One Minister here!

Houn. P. Collier: T they saw a navey on
the job straighten his ba<k, they would talk
about him going slow. The Chamber is an
absolute graveyard.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
The CHATRMAN: Once move my attention

has heen ealled to the state of the Committos,
there being no quorum jpresent,
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Mr. SPEAKER: Ring the bella.

Hon. P, Collier: Count in the Sergeant-at-
Arms and *“ Hansard”’ or you will not he able
to get cnough.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the House
and there is & quorum present.

[Mr. Angelo resumed the Chair.}

Mr. MeCALLUM: We had better lock the
doors this time. I hope the Minister
will recognise that it is unreasonable
to expect one doctor to aitend to 700
patients. The necessary regulations giv-
ing powers to the Board of Visitors should
be framed as soon as possible, so ag to give
effect to the intentions of Parliament.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It is well known that
the control of the Lunacy Ilepartment has
been the subject of much Adiscussion in Par-
liament during the past few years, and also
last year the subjeet of investigation by a
Royal Commiggion. Whilst making allowance
for the faet that the Minister has not long
been in coatrel of this depariment, still 1
take it that the officers of the department
have supplied him with fairly full notes of
its work. What has been done to give effect
to any or all of the rccommendations of the
Royal Commission;} In 1920 Parlament
passed an amendment to the Lunacy Aet.
The chief feature of the amending meae-
ure was the reorganisation of the Board of
Vigitors. From that featurs, it was antiei-
pated at the time, great improvements would
result. If it is a fact, as stated by the last
speaker, that althongh the Act was passed two
Years age, no regulations have yet been pro-
mulgated for the work of the Board of Visi-
tore, it is evidence of scandalous negleet. As
rcgards the Lunacy Department, there is at
work some infloence which means to defr
Parliament. The Act of 1920 conferred upon
the Board of Visitora very important dutics,
so important that if they had been earried
out as intended by the last Parliament, great

. reforms would have been oronght aheut in
the management of the Clarement institution,
Mectings of the board were 1o he held at
regular intervals. The board was empowered
to make regulations for the performmance of
its business and duties. The board was to visit
the institution at least once in every manth,
and also at such other times as the Min-
ister might direct. The hoarl was to report
to the Minister after visiting the institution.
Copies of all the reports made to the Min-
ister by the hoard were 1o Fe laid before
both Houses. So far as T am aware, there
has not bren one copy of wuy report made
by thie board to a Minister presented to the
Assembly since the Act was passed two years
ago. I do not know whether the hoard has
made any reports to the Ministor,

The Colenial Secretary: Yres; the reports
regularly reach the Minister.

Hon. P. COLLYER: Then tlere has been a
dereliction of duty somcwhere in the depart-
ment, becanse copies of such reports have not
been laid before both Houses of Parliament.
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The Colonial Secretary: I shall see that
that is done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That provision was
specially inserted in the Act in order that
Parliament might know that clrect was given
to its express wishes. Althougih it is nearly 12
months sinee the Royal Commission reported,
effect has not been given, so far as I know,
to any one of the recommendations of the
Commission, except possibly the recommen-
dation  regarding quality and variety of
the diet of the patients. It is time Parlia-
ment altered its attitude townrds the Lunacy
Department. We are not sincere with our-
selves or with the people. Month after month
and year after year Royal Commissions are
appointed, spending much {ime and trouble
and money in investigating matters affecting
the administration of various departments;
and the Commissions’ recommendations are
presently pigeon-holed and nothing at all is
done. Undoubtedly it was tha desire of Par-
liament that some reforms should follow the
appointment of the Royal Gommission on
Lunacy. Y know very well that one of the
chicf obstacles in the way nf ncecessary re-
forms in this instance is that a large sum of
money would be involved in the erection of a
new institution, But assuredly ths Commais-
sion’s recommendations as fo struetural alter-
ations of the existing institution could be ear-
ried out at a very small cost sud with great
henefit to the inmates. In ome instance, it
is merely a matter of knocking out portions
of o partition in order to create a current of
air and thus secure better ventilation in some
of the dormitories. The provision of veran-
dahs wonld ecnable the sick and infirm to
sleep outside and secure the benefit of the
fresh air. Quite a lot of the rccommendatons
hy the Clommission would involve alterations
that could be carried out at the cost of a few
hundred pounds. So far ns T know, nothing
has heen done.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

The Colonial Secretary:  Smnething has
been done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that altera-
tions have heen made regarding the diet, and
the visits of medical officers and so
forth, but mnothing has been done in
the way of the alterations sugpested by
the Commission. If hon. members read
the report of the Royal Commission they
will find therein statements which should
make the people of this State ashamed of the
manner in which we treat these unfortunate
people. The Commission said that the in-
stitution was more like a gaol than a hospital.
Throughaut the report, there are statements of
that kind. I feel inclined to read the report
through from beginning to end, beeause it
might serve to make members take secrious
notice of the points raised in it, and induee
us to spend some money in improving the
conditions. I am afraid we are only playing
with our responsibilities. Take this para-
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graph which appears in the Commission’s
report:—

The econditions which now prevail at
Claremont cannot conduce to the best in-
terests of the patients towards recovery—
its large barrack rooms, barcly and badly
furnished, its prison-like counditions under
continually locked doors, are in great c¢on-
trast with institutions i1n other States of
the Commonwuvalth, and onz cannot be sur-
prised at the statement of the Tnspector
General in evidence that ‘“we have praetie-
ally had no new furniture for 14 years. |
am ashamed to take people through my
wards. The turniture i3 dwindling away;
onee it is smashed, it is not replaced.’’
These conditions should be altered us early
as possible.

A summary of the vecommendations
is attached to the report, the reasons
in  support of the rocommemlations

appearing in other portions or the report.
T'nder the big heading of *¢ Accommeodation, ™’
the Commission recommend the establishment
of a reception house or acute mental hos-
pital. The member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon, W. C. Anpwin) has already dealt
with that matter at length. This will in
volve the expenditire of some money in
buoildings, hut when it is remembered that
aomething like 35 per cent. of those who go
to the reception houses in the Eastern States
never go into the Asylum, but recover their
health, we must realise the importance of this
institution. The Commission also recommend
that additions and alteratious to the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Tnsane should be ear-
ried ont to cope with overcrowding by means
of the ercction of a nurses’ home, the con-
version of the existing nurses® guarters into
a new female ward, and the conversion of
workshops into a male ward,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a beautiful
stone building.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is wasted as o
workshop, and with the alteration suggested,
which wonld involve very small expenditure,
it ecould be put to greater wse in the inter-
ests of the patients, The Commission also
recommended the remodelling of the kitehen
bloek, and the conversion of the isolation
block into wards for imbecile children and the
provision of additional pavilions, the crea-
tion of new reception wards and the erection
of verandahs. In a climate snch as we have
here, provision should be made for sleeping
out of donrs. When we remember that the
whole institution 1a seandalously overcrowded,
we must realise that there is fhe greater
need for provision heing made for verandahs
and so forth. These alterations will not in-
volve the expenditure of much money.

Mr. Corboy drew attention to the state of
the Committee.

Q@uorum formed.

Hor. P, COLLIER: Another recommenda-
tion of the Commission which might well he

carried ont is the provision of better ventila-
tion in the wards. Then there are the eree-
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tion of a baker’s oven, the extension of cer-
tain buildings, the inereasing of the size of
the airing court at X bloek, the alteration
of doors to single rooms, the removal of divi-
gional walls in the airing courts, revision of
the administrative system on the lines of
South Australian legislation, and the im-
provement of the dietary seale, The Com-
wtission made strong comments on the dietary
seale, and declared that it was never varied.
T vnderstand an improvement has been
effected in that respect. Is it the intention of
the  Minister to pgo inte these questions?
Thus far he has not hal much time, I admit,
but unless the matter be taken in hand by a
AMinister determined to improve the condi-
tions that have prevailed, nothing whatever
will he done. We have proof of that in the
fact that the beard upon whieh Parliament
relicd to effect improvements at the institu-
tion have so far fniled. I believe 2 poliey
of passive resistance has been adopted hy
those in vontrol of the institution. The
hoarl are not to le permifted to earry out
the reforms which Parliament expected of
them.  The Commission also reccommended a
smafl amendment of the Aet. Jt is not too
late in the session cven now to bring down
the neeessary Bill.  TUnder the heading of
“*Overerowding'* the board say that on the
original cubie eapaeity basis the TInapector
General caleulates that there are in the in-
stitution 3137 patients too many. IEven on a
greatly improved cobic capacity basis, it ap-
peara there are 270 patients too many. It is
an appalling reflection on everyone of us
that we permit these things, T admit that
this particulnr reform invelves a large ex-
penditure. Put anmeéroms improvements could
he made on a very small expenditure, Every-
thing that can be donc™with the present in-
stitution, short of the expenditure of a large
sum of money, ought to bhe donc and dome
immediately. The Commission does not re-
eommend the erection of an entirely new
institotion, the view taken being that if effeet
were given to the recommendations made, it
would be sufficient for some time to come.
T know that is not the view of those in aunth-
ority, who have lieen looking around for sites
and having plans prepared for new huildings.
However, I am afraid that, in view of the
present cost of building, if we do not attempt
to improve the cxisting buildings nothing
will be done for many years to come. Y took
great interest in the Bill of 1920, There had
heen much Jdissatisfaction in Parliament for
some years prior to the infroduction of that
Bill. I felt convineed that the Bill, if it
were earnestly adminirtered, would go a long
way towards some weasure of reform. But
we learn that after two years the regula-
tions poverning the hoard’s funetions have
not heen framed, aud find that although the
Act stipulates that copics of their reports and
recaommendations shall be presented to Par-
liament, not one sueh cony bas been so pre-
sented. T hope that will be remedied and
that, further, the Minister will have copics
of all past reports laid on the Table.
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The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: I regret
these reports have not been placed on the
Table. I must take the blame for that. They
bave come along, and I have perused them,
In res-ect of the recommendations of the
Commission, the recent appointment of tweo
additional doctors will make a good deal
of diffcrence down there. Provision has been
made for a slightly mere liberal dietary
seale. The After-care Soeiety has been
formed, and there is on the Estimatrs an item
of E100 for the assistance of its work.
The sites for the proposed reception home and
convalescent home have heen inspected, but
there will be a good deal of diffienlty in
arriving at a decigsion. There is a Class ‘*A?!
reserve which I think offers the best site,
and I hepe that if it is finally recommendled,
memboers will sanction its use for thiz pur-
pese. DButter shows an increase and mar-
gurine a corresponding redwction, Tt is in-
tended to use butter so soon as the price
drops sufiiciently to warrant it. The recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission have
reeeived at lesst some consideration, but it
js difficult in the restrieted time at one's dis-
posal to do everything. I am looking forward
to the rising of Parliament when these mat-
ters will be attended to so far as opportunity
and ability permit.

Mr. MeCaollum:
three years.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Everyone
is syinpathetic towards the inmates of this
institution. I have also visited Jandakot
where it i3 propesed to establish something
in tke nature of a home farm.

This has hung fire for

Ttem, Inspector General of Insane and In-
ebriates, £852:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am quite satisfied
that the reason greater improvement has not
been cffected in the mamagement of this m-
stitution is because of the hostility of the
Inspector General. There can be no question
about that. For years the Inspector General
has resisted with all his power any alteration
in the old management of the institution.
‘He was opposed to the amending Aet. He
was opposed to anything which would alter
the eonditions which have prevailed in the
management of the institntion for so many
vears. The principal feature of the Act of
1920 was the apnointment nf a visiting board.
There has always been a board of visitors,
but the duties and powers of the board were
greatly enlarced hy the Amending Act, 1t
was the deliberate intention of Parliament
to give the board very great powers, believ-
ing that it would lead to a necessary improve-
nment in the management of the institution.
Section 95 deals with the powers and duties
of the board and paragraph (g) of Sub-
clanse 1 reads—

The hoard mav give instructions to the
Inspector General as to the management of
the institntion otherwise than in regard to
medical treatment of patients but subjeet

- to regulations.
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before the board ecan proceed to give effect
to that paragraph it is necessary to have
regulations framed and adopted. These
regulativns have not yet been framed; com-
sequently, that portion of the Aet has been
& dead letter. TFhe board have not been ablo
to de what Parliament authorised and in-
tended they should do, and they are mot iun
a position tu-day to give instructions to the
Juspuector General. The board cannot frame
the regulations. This i3 not a matter £or the
board. The board may make regulations
gorerning their own movements and pra-
cedure, but the regulations which would en-
able the board to give instructiona as to the
management of the imstitution c¢an only be
wade by the Minister. 1 want to know
whether the Minister will have the mnecessary
regulations prepated and gazetted at the
earlicst possible moment to enable the board
to function as Parliament intended it should
do. How long is Parliament going to sub-
mit to the obstinate dictatorial attitude of
the officer in charge of the institution?
After exercising all his power and influence
to prevent these provisions being passed, and
after having heen defeated, he has attained
his purpos¢ evidently by influencing the Min-
jster or those in charze to such an extent
that no regnlationy have yot been promul-
gated. The whole crux of the matter is that
under the Act the boardl may give instructions
to the Inspector General with regard to the
management, We do not require a highly
trained medical officer drawing a big salary
and spending his time attending to details of
the management of the institution, buying
bread and ordering tea and milk and asugar
and seeing that the pigs are fed. That is noet
work for a trained wmedical man. It was in
order that the Inspector Gemeral might be
relieved of that work and that such work
might he taken over or supervised to some
extent by the board that the Amending Aet
was passed. Buot the Inspector General goes
on attending to the buying of tea and bread
amd milk and things of that kind.

Mr, Mann: The board have been doing a
good deal,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have not been
doing all Parliament intended they shoull de
or all that the Aet says they should do,
simply because of the absence of regulations.
Under paragraph 8 of Section 7 it will be
necessary for the Minister to frame regala-
tions enabling the board to give instrue-
tions. This Committee should mark its dis-
approval of the manner in which things
have heen going on by reducing the item on
the Estimates. It is intolerable that Parlia-
ment should be defied year after year by a
highly placed officer who has certain powers,
anil who apparently is able to influence
Ministers and others to prevent the will of
Parliament being carried out. That is what
has actually happened.

The Colonial Secretary: I have not seen
any indication of that. '

Hon. P. GOLLIER: I &¢ not suppose the
present Minister has yet had opportunity to
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Tiecome thoroughly informed regarding the
many departments within the scope of the
Colonial Secretary. There are too many de-
rartments nnder the Colonial Secretary, and
they are so varted in nature as to eall for a
diversity of experience impossible for any
ora man to possess. It would take any man
twe or three years even to beepme reasou-
ully acquainted with the ramifications of all
tiic departments under the control of the
Uolonial Seeretary. If the Minister will
rarefully observe tbe operatiops of the
Lunacy Department, he must come to the
ronelusion that the Claremont institution is
not being administered so well aa it might
‘be. T ask him to take particular note of the
need for framing the regulations which will
enable the board to carry out their dutiea
a8 intended by Parliament.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN. Undoubtedly Par-
diament intended tbat the board should
udvige regarding the administration of th:
Claremont hospital, of course outside the
trcatment of the patients. The select com-
mittee recommended that there should be a
Loard of wmanagement, but the Minister of
tlie day did not agree with that.  After
much discussion in this Chamber the Min-
ister aceepted an amendment giving the
Lioard power to make recommendations as
to administration, but thonght it should be
done under regulations. The provision in
question, however, has remaincd a dead
letter.

Hon, P. Collier: A seandalous thing !

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Unfortunately the
Aet vests the power to visit only in the
Woard, and not in members of the board
irdividually. The Royal Commission reeom-
mended an alteration in that respeet. Asg it
is, no member of the board ean pay a sur-
prise visit., I do not say that a member of
the board, if he visited the inmstitution by
himself, would not be alluwed to inspeet if;
but individually members of the board have
not the right which Parliament intended
they should have. The Royal Commission’s
report was fairly strong as to neither the
Tnspeetor General nor the Superintendent
paying enough surprise visits to the wards;
and that was the opinion not only of the
lay members of the Commission, but also
of the expert. Tt appearcd that neither of
those two officers visited a ward at night
except very rarely. The expert member of
the Commission stated that, in his opinien,
it is urgeutly necessary for a medical officer
to be in the ward at night occasionally in
arder that he wmay understand the condition
of the patients. Further, the Commission
found that the medical officers ravely visited
the wards at meal times, or that this was
done in merely a perfunctory manver. The
expert memher of the Commission recom-
mended that the wards should be frequently
visited by the medieal officers at meal times
in erder that the diet of the patients might
be supervised. The Board of Visitora attend
at the institetion fortnightly, beeanse they
eannot inspest the whole institution in a
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day. Individually they Lhave no power to
Jay surprise visits, and an alteration is
recommended by the Royal Commission in
thet respect, so that individudal members
night visit the inatitution officially. T think
hen. members will agree that the hoard
should have power to ussist in the admin-
istration, Jn that respect their hands are
completely tied, although they were ap-
pointed two years back., The Act empowers
the board to make recommendations to the
Minister as to alteration of regulations. If
the regulations are not so framed as to
admit of the board’s work being earried out
in a proper manmer, the beard can recom-
mend alterations. However, no regulations
whatever have heen framed. At the time
of the passing of the Act this House was
teld definitely that regulations would be
1ramed permitting the hoard to take part in
the administration. Tn Sounth Australin
therc is a statutory board which administers.
It conaists of the South Australian Inspector
General and two other members, who are
patd. On the other hand, the visitors are
not paid in South Awustralia, Thogse who
krow that State arc aware that Dr. Morris
has made a wonderful change in the treat.
ment of the patienta. He has made the
institution much brighter than it was previ-
ously. Formerly Parkside was in the centre
of a large group of pine trees, and a miser-
ably dark-ivoking place. Dr. Morris had the
Pine trees removed and replaced by gardens,
of which the patients avail themgelves.
T the Claremont irstitution the patients
are kept between brick walls at the back.
At Cailan Park, the only divisions between
the patients comprise open iron fences with
spaces of din. between the eross wires. The
patients ecan talk to each other through the
fence. There are no brick walls, such ns we
see at Claremont. The new hospital outside
Heidelberg has been construeted on an en-
tirely opposite principle from that of our
own asylum. There the medical officer can
stand on his verandah and see all the patients
about him. When speaking to the superin-
tendent, I said: ¢‘T cannot understand your
ingtitution here at all. If you go into some
wards at Claremont, instead of being amongst
human beings, it is like going amongst wild
beasts who run around you and shout at the
top of their voices, One has to look out that
he does not get & blow, Why are your pati-
ents here so much quieter than those in West-
ern Australial’’ The superintendent replied:
“T know vour institution in Western Aus-
tralia, and T put this te you: If you were
confined for six months inside four hriek
walls, would you he normal?’’ There iz no
doubt that our svstem iy detrimental to the
paticnts. The regulations contemptated up-
der the legislation passed by this House,
should he framed. We have a man on the
board of visitors who has made a great study
of lunacy questions. He has travelled the
world over and hag visited all the big institu-
tions in Earope and America, He did that
at his own expense, and reported to the Gov-
ernment on the result of his inquiries. I am
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confident he will be of great assistance to the
authorities if power is given to him and the
other members of the board to carry out the
desires of Parliament. TUnfortunately, their
hands are ticd now just as they were before
the amending legislation was agreed to, ox-
cept as regards the patients. I hope the Min-
ister will see that the regulations are framed
n8 soon as possible. All the braing are not
to be found in one man, and if several men
who take a decp imterest in the question are
able to advise the Mipister on matters of ad-
ministration as well, better results will be
achieved, Every member is anxious to see
an improvement in connection with these un-
fortunate people and, if possible, eures effee-
ed

Hon. P. Collier: When we appointed the
Royal Commission we thought we were doing
something.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The then Minister
fought very strongly against the board of
control at that time. In fact, T am confident
that the state of the House was sueh that if
the Minister had not agreed to deal with this
point in " the regulations, the House would
have stated definitely in the Bill that the
board should take part in the administration
of the institution. The Minister found it neces-
sary to adjourn the debate to congider the
position. No regulations, however, have heen
framed, and, thercefore, the Aet has becn
voided. The board eannot put forward auny
recommendations to the Govermmnent regard-
ing the administration of the institution.

Mr. MeCALLOM: The Minister has a very
competent hoard of men and women who have
spent a lot of time disinterestedly in connee-
tion with this work. These people will not bhe
content to continue their job year after year,
without knowing what their aunthority really
is. At present they are working under an
Aet which provides for regulations to he
framed defining their powers and authority.
That has not been done and the hoard can
merely report to the Minister on ordinary
happenings at the institution. The Minister
has put up the plea that le is new to office
and has only seven days in the week, He
should remember that two years have passed
since this matter was dealt with, and there is
an officer who has drawn £850 per year since
then, who should have moved in that direction
for the Minister.

The Colonial Sceretary: It has been pointed
out that it is not that officer’s duty to do so.

Mr. MeCALLUM: SBurely it is his duty to
recommend to the Minister what should be
done. Ts this officer to be allowed to draw
his salary for two years without knowing
what his authority really is and withoat as-
sisting the Minister to deal with these mat-
ters? He should have pointed out this phase
of the question to the Minister and helped to
have the regulations framed.

Hon. P. Collier: He was hostile to the
board; he hated the board and the powers
to be given to them., He has defled Parlia-
ment, or someone else has.
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Mr, MeCALLUM: It was common know-
ledge at the time that the Inspector General
of the Insane was opposed to a new law being
passed. It was generally known that he was
against the appointmeni of the hoard. He
has beer able te get behind the decision of
Parliament and flout the House by not baving
the regiilations framed and put into force.
The Act goes further than has been indicated.
The board cannot even do the work it should
carty out in connection with the_patients,
much less respecting the institution generally,
until the regulations are framed. I remem-
ber reading somewhere that, on a previous
ocension, advice was given to the Minister
that if he was to be successful in his job, he
would have to keep a stiff upper lip. I wish
to repeat that advice.

The Colonial Sceretary: Tt ia not required
any more now than it was then.

Hon. P. Collier: You will find it is neces-
sary to have a stiff upper Hp in order to con-
trol this institution before you are finished
with it.

Mr, MeCALLUM: 1f the regulations are
framed and the beard is to carry on the work
as Parliament intended should be done, the
Minister will require a stiff upper lip.

The Coloniel Secretary: I hope that is said
in the same tone and with the same touch
of gentle humour as the former statement
regarding my stiff upper lip.

My, McCALLUM: There is no humour in
what T am smggesting. 1 know the will that
is behind this officer, and if he can flout the
Minister, he will do so. He has done that for
two years.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, for many years,

Mr. MecCALLUM: If Parliament is to say
that one man can flout the will of the people,
and set the authority of Parliament aside,
what is to be the position in the end? I
hope the Minister will insist wpon these
regulations being framed early, so that the
board shall have clearly defined power. The
hoard members are thoroughly competent,
and keenly interested in their work., It is
not easy to discover what the work of the
Inspector General is. Until recently, he did
the buying for the institution, but now it is
done by the Government Stores. In any case,
it is not a job for a doctor, to be managing
the institution, and attending to the com-
mer¢in) gide. That should be for a business
man. There are four medical men down
there, yet a young doctor is left in charge of
700 patients. What does the Inspector
General dot Apparently he plays golf all
day.

%on. P. Collier: A man with a Govern-
ment motor car ¢an always put in his time
agreeably.

Mr. McCALLUM: When the Minister
starts out for reform, he will find obstinate
opposition in the Inspector Gemeral. Why
have the board been allowed to go on for two
years without knowing where they are, and
with the Inspector General carrying out
funetions which it was interded the board
should perform?t
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 wil}
look into this question Fforthwith. If Par-

liament gave certsin instructions, those in-
structions must be earried out. I should be
sorry to find that the circumstances justified
the opinions expressed by tic hon. member.
There has bcen nething to indicate 3 lack
of regard on the part of the officer in ques-
tion. However, 1 assure the hon. member
that the position will be looked into.

Hon. Pt COLLIER: The difficulty is that
the Minister is new, not only to the depart-
ment, but to Parliament alse. The manage-
ment of this institution has a hittory which
ante-dates the Minister 's advent in the House,
and, consequently, he has not a personal
knowledge of what has taken place in Par-
liament during the past four or five years.
Prior to the last elections, when the Minister
was returned, the contrel and manngement
of this institution were the subject of long
and warm debates, session after session. It
ended in the Bill of 1920. The temper of
Parlizment had become exhausted. Notwith-
gtanding continual protests, the Tnspector
General had suceeeded in resisting the desire
of the House for improvement. When the
Bill of 1920 was going through, the Ingpector
General was always about here in the ecorri-
dora, One night he said he would damn well
see to it that the hoard did not have any
power. That was the attitude of the In-
spector General. If Parliament had had any
idea of what was going to happen, the powers
of the board would Thave been clearly
defined in the Aet, instead of heing left to be
fixed by repulation. If the Minister who was
in office then were controlling the depariment
to-day, and the position no better than it is,
Y should not be prepared to allow this item
to be passed at all. However., the nresent
Minister eannot be held responsible. ‘The
only way in which the Mouse will get an
alteration will be by striking out the item of
the Inspector General. There is a superinten-
dent, who ean manage the institution much
more satisfaetorily than it is being managed
at present. The only thing for the Committee
to do is to take the matter into its own hands,
and strike out the item. Tn fact T move—

That the item be struck out.

I do not feel assured that the Minister will
effect the necessary alteration during the
next twelve months. If I am in the House
next vear, when we reach the Estimates of
thia department, if the same state of affairs
obtains., T will certainly do all I can to pre-
vent the Estimates getting through.

Tha COLONTAL SECRETARY: I hope
the Leader of the Opposition will withdraw
his motion, and at least give me an oppor-
tunity to earry into effect the promise I have
made.

Amendment put and negatived,

Vote put and passed.

Vate—QOhservatory, £1,957:

Mr, LUTEY: I move—

That the vote he struck out.
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This (livision ecomes up yenr after yenr, We
Lave debated it many times and two years 1go
o motien to strike it out was almost carried.
Only the able advocacy of the member for
Kanowna saved it. This institution shouil
be a charge on the Comuonwealth Govern-
ment. Ho long as the State continnes to pay
for it, the Conunonwealth will do mothing in
the matter. @ helieve representations have
heen made to the ('ommonwealth, but still the
State is burdened with the expense.

Mr. LAMBERT: This is one of the thinps
we should insist on the Federal authorities
taking over at once. The prosent finaneial
position of the State does not warrant us
spending this sum on un abstract science.

Hon, P. Collier: Abstract! 1t is one of
the rxact seiences.

Mr. LAMBERT: But from the State point
of view it scrves no practieal purpose. An
observatory is all very nice for a country that
can afford it, but for 4 strupgling State in
the infancy of its development to be saddled
with such an institution 13 scandalous. Tt is
our duty to tell the Federal Government that
we are not going to continue it or to permit
them to dodge their obligationa any longer.
The sooner we assert our authority, the soonar
shall we pet something like a fair deal from
the Federal Government. The Premier should
be eourageous enough to say that we ean do
without this institntion.

The Minister for Agriculture: This institu-
tion?

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 was not referring to
Parliament. If the interest shown in the
work here to-night is indicative of the value
of Parliament, the sooner it is done away with,
the better. If it were not for the consistent
attendance of members of the Opposition,
Parlinment would be a laughing stock and a
disgrace. The Commonwealth should be made
to recognise their obligations regarding the
Observatory.

Hon. P. Collier: Unfortunately they will
not pay.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then wa should close up
the institution. If we had a good agricul-
tural ehemist and laboratory in the Observa-
tory Luildings, muech more useful work would
be accomplished than by star gazing. The
Observatory is an unnecessary service to the
State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The amount would
rettle two men every year under group condi-
tions.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and feed a lot of
mouthg that are unfed to-day. While there is
a hue and ery about expenditure on education
and for the relief of the sick, the Observatory
is apparently to be immune from any finaneial
reform. It ig an institution that the Federal
Government should keep up. We should say
to them, '‘ There is the Observatory and equip-
ment; take the institution over and run it,
if you will, with your meteorological branch;
this State will not run it any longer.’”’ We
can gpend the £1,600 involved with much more
advantage in various other directions. I hops
the Premier will focus his praetical mind on



[16 NovEMBER, 1922.]

the Oservatory. 1 support the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe,

Mr. LUTEY: T hoped for some pronounce-
ment from the Government on this vote. Have
they been making serious representations to
the Commonwealth as to the taking over of
the Ohgservatory? Tn the present temper of
the Committee the amount seems likely to be
struck out. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle has poeinted out that half the amount
of the vote has already been spent, and there-
fore my better ecourse would be to move the
disallowance of only the other half. T ask
leave to withdraw my amendment,,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

My, LUTEY: [ now move—

That the votc be reduced by £900.
The Observatory goes on year after year,
without any attempt by the Government to
bring the Federal authoritics up to their
rerponsibilities.  Members on the other side
of the Chamber have eapres<ed themselves
freely regarding the institntion.

My, LAMBERT: Tt is quite pardonable
that at this hour the Committee should be in
no mood to discuss this vote. If hon. mem-
bers were to peruse the last two or three re-
ports of the Government Astronomer, it would
be enough to put the eap on any questiom
s to the wsefulness of the instito-
tion. Mr. Curlewis has heen directing
his activities towards such aubjects as pre-
diction of tides at Port Hedland for 1923,
meridianal observation, standard stars, tran-
git instruments, time service, and the 125th
meridian.  The Committee should make a
gerious attempt to deal with this matter and
we should get the Federal Government to
shonlder their responsibilities. I suggest that
the Premier should make representations to
the Federal Government and offer them the
use of the Observatory buildings, where the
Commonwealth meteorological work comld be
carried out at a saving of hundreds of pounds
a year in rentals. T hope the Committee will
support the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Ayes - .. .. 8
Noes .. .. N
Majority against .. 9
AYES,
Mr. Aogwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Munsle
Mr. Lambert Mr, Wilzon
Mr. Lutey Mr. Corboy
{Teller.)
NODES.
Mr. Angele | Mr. Mann
Mr. Colller I Slr James Mlitchel
Mr. Denton Mr, Ssmyson
Mr. Durack l Ar. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Gibson Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Ar. Underwoaod
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley ! (Teller.)
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Amendment thvs negativea.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Children and Outdoor Relief,
£95,466:

FHop. P. COLLIER: While we exercise our
right to ecriticise Government departments,
we should give a word of praise when it is
due. The State has much to be proud of re-
garding the way it looks after its neglected
children. The total vote for the Charities
Department is £95,000, which i8 a large som,
Notwithstauding that fact T am pleased to
wee that no reduetion has been provided, but,
on the other hand, an inerease of nearly
£2.000 has been provided. No State in the
Uommonwealth takes greater care of its child-
ren and women with children dependent upon
them than does Western Australia. The num-
her of ehildren under the control.of the de-
partment and chargeable to public funds on
the 30th June thi§ year, was 1,302, a decrease-
of 108 eompared with the previous year.
The department is also supervising 305 child-
ren placed out on probation with relatives
but not chargeable to the State. The number
of children with mothers who are Teceiving
monetary asgistance, not committed to the
care of the department through the Children’s
Court, was 2,016, The number during the
previous vear was 2,082, The number of
children hoarded ont on subsidy to the 30th
June Just was 586, a decrease of 49 com-
pared with the previous year. I notice that
under the aegis of the department 500 odd
adoptions have been arranged and 48 were
adopted for the year just closed. The depart-
menta] report says that the foster-mothersare
ts be congratulated on their loving eare and
attention Jduring the year, and that the low
death-rate constitutes a striking testimony to
their motherly instinets, The rates of pay-
ment are set out, showing special rates for
speeial cases.  The final conclusions of the
report are very gratifying—

The ontstanding features of the year's
operations nre a further reduction in the
number of children committed by the
Children’s Court and chargeable to the
State, and a decrease in the mortality rate
of c¢hildren boarded out, constituting a re-
cord for Australin; the low death-rate of
children placed out with licengsed foster-
mothers, pail for privately., The rate for
the year was the lowest gince the depart-
ment was established.

That is very gratifying indeed. Althongh I
have found on many occasions that the de-
partment has not granted ibe measure of
assistance which I could have liked, still 1
récognise that it was owing to the financial
cxigencies of the State. If members would
go down io the Charities Department and
sit there for an hour or two, noting the num-
ber of cases of wowmen and children, they
would see that the officers of the department
are sinply wonderful in their patience and
ssmpathy with those with whom they have to-
deal.  Certainly this Adepartment is deing
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splendid work. Tt has fathered thousands
-of children, many of whom will no doubt
grow into useful citizens, They will have
~<ause to be thankful for the care hestowed
on them hy the officers of the department,
and to be grateful for the manner in whieh
the State has come to their relief. I have
much pleasure in congratulating the officers,
the Minister, and everybody associated with
the administration of the department.

Mr. MUNBLIE: I wish to supplement the
remarks made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Western Australia should be proud of
the department. T congratulate the depart-
ment on the selection of its foster-mothers.
Tt would be a revelation to members to see
the homes in which the hoarded-out children
have been placed. T have nothing bhut praise
for ihe lady inspectors who examine the
homes hefore they permit the children to go
to them, T ghould be lacking in my duty if
T did not testify to the work the department
in dong.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: An important re-
port such as this of the Charities Depart-
ment should be printed and distributed, even
tn the other States. As it is, we get merely
:a typewritten copy, which very few can secure.
The report is not lemgthy, and it is highly
important, shewing as it does what the State
is doing for the assistance of the children,
I hope the Government will have the report
printed.

Vote put and passed.

On metion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, progress
‘reported.

House adjourned at 1246 am. (Friday).

Legislative Council,

Tresday. 218t November, 192¢,

Paoz

‘Queations, Police Department, inspectors ... 1648
Industrial, 48 hours weekl, 1448
Esperance Northwards 'way 1648
BHls: Pensioners (Rates Exemption), 3B. 1848
Pearling Act Amendment, report ... 1849
Licensing Act Amendment, Comt. 1849

The President took the Chair at 4.30 p.mn.,
-anfl read prayers,

QUESTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
INSPECTORS.
Hon. F. A. BAGLIN asked the Minister
for Eduration: 1, How many inspectors are
there in the Police Department? 2, What are

[COUNCIL.]

their namves, ages, salarics, and their length
of servicel 3, What is the retiring age for
police inspectors?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Twelve. 2, Name, age, salary and
length of service: Chief Inspector MeKenna,
69, £545, 48 years 10 months; Inspector Sel-
lenger, 59, £420, 38 years 4 months; Inspector
Duncan, 60, £420, 30 years 5 months; Tn-
spector Mtchell, 60, £420, 35 years; Inspector
Houlahan, 60, £420, 41 years; Inspector
Walsh, 60, £380, 31 years; Iuspector O’Hal-
loran, 55, £395, 34 years; Inspector Condon,
G0, £380, 36 ycars; Inspector Treadgold, 43,
£380, 19 years 5 months; "Inspector Simpson,
55, £380, 34 yecars; Inspector J. Smith, 55,
£380, 29 ycars; Tnspector Spedding-Smith,
49, £380, 28 vears; Inspector Barry, 52, £380,
28 years. 2, The Poliec regulations provide
that the retiring age of members of the foree
shall be 60 years, subject to the Minister en
the rveport of the Commissioner allowing any
member to remain in his position until other-
wise deeided.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIATL, 48 HOURS
WEEK,

Hon. G. W. MILES asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government lodged
applications in the State Court of Arbitration
for an award of 48 hours in respect of (a}
Engincering employees in the Water Supply
and Public Works Departments; (b) Water
supply, sewerage, and drainage employees;
(e) Dock, river, and harbour employeces; (d)
Bugine-drivers and firemen; (e) Plumbers,
carpenters and joiners, painters, shipwrights,
and survey hands? 2, (a) Has the Minister
for Trading Concerns made application to the
State court for an award against the Amalga-
mated Society of Engineers; (h) If not,
what is the reason for the Minister for Trad-
ing Conecerns mnot citing the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, (a) No; (b) Becanse of
proceedings in the Federal Arbitration Court
and the pending appeal to the Privy Couneil.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RATLWAY.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. J. W.
Kirwan) asked the Minister for Education:
What progress has been made with the con-
struetion of the Kaperance Northwards rail-
way sinee the Minister made his statement in
fhis (‘hamber on the 26th October last?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Eight miles of rails and 3,000 slesp-
ers delivered at Esperance.  Arrangements
completed for fransport of some of the
necessary trueks, and practieally finalised for
despatch this month of locomotive; this latter
has been difficult hy reason of few vessels
available suiiable for the purpose,



