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BTLL,1-TAc4HT AND AIR ACT A-MEND-.
MENT.

Assembly's Message.
Message fronm the Assembly received and

rend, notifying that it had agreed to the
modification merlle by the ('oincil to the
Assembly's pmnendinent.

BILLS- (2)-FIRST READJNG.
1, Land Act Amendment.
2, Dog Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly.

Houe adjonniecl at C.10 pn

Thursday, 16th November, 1929.

Select Commiittee: Incdustries Assistance Board,
extension of time.....................1818

Bills: Dog Act Amendment, Sit..........1e
Lend Act Amendment, SR...........81
liMpitalk. 2R......................81
PubiIc Education Acts Amendment. 2n., Corn. 1824

Annual Estlimates: Votes dlsessed-Aborgines,
Fisheries, Friendly Societies, UClel, Bar-
bornd Light, Immigration, Inspection of
Liquor. Labour Burae, Lunacy and
Inebriates, Observatory, State Children and
Outdoor Relief.....................1828

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

S3ELECT COMMITTEE-INDUSTRIRS
ASSISTANCE BOARDI.

On muotion boy Hon. W. C. Angwin, the time
for bringing tip) the report of the select corn-
iiittee was extended fr a fortnight.

BILLS (2)-THIRD RKAD1NG.
1, Dog Act Amendment.
2, Land Act Amseindment.

Transmittedi to the Council.

R I UI-HOSPITALS.
Second Readitnz,

Debate rcsurinl fronm thip 31st October-
lion. W1. C. AkNCWTN' (North-IEast Fre-

mantle) [4.35): 1 amn rather surprised that

the Government have introduced this Bill.
It is not in accordance with the desire ex-
pressed here last session, and I sin confident
it is niot a measure which is desired by the
public. Thne Bill will not have the effect at
assisting the hospitals, but will place them
in a worse position than they fire in at pnts-
ruti. Provision is made for an alteration iii
the system of management. The hospitals to-
Soy, financially, ore controlled by Govern.
inent officials, and there are different kinds
of hospital management in various parts of
the State. In Perth and Fremantle the hos-
pitals are managed by boards appointed by
the Government. There are numerous hos-
pitals which arc mianaged by the district
muedical officers, or were so managed until
quite recently, because time other night we
were inforiold that they are now controlled
by the matrons. Then there are hospitals
uinder management committees elected by
subscribers. There are different conditions
applying to hospitals. Ia government hos-
p1itals and in the Frem antic and Perth Hos-
pitals, thle conditions provide that patients
who can afford to pay must pay the fees
Stipulated by the board. Indigent patients
arc treated at the expense of the board. In
the hospitals managed by committees, some
permit contributors to receive free medical
attention in return for thle amount contri-
buted. This applies chiefly to the hospitals
of the goldIfields, Kalgoorlie excepted, and
al-a to the, hospitals at the timber mills,
where contributions are made for the upkeep
and management of the hospitals. The Gov-
erinment rarely subsidise, except where they
subsidise the district. medical officer to a
small extent.

Mr. Stubba: At some hospitals, such as
those at Katanning and Narrogin, the people
are unt asked to pay a penny.

Hon. W. Q. ANOW[N: Tile boards fix the
fees at such hospitals anid charge the people
who nro able to pay, but where hospitals are
subsidised by the Government, the subsidy is
paid for the treatment of indigent cases. 1
realise that a number of the patients treated
in the country may not be residents of the
particular districts in which they are treated,
and that timers is no means of obtaining hos-
pital fees in respect of them,

Mr. Underwood: Do you ever get a fee
front those who have been educated?

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN! I sin not dealing
with educationk nun'.

'Mr. Underwood: Why not make a special
tax for them, toot

ll. W. C. ANOWIN: The nmanagemnt
of our hospitals up to date has been fairly
satisfactory. There have not been many
complaints. Tile complaints lodged have
come principally from those unable to obtain
sufficient funds to carry on the hospitals as
they should be carried on,. I do not know of
nny cases where the officers of the Govern-
meat, the boards or the committees have made
complaints with regard to the management
or control. The only conmplaints have been on
the score of insufficient funds to carry on
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the work. This Hill proposes to initiate a
new system of control. It provides for the
fo;nmatioii of a trust. So far as I have been
able to gather, there is no similar legislation
elsewhere in Australia. In New Zealand
there is a kind of trust or board which con-
trols, in' addition to hospitals, all the charity
work, and that hoard receives the amounts
contributed to the hospitals, the amounts con-
tributed by local districts, and also a subsidy
from the Government. The control here pro-
posed in bound to result in additional ex-
penditure. There is no help for it.

Mr. Underwood: No help f or it at all.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: There is no neces-

sity to alter the existing system of control,
and it should he altered only if it can be
shown that the existing system has given
rise to complaints, and is not in accordance
with the desires of the people. The Govern-
ment could w~ell control the hospitals in the
future as they have dlone in the past. These
institutions could still remain under the
Principal Medical Officer and his staff. The
Colonial Secretary, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, said there was no inten-
tieo, of increasing the staff and the work
could still be done by the department. The
Bill gives the trust power to appoint a statf

The Colonial Secretary: I said some staff
would be necessary to collect the money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And the Minister
also said that no expense would be attached
to it. The trust will have power to appoint
a staff, and if they do not appoint a staff,it will be quite a new experience in tbis
State.

Hon. P. Collier: And contrary to all pre-
cedents.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know of semi-
Government institutions of which Government
officers form the official staffs, but there i
additional pay for them, and the same will
apply to the hospitals trust. Members may
rest assured that immediately the trust is
appointed, there will be officers placed en-
tirely under the trust.

Mr. Underwood: The chairman will have
as many meetings as he can, because he will
be paid for each.

Ron. WV. C. ANOWIN: The control of the
hospitals should remain as at present without
incurring any additional charge to the
contributors, the taxpayers, or those who
benefit from the hospitals. We also find that
all hospitals are to be vested in the trust.
Whether it is the intention of the Government
to take in the Children 's Hospital or not, I
cannot say.

Mr. Mann: It is so.
Mr. Broun: They take in everything.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: The Government

have power to cxenrpt special hospitals. If
the Children's Hospital is vested in the trust,
there may be trouble with the committee re-
sponsible for the erection of that institution.

Mr. Latham: The same thing will apply to
all assisted hospitals.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I know that the
Government have assisted in the erection of
several hospitals.

iMr. Mann: This will mean the banding
over of £40,000 worth of freehold property.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: There will be a lot
of freehold property banded over to the trest
under the Bill. The measure goes further
than that, for it vests in the trust all hos-
pital reserves which are Class ''A.''
The purpose of those reserves cannot be
altered without the permission of Parliament.
If the Bill be passed, the power of Parlia-
ment will be handed over to the trust so that
they can dispose of or leave any Class "A'
reserve set aside for hospital purposes.

Mr. Latham: That is not unreasonable, see-
ing that the trust will be relieving the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. WV. C. ANUWIN: The Government
will have to bring dowa a Bill to alter the
purpose of any Class ''A'' reserve should
they desire to make that alteration.

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill gives the trust
greater power than the Government possess.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN: Parliament bas to

be fually satisfied as to the purpose of the re-
serve and the uses to which it is to be put,
before agreeing to the passage of a Bill
altering the purpose of such a reserve. In
1911 or 1912 a desire was expressed to erect
a sanatorium for tubercular cases in the
National Park. Parliament refused to sairn-
dion the movement. The National Park was
a Class ''IA'' reserve, containing about 10,000
acres. It was impossible for anything such
as a hospital for tubercular patients to be
erected on that reserve without the consent
of Parliament. Although the medical men
considered the National Park was the best
site for such a purpose, the Government of
the day had to look for another site and
eventually the hospital was erected at Wooro-
loo. The Bill, however, takes away that
power from Parliament and enables the trust
to dispose of a Class ''A'' reserve. The Bill
also deals with, the hospital board. Roa, mem-
bers should pay particular attention to the
provisions setting out how the board is to be
appointed or elected.- Instead of carrying out
the desires of the Principal Medical Officer,
if the Bill be arced to the desires of the
trust will have to be observed. The British
Medical Association is well represented on
the trust.

Mr. Latham: By only one member.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: There are to be

three.
The Colonial Secretary: The people are

well represented too.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not in proportion.
Mr. Underwood: But why have a trust at

allt That is what we want to know.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN± There will be thres

members of the British Medical Association
-two doctors, besides the Principal Medical
Officer.

The Colonial Secretary: There are to be
three, who will represent the local authorities.
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Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: On the board, the
same thing applies. One of the greatest diffi-
culties I foumd during the period I adminis-
tered the Health Department arose out of the
jealousy that existed in the hospitals regard-
ing doctors. There wer-e many complaints in
connection with the Perth Hospital that cer-
tain doctors could not get fair play in that
institution and that medical men on the board
used their influence in certain directions,
while other men, who were giving their ser-
vices free, could not secure the same consider-
ation for their patients as was the case with
those of the doctors on the board. The result
was that we put every doctor off the board
except the Principal Medical Officer. I was
talking to a gentlemen the other day, who
has had mauy years experience of hospital
administration, and I found that the same
trouble had occurred in Victoria. There they
found it necessay to exercise the same pre -
caution so as to get fair consideration for all
doctors concerned. It will be seen, therefore,
that the doctors are well represented on the
board, which will consist of seven mnembers,
four to he elected by subscribers, if any, two
by the local governing authorities, and one
who will ha a ndienl practitioner not in re-
ceipt of a salary or subqidy fromt the trust.
We also find in the Bill that the number of
subscribers regulate the numbk-r of members
to be appointed to the board. It is provided
that if there are under 25 subscribers there
will be no representative of that section.
That indicates clearly to mne that the Gov-
9rnnteiit do not anticipate gettting many an-
nun! subscribers.

The Colonial Secretary: That provision is
to encourage more suibscribers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN: I am doubtful
whether it will. The Bill provides that for
under 100 subscribers there will be three re-
presontatives; unter 74 st'scribers, two ; un-
der 49, one; and under 25, none. I do not
know if this provision is to deal with the
smnall districts, but mty experience goes to
s4how that it is more likely that a larger niun-
her of subscribers wilt be secured in the sinai!
districts than in the large areas. The Minis-
ter evidently, therefore, anticipates that there
is a great probability that the number of sub-
scribers wilt be very snmnll indeed. tTn.-
der the present Hospitals Act there is
proviiion for subscribers electing representa-
tives on the hospital boards if the subscribers
are sufficient in number. Although that
provision ise there for application to the rorth
and Fremantlc hospitals, there have never
bten a sufficient number of subscribers to elect
a miomber of the beard. Thus to date, this
provision has been a dead letter and the Gov-
truinent have bad to elect the w-bole board.
The same thing will apply in this caqe. It is
provided that the hospital board may arrange
for treatment in a hospital if there are tunds
outside those of the hospital from which pay-
meut may he made. That is done to-day.
In many country disitricts, subscribers to ho%-
pital funds are entitled to hospital treatment.
That can only he given, however, where there
is only one doctor in the locality.

Mr. Latham: It is done at Collie, where
there are two doctors.

Hon. W. C. A.NGWIN: That is, if they pay
the hospital fees.

Mr. Wilson:- The men pay is. a month there.
lion. W. C, ANOWIN: That must be a

recent development. The general rule is that
if there is more than one doctor in a localit y
they will not allow anyone to secure hospital
treatment free if the doctors consider the per-
son can. afford to go to a private hospital or
pay for the necessary attention.

Mr. Lathamn: This Bill will remedy that.
Hon. W. C. A&NGWIWL : No Bill in this

world will remedy it.
Mr. hfullany: That system has broken down

at Collie, Meorredin and Albany.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Dr. Pearson was

brought to Western Australia as an expert
in children's disenses. There -were many who
desired that their children should be Gram-
mned by him and the charges in connection
with the consultation were to go to the Child-
ren 's Hospital. The British Medical As-
sociation, however, said they -would not allow
Dr. Penarson to do that, as there were outside
doctors available. There was a con-
ference with the hompital board, hut he was;
aot periiiitted to do the work. Of course, in
siome c-acs it was done, hut back door mneth-
ods had to be applied without the knowledge
of the Britiqh Medical Association. In one
i-axe a tnan had been endeavouring for years
to have his child treated. When Dr. Pearson
eatne he-re this nian triedl to secure his ass.ist-
nnco but rormiss ion was refused. Dr.
Poearso)n didi see the child in the, end, That
was principally th rough the infliuence of Mr.
Lot-chin. The fact remains that we secured
the adiro of that gentleman and we got Dr.
P'marson's report.

lon. P. Collier: Don't put thicn wise to
your mnethods!

Honi. W. C. ANOWTN: The British Medi-
cal Association took the definite stand that
the doctor cot-Id not take outside patients
nuder the eiir-utflstttnces I have outlined.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you mean to say that
M.Nr. Lorekin used hat-k-door methods?

lon. IV. C. ANWIN: I did not. Ta this
vase hie did a good turn.

Mr. Teedale: I thought Mr. Lovekin w.ns
such a cnstitutional gentleman that he would
not resort to back-door .nethodsl

lIon. W. C. ANGWTN: Doctors give their
sen-ives free to hospitals. They claim that
patients who can afford to pay should do so
and should not be admitted to the hospital.
The Bill does not provide as the Minister im-
plied, that doctors can #ollow their patients
into the hospital.

'Mr. Underwood: It could only apply in
alk-oult fire towns, anyhow. In each of the
others there is but one doctor.

H-on. W. C. ANOWIN: Certainly, there are
not many eas;es. A friendly society doctor,
if not appointed byv the hospital hoard, couild
not follow his patient into a hospital. Re
cannot do it to-day in Perth or Fremantle
aelesq he bp one- of the honorary doctors of
the hos;pitail. There i no provision in the
Bill for it.
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The Colonial Secretary: That is in the case
of intermediate hospitals.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: It is true the Bill
gives power for the establishment of inter-
mediate hospitals. I am not going to objet
to that, because the Government aire not a
socialistic Government, or at all events, so
they say. Nevertheless, this is another trad-
ing concern which they propose to start, in
olpposition to the existing private hospitalti
There is not much likelihood of any intermed-
iate hospital being established in Western Aims-
tralia for many years to come; the doc-tors
prefer to send their patients to private hos-
pitals. I see no improvement in the Bill.
Take the position of country hospitals: Ini a
town where there is hut one medical officer-

Mr. Underwood: There are very few towns
with two.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: In those places time
indigent patients are treated free. Thme pa-
tient who can afford to pay hospital fees has
to do so, while if lie- can pa~y doctor's fees
in addition, he tins to pay them. That applies
to all Government hospitals in the country.
So there are three different classes of hospital
yatients.

Mr. Teedale: Do you see any prospect of
relief from the annual cadging?-

lion. W. C. AXGIWIN: I will deal with that
presently. The Bill is nsot the Bill desired
by the public. The general public are look-
ing for a Bill which will abolish street cadg-
ing and continual begging. The object in
introducing hospital taxation was to do away
with that very cadging. The Bill will not do
that; in fact it provides for additional beg-

ging- To-day any hospital can appoint an
offier to solicit contributions to the hospital.
Thme Bill provides that there shall also be an
advisory board appointed by the Governor.
That board is to have power to collect dona-
tions for the hospitals, and also for anything
specially required in the hospitals. So under
the Bill we have additional machinery for
soliciting subscriptions for the hospital.

Mr. Mullany: That is only in certain places.
-That is the intention.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Bill does not
msy so. We are dealing, not with intentions,
but with the Bill. The Bill is not in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on Hospitals.

The Colonial Secretary: With, alight varia-
tions it is.

(Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Rion. W. C. ANOWIN: There is provided
ont the current Estimates £66,305 for the up-
keep of hospitals for six months only. That
means that but for the Bill there would have
been provided on the Estimates for the main-
tenance of hospitals for 12 months, £132,610.
Further, in the Property Trust Sales Ac-
count, and in tme Estiamates of the Puhblic
Works Department there is provided £11,146
for maintenance and upkeep of hospitals.
Thus, but for the Bill the Government would
have provided for the maintenance of bos-
p~itale during the current financial year, an

aggregate sum of £143,7561 an amount ap-
proxitnately the same as that provided last
year. The Royal Comimission on Hospitals
calculated that from the proposed tax of a
penny in the £ there would be received
£113,000. The Minister told us it would
hbe about £!100,000.

The Colonial Secretary: I said it would re-
lieve Consolidated Revenue to that extent.

Hon. NV. C. ANGWTN: If the annual sum
necessary for the hospitals be £143,756, how
can it be said that the hospitals will be in
a better position in consequence of a tax
thaqt will realise only £113,000, out of which
all charges and expenses of the hospital trust
will hate to be provided?

Mr. Latham: The Royal Commission did
not expect that the Wooroloo Sanatorium
would be brought under the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Still, I have to take
the Bill as it stands. The Royal Commis-
sion said-a point which apparently the Gov-
ernment have overlooked-that this sum might
not be sufficient to carry on the hospitals and,
if not,' it should be subsidised from Consoli-
date Revenue. The Government have made
no each provision; neither ha the Bill, So
in future the hospitals will have to cadge some
130,000 per annum more than in the past.

The Colonial Secretary: There are other
receipts besides the tax. There arm all the
subscrirtions, and the collections from paying
patients.

Ron. WV. C. ANGWIN: W~e have all that
at present. When the tax conies into force
there will be greater difficulty than ever in
collecting subserintions. The 'Minister pro-
poses to relieve the hospitals by giving them
through the tax imuch less money than they
are getting to-day. Is it in accordance with
the desires of the public that there shall be
grater cadging under the Bill than there has
ever- been in tme past? Conditions here are
dissimilar from those in other parts of the
world. We are not blessed with large num.
bers of rich men prepared to eive endow-
iments to our hospitals. We have only one or
two small endowments, which the Govern-
mee-t control. Those endowments are not
taken into consideration in the Estimates.
In the other States and elsewhere in the
world where there are generous rich men,
the hospitals have been handsomely endowed.
Although we have a few rich men in this
State, only one or two of them have done
anything at all for the hospitals. Twelve
months ago we were told the Bill would be
passed on the New Zealand systemn. The
flew Zealand Act yrovides that 10s. for every
P~ound of bequerst received by tbe board, but
iii no ease to exceed £500 in respect of any
one lieqrest; 2-4.,. fo, every pound of volun-
tary contributions, and pound for pound on
contributions received by the board from the
local authority, shall be paid out of Consoli-
date Revenue. That is the New Zealand
system. If the tax were to be in addition
to what would be paid by the Government,
it certainly would place the hospitals in a
better position.
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Mr. Gibson: That ia what the Royal Come-
mission intended.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: The same subsidy
has been provided for the special institu-
tions in New Zealand for which collections
are made. ]Hon. members will see, there-
forc, that thre provisions of this Bill are
entirely different. This Hill is going to pat
the hospitals into a condition of bankruptcy,
instead of helping them. Not one hospital
in, Western Australia will benefit from the
Bill. Even in outback districts, as soon as
the power of control has been taken out of
tire hands of the local committees, reliance
will be placed entirely on what is to be got
under this Bill, and contributions will cease.

The Colonial Secretary : Not in every
case.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, because the
Bill takes the hospital away from the
committee. They will not be able to order
any improvements or alterations except by
permission of the trust.

The Colonial Secretary : Uniformity of
control is wise.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: There cannot be
much uniformity as regards the carrying on
of hospitals unless there is money to carry
themn on. Where there is no money, the
hospital will close. What is the present
positioni We have in Western Australia
1S,045 members of friendly societies, who
are paying to medical funds-not benefit
funds, but merely for medical attendance-
Ps. per quarter.

The Minrister for Mines: Medical attend-
ance in their homes.

Iron. W. C. ANGWIN : But there are
thobsands of young men paying that con-
tribution, and thousands of others who
never get any medical attendance.

The Minister for *Mines: But the payment
is essentially for medical attendance in the
home, and not hospital attendance.

lHon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill does not
relieve them, because if they go to the
hospital they have to pay there, and their
own medical officer cannot follow them into
the hospital. So far as the hospital is con -cerued, the position, if this Bill passes, will
be exactly the manic as to-day.

Mr. Gibson : They wold go into the
hospitals as intermediate patients.

lion. W. C. ANGAflN: That would be so
if intermediate hospitals were established.
The member for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson)
knows better than I do the difficulties which
ensue if an outside doctor enters a public
hospital. The hospital people take the stand
that all patients must be treated alike,
and that if ain outside doctor comes in,
special attention will be directed to his
particular patient, the attention of the
nurses being diverted from indigent eases.
Those are some of the difficulties of the
past; of course they may have been removed
by the wave of a magic wand-I cannot
say. If the Minister refers this matter to
his officers, he will learn that that was the
principal objection put up to me against
permitting doctors to follow their patients

into the public hospitals. The medical
benefit societies last year paid for their
,ncdienl attenition nearly £23,000. On the&
members of those societies the Bill puts a
very heavy tax. And why? Only to relieve
the Government. The object is not to re-
lieve the hospitals, but to relieve the Gov-
e rnment.

Eon. P. Collier: it would be done better
be a purely taxation Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIX: t hope the Min-
ister will withdraw the Bill. If the Govern-
menit want increased taxation, let them
obtain it through the income tax. This Bill
proposes increased taxation, but not suffi-
cleat to carry on the hospitals. The only
point about it is that the money raised
under thle measure is to be earmarked for
hospital purposes. Let bion, members note
what inducements are offered towards the
making of contributions to the hospitals. A
person who in any financial year volantarily
contributes to the revenue of any public
hospital-

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
member is in order in reading the clauses
nf the Bill on a second reading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: I understood that
I was not in order when quoting the num-
bers of the clauses. That has been my ex-
plence.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
refer to the clauses.

lRon. WN. C. ANGININ: That will do me.
The position is that any person who volun-
tarily makes a contribution to a hospital
'-an deduct that amount from his taxation
return. That is how contributions are ached
for. Is that assisting the hospitals?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, because in
most cases the contribution exceeds the
,'noint recoverable by way of income tax.

lion. WN. C. ANOWIN: The Minister
knows very well that if he refers to paut
hospital contributions he will find that the
amnounts are very small, with the two ex-
ceptions which I have mentioned. In the
(-ase of very few hospitals does one see a
man come along with a hundred pounds.
But what I wish to point out is that the
imposition of this taxation will have a
tendency to put an end to subscriptions.
There is no hospital to-day where the
Peatients are compelled to contribute. They
do contribute, but most of the contributions
are made in the country, where there is a
fund guaranteeing to the district the ser-
v-ices of a resident medical officer. A dis-
hicet medical officer is appointed with £100
or £200 a year for attending indigent
patients. The residents of the district meet
end agree to subscribe a certain amount,
say guaranteeing the medical man £600 a
year, with right of private practice. In a
little while they find that it is necessary for
proper medical treatment to establish a
hospital. Then they appeal to the Govern-
ment for assistance, which is sometimes
granted and sometimes not. Thereupon the
residents increase their subscriptions by
paying into a medical fund, which gives
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them the right to enter the hospital. That
is how the matter is arranged to-day. But
if we compel the people to pay this tax.-
tiou, and take out of their hands the con-
trol of the hospital, to the erection of which
they have contributed so much, and hand
over the hospital to be worked under the
trust that is to be appointed-

Mir. Latham: It will be a local committee.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Aut a local comn-

mnittee appointed under the Bill. The sub-
scribers if they are over 100 in number get
four represenstatives. The o:,Ay thing to be
done with this Bill is to throw it odt. No
member here can move any amendment which
means an increased charge on the Consoli-
dated Revenue.

Mr. Latham: But the Minister might be
persuaded to do that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No member can
move bare, as was done in New Zealand, that
a subsidy should be paid on the contributions.
Private members' hands are tied in that re-
spect. If the House passies thse Bill, the hos-
pitals will he placed in a worse position than
they are in to-day. If hon. members desire
to preserve the efficiency of our hospitals, let
them throw out this Bill.

Mr. Latham: Would you agree to a Bill
somewhat on the lines recommended by the
Royal Commission9?

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know. It
all depends. The GJovernment have been
asked whether they cannot do something on
behalf of persons who are contributing to
friendly societies. They are to-day paying
vary fair sum purely for medical attention.
With this tax on the top of that, they will
pay Is. per week at the lowest.

Mr. Lathamn: It amounts to Is. 6id. or Is.
Odl. now.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWVIN: I am dealing with
people in the metropolitan area: and 9s. per
quarter amounts to 8d. per week. If a man
is earning £4 per week, there is another 4d. to
go on. In addition, thousands of people con-
tribute to another fund so that they can
obtain hospital attendance if necessary. The
Minister has been waited on and asked to
take that matter into consideation.

The Colonial Secretary: But they do not
contribute both to the friailv society and
the hospital fund.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes.
The Colonial Secretary: No.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: They will be doing

so, under this Bill.
Mr. Mullany: They do not contribute to

the friendly societies and to the hospital
funds.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: They will do sounder the Bill. The bon. membter knows well
that the Bill sets out that eveny person must
pay one penny in the £1 of Mis income. Then
there are those who contribute to friendly
societies funds, an amount which runs into
Is. a week, and in addition there are those
who pay into a medical fund. In my opinion
once the Bill is carried it will be made to
operate een more harshly than is the case
to-day in the way of collecting hospital fees.

There are many people whbo are in an unfiman-
cial position and are not able to pay their
doctor's bills or hospital fees, and to whom
at the present time a certain amount of
leniency is shown. Those people will not be
spared tinder the Bill; they will be summoned
for the amounts they owe. (kiarally speak-
ing, the Bill is one of the worst pieces of
legislation over introduced into this Chamn-
ber. If the Government had followed on the
lines of the report of the Hoyn! Commission,
they would have done much better. The ob-
ject of the Bi first of all i-3 to relieve the
Governiment more than the hospitals, and
secondly, it will encourage cadging. It will
act detrimentally to the hospitals and will
land them in no time in an uifinanciall posi-
tion, even worse than they find themselves
in to-day, and it will gin3 them £30,000 a
year less than they are receiving at the pre-
sent time. If the Minister does Dot with-
draw the Bill I hope the louse will throw
it out on the second reading.

Mr. B1ROUN (Beverley) [5.35): 11 hope
that the House will agree to the second read-
ing of the Bill and when in Committee, make
a number of necesary amendmonts. It is hr.
portant that we should have some legislation
for the control of hospitals owing to the many
anomalies which exist, and also because of the
lack of uniformity so far as eontrol and man-
agement are concerned. I regret that there
has been in this Bill a wide departure from
the principles contained in the Bill which 1
introduced last session. I regret this, be-
cause when I submitted that Bill to the
House I had particularly in view the control
of the various hospitals in the country and
the eneonragement of the pnblic generally to
subscribe towards these institutions so as to
relieve the Government of a heavy financial
burden. EconomyT in administration was an-
other matter which was not lost Right of.
Under the Bill we are now considering there
will be very little inducement for the exercise
of economy. We find first of all a trust is
to be appohited. I am not in accord with the
suggested personnel of the trust, nor with
the number who are to constitute it. If the
trost be apmolted as suggested in the Bill,
the result will be to centralise the funds. The
trust will he entitled to do this. The num-
ber, too, will make it cumbersome. It should
be reduced to five. Last year's Bill contained
a provision for the apivointment of a trust as
well as for the appointment of committees
throughout the State, which committees would
manage their own hospitals, ,'nd carry out
their own supervision. Districts were to be
set apart for the raising of funds which were
to be spent on the institutions in the districts
concerned. The main contention last year was
the snggested method of taxation, and be-
cause of that a select committee was ap-
Pointed to inquire into the best means of
bringing about uniformity in that direction.
The committee I think were almost in accord
with the principles which een set out in
that Bill, and I feel that the committee are
still of that opinion. The method of taxation



122[ASSBMBLY.J

under the first Bill would have cast a burden
on a limited number of taxpayers. That
was objected to by some hon. members and
the committee was appointed to inquire
into the matter and suggest a method by
which the taxation might be more evenly
spread amongst the community. In making
their recommendations the committee have
now centralised the whole of the funds, and
the various local managing bodies will have
practically no say so far as the distribution
of those fuods is concerned. The result will
be that not the same interest will be taken
in the management of our hospitals as was
done formerly. The various committees con-
trolling the different hospitals, more particu-
laxly in the metropolitan area, will have at
their command more fuuds than they asked
for to enable them to bring their hospitals up
to date. It will be found klso that many of
the committees in the country districts will
endeavour to enlarge their hospitals and pro-
ride the best of accommodation, which is just
as essential in the country as it is anywhere
else, and the result will be that instead of the
administration costing £130,000 it will, in the
short period of two or three years run into
£200,000 or £300,000, and provision wvill have
to be made for that sum to bc raised. In my
opinion there is nothing in the Bill that will
induce economies. I do not wish to infer that
our hospitals should be stintod. They should
be provided with all those facilities that are
essential, but at the same time every economy
should be practised. Under the Bill submit-
ted last year this -would have been brought
about because the local bodies were made re-
sponsible for raising the necessary revenue
and imposing a tax. Then if the board did
not give satisfaction and were lavish in their
expenditure, there was power to turn them
nut and to put others in their place. Pro-
Nision was also made for the subsidising of
bequests or donations. There is no such
provision in the present Bill. The Colonial
Secretary will get very little under this meas-
ure so far as donations are concerned because
the man who is paying the tax for the main-
tenance of hospitals, will not give anything
voluntarily.

Mr. Mullany: The Bill will make many pay
who in the past never thought of paying.

Mr. BRGUN: It may be said that the pre-
sent Bill contains a clause which provides
that where any taxpayer who is contributing
towards the upkeep of hospitals makes a do-
nation, whatever it may be, if it be larger
titan the amount of the tax, or if it be lower
than what he would have to pay by way of
taxation, he will be credited with that amount.

Mr. Latham: He "may" be.

Mr. BEGUN: This will not be nmuch of an
inducement except in one direction. Those
who framed the measure have entirely over-
looked the fact that by includiner that pro-
viso in the Bill the Government will lose comn-
plete control in certain districts, because the
trust may refund that amount, and if they
do they will find that a large number in a

district will say " I will give my Colltribu-
tion by way of a donation instead of by way
of a direct tax."I This will be with the ob -
jeet of preventing the contribution from going
into the hands of the trust who perhaps,
might us it for a metropolitan hospital. In
that way the trust will lose control. Under
the former Bill the arrangement contained in
it would have gone a long way- towards assist-
ing the local committees in establishing mater-
nity homes which are so essential in country
districts. There was also a provision by
which money could be r-aised and utilised
for the building and maintenance of such
hospitals, There is no such provision in the
Bill. Wherever a donation was made towards
the building of a hospital, the amount was
subsidised by the G overnment. Provision was
.also made for the subsidising of sums col-
leeted in the hospitals, which encouraged acti-
vity on the part of the committees. The
greater the amount collected by way of fees,
the greater would be the amount of subsidy
receivcd. There is no such provision in this
Hill. It is proposed that the trust shall sub-
sidise any moneys raised for the building of
a hospital, but would such a subsidy come out
of the trust funds or out of the Consolidated
Revenue?3 If it is going to come out of the
trust funds-

Mr. Latham: It will come out of the trust
funds.

Mr. BROUN: Then, it will be of no assist-
ance, because it is of 110 use raising such
money by taxing the people. That point
should be made clear. If a taxpayer made a
donation to a hospital building, would the
amount of tax for which he was liable be
reduced to that extent?

The Colonial Secretary: It would apply
only to the particular year. The Bill is not
clear on that, but I take it that is the in-
tention.

Mr. BROUN: The Bill should be mnade
clear. Again, there is no provision for any
appeal. Whatever the trust decide will he
mandatory. There should be an appeal to the
Minister,

The Colonial Secretary: The Minister will
have the power to veto.

Mr. BROUN: Quite so, but any committee
should be able to app-al against a decision of
the trust. No provision has been made for
taking over the liabilities of any hospital or
board although the trust is to be empowerel
to take over the properties. I assume that
the trust would take over amy liabilities also,
but that point should he made clear. The Bill
ot last year provided that certain hospitals
should not come under the measure, hut thh
Bill will embrace all hospitals except those
mentioned in Part XI. of the Health Act.
Thus, the money required for the Wooroloo
Sanatorium will be provided out of direct
taxation.

Mr. Lathamn: The soni with the Home of
Peace.

The Colonial Secretary: There is no pro-
vision for the Home of Peace.
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Mr. BROUN: Those institutions were ex-
emnpted last year and the Wooroloo Sana-
torium at least should be exempted from this
measure. The anoey required for that in-
stitution should come out of Consolidated
1tevenue and not out of this taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: That is surely Dot the
subject of a special] tax, but a State-wide
obligation.

Mr. BROUN: Certainly- The infections
hospitals also will be brought under this Bill,
and money will be provided from the trust
tends for their maintenance. Infectious hos-
pitals, however, are subsidised to a certain
extent by- the Commonwealth Govwmnent
tm'Ad they, too, should be eliminated from the
operations of this measure. The public
should not be taxed directly for these insti-
tutions. The old Bill stipulated that every
iommlittee should have solo control of its
hospital. There was to be a matron in charge
and any doctor could follow his patients into
the hospital. This has been done in several
cases. Only in the Goverment hospitals
does it not apply. The committee wrere to
have sole control of the management of their
hospital and of the money raised to mnaintain
the hospital, and ammy hospital receiving a
patient belonging to another district was to
1)0 reimbursed by that district. Consequently,
there would have been no cadging and no
reason why people should slip out of their
own district anmd seek treatment in the lios-
pital of another district, As regards the
raising of revenue, a certain aniount of hard-
ship will result, particularly in somec of the
toldfields districts, because of the insuffici-
ency of people and wealth to provide the funds
necessary for the hospitals. This could have
been overcome by a slight amendment pro-
viding for a special subsidy for suckL diR-
tricts or a small tax imposed upon other ulis-
tricts, so that the amount necessary for thesc
isolated districts would hanve been availabile. T
i-egret that there is not provision for differ-
e-at districts without any trust at all. Tme
whole of the hospitals could bare been left
under the control of time 'Minister and of the
P.M.O. and the committees would have muon-
aged them and raised the requiisite funds.
Under this system the administration would
have been much more economical and efficient,
anid all the facilities required could have
been provided.

Mr. Lathamn: Sonic parts of your district
would have been starved.

Mr. BROUN: Under this measure the
trust will have sole conitrol of the funds. I
'hope the measure will be amended to provide
that a majority of the trust shall be represent-
tative of districts outside the metropolitan
area, so that there shall be an effective con-
trol over the funds to be centralised in Perth.

Hon. IV_ C. Angwin: That could be done
w ith a Government officer and without any
trust.

Mr. BROUN: r do not see huw it could
be done otherwise under the method at pro.
sent suggested, because the revenue would be
centraisedl in Perth. The provision for dis-

tricts contained in thCr old BUi would have
been much preferable, for under tbat the
money collected in each district could have
been allocated. The same secrecy regardiag
taxation could have been obsir red and each
district would have been responsible for the
mRFoy necessary for its hospital. In this
way economy would have been assured.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you think thu
local authorities should have representation?

Mr. BROUN: Yes. The old Bill laid down
that in the event of there being an excess of
revenue over the amount required, it should
he set off against the amount to be collected
in the following year. According to this
Bill Id. tax might be struck, but before many
years 3d. will probably ho required. If more
revenue than is necessary is derived, the bal-
anuce will go into Consolidated Revenue. Any
excess should be retained by the trust so that
at proportionate reduction Might be made in
the following year, The Bill of last session
provided for boards setting aside each year
a certain amiount f or the building of hos-
pitals. It was not necessary to impose taxa-
tion onl the community for that purpose.
They set apart a trust fund so that itoney
ntight lie collected from certain particular
areas. There is no provision to cover that
position in the Bill. People have to collect
ait least half the aniount for the erection of a
l:espitul1 inl those areas, otherwvise they cannot
guvt the pound for pounud subsidy froni the
trust. The result will, he that in mnany in-
stances the necessary hospital accommoda-
tion will not be provided.

I-Toil. IV. C. Angwin: With all these amlend-
muents that yon am-e suggesting, rio you not
think that it would he better to let the Bill
gom altogether

l1on. 1'. C'ollier: You want about 100
anidnents already.

Mr. B3ROLTN: We want the Bill ill order
to brinig about uniformity.

lon. W. C., Angwin: It would miot matter
for a fen irrouths.

Hoil. P. Collier: Thme Bill will need to be
re-cast in order to embracee all your amnend-

Mr. BEOUX: It will remnain for the Min-
ister to rut in the amendments I have re-
ferredi to. Why should suich a position arise
as we see to)-day in two sister districtsi In
one town the hospital is maintained by the
Goverunment who pay every penny of the ex-
peasee in connection with the institution. In
a sister district adjoining, a hospital come-
mnittee ruin the institution. A small subsidy
of between £200 and 2300 is paid and every-
thing above that has to be subscribed by the
people in the district. The result is that the
person who voluntarily subscribes, to the hios-
pital, finds that he is taxed again by the road
hoard, who have the power under the Act to
subscribe seven per cent, of their collections
to the local hospital. Above that, he
has to pay an additional impost as income
tom, respecting the amount of money taken
from the revenue for that purpose.
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lion. W, C. Angwin: Have you found any
road board paying that seven per cent.?

Mr. BRO n:- The Beverley Road Board
have done it for years. They have paid £84
out of the ratepayers' money every year.
They did so when T was chairman and I
think it has continued ever since.

Hon. P. Collier: Very few road boards
ha'eC done it.

Mfr. BROUN: In any ease at Beverley thle
statutory seven per cent. hoe been paid for
years.

Holn. P. Collier: That will stop if the Dill
is passed.

Mfr. 14ROUN: Of course it will. In addi-
tion to that, very little will be subiscribed by
individual ratepayers towards the hospital
funds;. IF have been in the habit of giving a
donation to the Beverley hospital. If I am
to he ta'ed direct for the maintenance of
hospitals. T will not give my customary dona-
tion to the Beverley hospital because it will
simply go to the trust in Perth and assist in
th- ccentwalisation of hospital affairs.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the attituide that
most "cople will adopt.

The 'ol-nial Secretary: There is no likeli-
ho-d cf V e road boards adopting that atti-
tude.

M.Nr. EROTIN: Let me inform the Minister
that T have- already been told by the Beverley
Rood BRoard that if the Bill he -assed, their
contribution to the local institution will stop,
becauise they will be taxed direct.

Ron. P. C ollier: I t is only natu ral that they
wvill adon-t that attitude.

Mr. MNullany: The Beverley 'Road Board
agreed with the proposal and, in fact, it was
sugested at Baverley.

Mfr. BROIJN: The Beverlay people agree
that the Bill is necessary, hot they do not
agree to a measure which will control the
whole of the hospitals In Western Australia
in the directions indidated. They will not
continuve to pay the subsidy as theyv have done
int the past. I do not know whether there are
many other road boards which have followed
the line of action taken by the Beverley
Roaid Board.

Non. WV. C. Angwin: I know one that paid
for a while, but then it was stopped.

Mr. TFfrison: The Beverley instance is
.net o.n isolated ease.

M.BROTIN: It is necessary to have a
Bill that will treat all these institutions alike.
Wirev shouhil one town have a hospital fully
maintained byv the Governmenit and another
onl 'y carried on 'by the people with the aid
of a small r-bsidy from the Govern mentl Tn
the ense of the Perth Public Hospital we pay
them £E2..000 a year, and at the end of each
I2 irouths the vote is exceeded and we have
to make uip the balance. How much money
is received ns donations in connection with
that inistitutiou?

M.%r. 0 'Loghblen: About E350.
Mr. BROUN: Why, the reople in Beverley

pay more than 050O towards their little hos-
pital I

Hon. P. Collier: Equal to the rich city Of
Pe rth.

Mr. BRO UN . I hope the House will agree
to the Bill going into Conmmittee anl then wve
can mak- provision for these various altera-
tions.

Hon. P, Collier:. What about agreeing to
the second reading and referring the ]Bill
to n select committee or a Royal Commis-
sion?

M.Nr. BROUN: We should endektvour to make
the Bill a. workable one.

lion. VV. C. Anuwin: It will Lake over two
monthis to get throogh with thou Bill.

On motion by lon. P. Collier, debate
adjournedl.

BILL-PUBLIC EDUCATIONS A(JT9
AMEfNDMENT,
Second Reading.

Resuimed from the 2nd November.

Non. P. COTLLIR (Boulder) [6.7]: This
is a harmless little Bill. It ?omnea within the
cateuory of measures 'which, even if they do
no good, will do no harin. In the circurn-
stances I do not intend to offer any opne-
sition to it becoming lawv. I am not alto
gether sure that it is necessary to give statu-
tory arthority to these bodies which have
been formed in recent years under the desig-
notion of parents and citizens' associnfions.
Their formation hars certainly been beneficial
to the schools with which they are ss-ciatnd,
aind they have done work that is of advantage
to the teachers and children slike. Vie or-
ganisations could very well have carried oin
as in the Ipast without tlhe suggested statu-.
tory anthority. However, if it is felt by
those who have taken an active inres-,ct in the
work of the Organisation,; that it would be
better if a measure of this description werea
passed, r have no reason to advance why it
should not be aqrced to. There is onie feature
of the Bill which is a distinct improvement
on the existing Act, and that is the penrt that
refers to the election of Retool hoas. Th
the past these hoards have been practically
a dead letter, so much so that int most dis-
tricts they have ceased to exist.

The M.%inister for Mfine~s: E'ven where they
do exist they have never hen eleoetrd under
the provisions of the Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER;. They have been ap'-
pointed wholly by the Government. Perhaps
it is because of this fart that the advice
from schooll boards has been regarded liobtly
by the department and this, too, has probably
been repon~lsible for the hoards ceasing to
exist. On the other hand, school hoards elected
by members of live associations under the pro-
visions of the Bill isay be a distinct imp rove-
mneat heenuse the member-; will be eleece
from organiatinne which have taken a keen
interest in the work of the school. I support
the Bill and I hope the passage of the
measore will have the effect of bringiue into
existence many more of these associations.
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These organisations have taken a deep in-
terest in the work of the schools and the chil-
dren, and it may be that the passing of the
measure will cause increased activities and
induce the formation of associations in dis-
tricts where so far they have not been es-
tablished.

Question put and passed.

Bil11 read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the chair; the Minister for

Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, 3-agreed to.
Clause 4---Rules of Associations:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
ntet-

That in line 2 after "crules") the words
"and to fix the subscription to be paid by
its members" be struck out.

Members of these associations have to provide
the money for their various efforts, and it
would be better if the membership were 'vol-
untar-y. I do not see that it is necessary to
provide for a subscription.

The Colonial Secretary: It only means is.
a year in most cases.

on. W. C. ANGWJN: I do not see the
necessity for any such provision. I think
everybody should he encouraged to become
a member of his local association, because
everyone should take an interest in the local
school. I have six or seven of these associa-
tions in mny electorate.

The Premier:- If you joined them all it
would cost you only 6s.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not see why
there should be any necessity at all for a sub-
scription.

Sitting suspendled from 6.15 to 7.80 p.mn.

Ron. AV. C. ANGWTN: If the amendment
he carried, I wiUl move an amendment in the
next clause to fix the annual subscription at
3s., -which will entitle the subscriber to all the
privileges of membership. It is not advisable
to have large fees in such associations.

Mr, Underwood: Can you give any reason
f or the associations?

Hlon. W_ C. ANOWIN: From what has
come uinder notice in my electorate, I can say
these associations have done and are doing
really good work. They tend to the benefit
of children and teachers alike.

Mir, Underwood: Did they provide the gyuii-
unsium for the Bunbury school?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, the Government
did that.

Mr. Underwood: Did they provide the gym-
niasiuma and the tennis courts at the Modern
School?

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: The annual sub-
scription should not be made too high. It
ought to be fixed here. The Bill gives the
association power to elect the school board.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: It is the only
pi-wer they have.

Hion, W. C. ANOWIN: There is a possi-
bility of some, people desiring to wake these
associations exclusive. We di not w-ant that.

Mr. PICKERING: Parents ought to be
encouraged to form these associations. We
have several in my electorate, and they have
done very excellent work. It is desirable thst
the annual fee should be a low one, so that
the associations may remain open to every-
body. Anything that will create a wider in-
terest in the work of the schools is to be com-
mended.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will oppose both the
amendment and the clause. It is a bit late
to oppose the Bill. The secretary of the
Teachers' Onion has stated that the object of
these associations is to enable parents to get
behind members of Parliament, so Chat more
money shall be spent on education.

Hon. P. Collier: Where did he make that
statement?

Air. UNDERWOOD: At North Perth, with
the Minister present. A somewhat similar
statement was made in the Colonial Secre-
tary's department when the Principal Medical
Officer told the Colonial Secretary to keep a
stiff upper lip.

The Colonial Secretary: Is this in humor-
ous ruin also?

lion. P. Collier: There was nothing hum-
orous in the ''stiff upper lip" advice.

Mr. UJNDERWOOD: It does not matter
whether the fee be fixed at 2s. or 59s. One
would expect the parents of school children
to assist the teacher. Ie the Hill1 ''Parent''
has been struck out end "Citizen'' inserted,
so that those sticky-nosed people w-ho have no
children of their own can play at being par-
ents with somebody else 's children, The mem-
ber for North-East Frementle wants to give
them that privilege for a shilling. I will
oppose the lot.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
obkiection to the amendment. It is not the
ohjec-t of the Bill to give statutory recogni-
tion or power to these associations. All that
the Bill is doing is to continue the present
system of having school boards. The only
difference is the system of election. 'We have
school boards, but they are wholly nominee
boards, although the Education Act provides
that they shall be elective.

Mr, 0 'Loghlen: Ninety per cent. of them
are moribund.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Now that
we have live associations taking an interest
in the school life of the children, we propose
to give them power to elect the school boards.
We provide that they shall not exercise any
authority over the teaching staff, or interfere
in any way with the management of any
Government school.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The people will not take
sufficient interest next month 'to 'elect ua
senator.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is of
greater importanc~e. The assistance given to
at school by the Citizens and Teachers' Asso-
ciation does not come from the membership
subscription, but froi'n the voluntary effort
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in arranging socials, danen, and baving busy
bees on Saturday afternoons, to lay out the
grounds, and even erect windmills and wind-
mill stands. By holding concerts, and in
other ways, money is raised, and material
purchased. This is how they will continue
to operate, but we want everyone to be inter-
ested, and we must have some basis of mem-
bership. Provided the subscription of Is. is
paid, a citizen will be entitled to become a
member, and will then have the right to vote
in the election of five members for a school
board. Tn this way, we hope to get active
school boards.

Amendment pat and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause S-Officers of associations, and ap-
pointment of school boards:

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
ment-

That the following words be added to
Subelause l:-'An annual subscription
of one shilling shall entitle all persons to
full membership."
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clause 6-Duties of school board:
Hon. P. COLLIER: What is intended by

paragraph (c), which sets out that one of
the duties of the school board shall be to
carry out urgent repairs under conditions to
be prescribed by regulationa? It is in-
tended to give the board power, by regulation,
to carry out urgent or necessary small repairs
wvithout having to obtain authority from the
head office?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
event of the school board, not tbe association,
recommending that something is required
urgently, some slight damage from a storm
or other reason-

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Or a broken Window
requires replacing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, sub-
ject to a regulation fixing the cost, the board
may arange for the work to be undertaken.
For general purposes, the work of repair and
upkeep charged against the department is
not to be banded over. This Will apply to
only urgent and small repairs.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If a window gets
broken to-day, the 'Works Department repair
it.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: They seat a man to Green-
bushes, at a cost of £5 10a., to do a small job.

The Minister for Mines: Sent him to
measure it first, and then to take it back and
put it in.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What would the
board do? There is a representative of the
Works Department almost wherever there is
a school.

The Minister for Mines: That is not so.
Mr. UNWDERWOOD: If 6 window were

broke n, the representative of the department
would bave it repaired. Now, however, it it
proposed that the school board shall hold a

conclave and decide to view the school. Then
they will send one of their representatives to
the Minister to point out that the window is
broken, and the Minister will say, "The
window. being broken, and I1 being satisfied
that it is broken, you may go back and repair
it.'"

Mr. Teesdale: Would the delegate take a
motor car or the tramI

The Minister for Mines: Would he bring
the broken window with him?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course the board
would not be paid, but many of the things
for which we do not pay are costing the State
a good deal of money. This Bill will only
increase the rubbishy boards.

Hon. P. Collier: This is the age of boards.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Surely they are ap-

proaching the limit,
Hon. P. Collier: They are not near senile

decay.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: They must be getting

near it.
Ron. P. Collier: They are in vigorous

growth.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The school board

would then order someone else to put a pane
of glass in the window. This surely must
be approaching the three-score-year-and-ten-
age of boards. I trust that members will
treat the whole thing with the contempt it
deserves. Barring the flog Act, it is the
most rubbishy Dill ever brought before us.

no,,. P. Cornier: Your protest avileth not.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 9--agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

AN4NUJAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Department of Colonial Secretary (Hon.
1?. S. Sampson, Minister).

Vote-Aborigines (Southern portion),
15,684:

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister told us
earlier in the session that it was the intention
of the department to make a considerable
alteration in the policy adopted regarding
native prisoners in the North-West portions
of the State. I would like particulars of
what it is proposed to do. I understand that
in future native prisoners are to be employed
by the road boards on road construction and
maintenance. They will not be kept in the
district to which they belong, but will be
transferred. I am not sure whether this is a
safe policy for the Government to embark
i,on. It opens the door to a system of forced
labour. When the roads are bad and a con-
siderable amount of native labour is required,
it will probably be found that there has been
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a proportionate increase in the amount of
crime among the natives. When 20 or 30 men
are required, they will be rounded up and
offences charged against then,.

The Premier: They have always done the
roads at Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: For years they have done
this work.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is merely intended
to pursue a policy which has been adopted in
the past, why was this announced as an en-
tirely new procedure? I understand this is
a departure from the lpractie hitherto.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A pro-
Posal was put up to utilise native labour on
roads and stations and elsewhere, but it was
considered impracticable and no action has
been taken. There is nothing in the way of
gathering in native prisoners when work is to
be done. That is reminiscent of the bad old
days.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The days of black-birding.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, and

is Dot in existence in Australia to-day.
Mr. 0 'LOOHLEN: What benefit has re-

sulted from the transfer Of the natives from
Ill, Carrol'ip settlement to the Moore River?

The Premier: More fish.
Mr. O'LOOHLEN: The fish could not have

been to the liking of the natives, because a
fair number have trekked back to their old
haunts. There was a large settlement at
Carrolup. I intended to say something regard-
ing the treatment of the superintendent of the
settlement, but I understand the matter is
being considered by the Minister. Is it hisintention to deal with it? If not, I shall be
compelled to refer to it.

The Colonial Secretary: I understand the
question is to be looked into.

Mr. O'LOGKLEN: There were over 100
natives in the settlement, and thev were in
their natural environment. Owing to a
change of policy, which the Minister might
be able to justify, it was decided to close up
the settlement and transfer them to Moore
River. From what I can gather the Moore
River settlement was not the most suitable
choice. The land does not lend itself to crop-
Ping on a profitable scale. Those settlements
should as far as possible he made self-sup-
porting-I know it is a very difficult matter
to work natives so as to get a profit. The
State should reap some retaifn from its ex-
penditure on the natives if their labour can
be attached to the soil. Are there any cereal
Crops at Moora River settlement to help to
meet the cost?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The re-ceipts for the current year will amount to
£800.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Receipts from both settle-
ments?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Moone
River settlement. In tbe opinion of those
competent to judge, the natives will not suffer
by reason of their removal to Moore River,
where the climate and the surroundings are
quite suitable. I believe there is a fair
amnount of game in the Moore River country.

I cannot speak as to the reasons for the re-
m-oval, but I have hear.] no complaints on the
subject in the natives' behalf. The work at
.Moore River settlement is proceeding satis-
factorily.

Air. O'Loghlen: flew many natives broke
atway 9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I nam not
aware that any broke away.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Then you are not in touch
with the matter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of course
aboriginals are nomadic. I have not heard,
but would not be surprised to hear, that some
have left the Moore River settlement.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I read it in the Raturning
paper.

Mr. Underwood: Who has Carrolup now?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Carrolup

would be gold if a reasonable offer were re-
ceived. Recently it has been leased for a
term.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was pleased to hear
the Minister say that ho had received no corn-
plaint in writing from the aborigines.

The Colonial Secretary: I did not say that.
Isaid I had received no complaint from any-

one on behalf of the natives
Air. UNDERWOOD: I arm pleased to learn

the Minister has had no complaints from the
aborigines, either written or verbal. Blut
what is being done with the Carrolup sta-
tion? Why did the department shift the
natives from near Ratanning up towards tier-
aldtont Fine buildings and accommodation
were provided for the southern natives at
Carrolup.

Mr. O'Loghlen: In their own district
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why should they be

removed up towards the north? The Minis-
ter's statement that he has had no complaints
from the natives is an evidence that he knows
nothing about natives. He endeavours to
push off that sort of stuff on members who
do know something about aboriginals. Why
was Carrolup closed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Because
it was considered that the Moore River set-
tlement was quite a suitable place for the
natives, both as regards climate and as re-
gards important features of the surround-
ings.

Mr-. 0 'toghlen: Was economy expected to
result from the transfer?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Consider-
able economy was effected thereby.

Mr. Underwood: That is net shown by you
Estimates.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
a saving of at least £1,50O annually,
and the rent from Carrolup would increase
the saving. I am amsured that the natives
will not suffer from the transfer, because all
the conditions at Moore River are satisf no-
tory for native life.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: Did you get a report that
some of the natives bad gone back?

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: No.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen. You should read the coun-

try papers.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am a
regular reader of them.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The natives were reported
as they went through the various towns. It
was in one of your papers that I saw the
report.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I would
like to hare a copy of the report.

Vote put and passed.
Votes--Fisheries, £5,774; Registry and

Friendly Societies, £8,668; Gaols, £25,350;
Harbour and Light and Jetties, £186
agreed to.

Vote-Immigration, £ 4,849:-
Ila. P. COLLIER: The Minister might

give us some information as to the Immigra-
tion Departifient. I know, of course, that
this vote provides only for the expenses of
the department in Perth.' Recently I read
in the Press that a newv officer had been
appointed to the London office in connection
with immigration. Is that a paraaent ap-
pointment, and who has been appointed 9 Is
there any intention to transfer any of the
officers in the Immigration Department here
to the London office?

The PREMIERI: Mr. Taylor, one of the
officers appointed to Australia House by this
Government, but paid by the Federal Gov-
ernment, resigned. His successor is Captain
Phillips, one of the inspectors of theAgi
cultural Dank. Captain Phillips is the Stt
Government's nominee, but he is paid by th
Federal Government to do immigration work
in the Old Couatry.

Hon. P. Collier: Is there any intention
to make another appointment or transfer?
* The PREMIER: Not to the Immigration
Department. We are entitled to appoint
three officers. We do not pay them.

Hon. P. Collier: But you have the selection
of them?

The PREMIER: Yes. We may have to
appoint another one, but at present two are
doing the work.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It has been stated in
one or two newspapers that notwithstanding
the big immigration scheme Western Austra-
lia is actually losing population.

Mr. Monsie: Our own statistics for the
last quarter show that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I1 saw the statement
in the "Sunday Times.'' Possibly other
papers would not publish it because it looked
bad for the Government. All the same, when
we discuss the Immigration Vote in this
Chamber it is the duty of the Minister in
charge to show us that the State is deriving
some advantage from that vote, to show that
by expending the money Western Australia
gets more arrivals in the State than depar-
tures from the State.

The Premier: There is the Melbonrne Cup,
you know.

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: The Premier cannot
answer such a serious question as this by
referring to the Melbourne Cup.

The Colonial Secretary: There is a big
exodus for the Cup always.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Will the Premier givt&
us the figures of arrivals and departures for
the three months prior to October 9 It is
due to the House and the country that the
results to date of our immigration scheme
should be stated. Anybody who introduces
the Immigration Vote should tell us whether
the immigration scheme is actually increasing
the number of people in this country. The
fact of his silence goes to show that there
has been no increase, and that we are spend'
ju~g all this money to bring in people from
outside while our own and our best are leav-
iug the State. If that is not right, let the
Minist~r deny it and give us the figures for
the last six months as to immigration and
einration.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mem-
ber for Pilbara, is asking me to prove a nega-
tive. He states that there is an excess of
departures over arrivals. I think the onus
of proof rests upon him, I have no know-
ledge at all of such a state of affairs as the
hon. member suggests,

Mr. Lambert: The Minister in charge of
the vote ought to have that knowledge.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The immi-
grants who received official assistance last
year were 8,217 men, 855 women, and 539
children, or a total of 8,711 persons. This year
the number is very much larger Proportionately.
I have beard it stated that peonle make for
the Eastern States from here, and that people
from the East come to Western Australia. tn
the absence of definite figures, however, it is
impossible for me to give the information
the hon. member requires.

Mr. Underwood: You have the figures. They
are here.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
bon. member has the figures, he can satisfy
himself.

M r. Underwood: But you have them,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- I have not

the figures available and it is imnossible for
me to answer the hon. member straight anay.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The point raised by
the member for Pilbara, is 6f the utmost im-
portance, and it is not sufficient for the Min-
ister to practically say it does not concern
hinm.

The Colonial Secretary: Most decidedly it
does concern me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister cannot
adopt that attitude and say that the bon,
member must prove his contention. The Com-
mittee is entitled to in-formation, and it is
only through the agency of the Government
that it can be obtained. I have not the
figures with me but I have a distinct recol-
lection of reading those which were taken
from official records. They showed that al-
though there was a large number of arrivals
during the year, the net result in the excess of
arrivals over departures was Very small in-
deed. The ''Statistical Abstract" shows,
that for the first quarter of this year the
arrivals totalled 8,770 and the departures
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0.1160, or an excess of arrivals over departures
of 1,si0.

The -Minister for Mines: Is that for July,
August and September?

Honi. P. COLLIER; -No, that is for the
first quarter ended March last. For the half
year ended 30th June last, the figures show
that while the arrivals totalled 17,659, the
cxc ess of arrivals over departures was only
2,194. That is to say, that while 17,000 pee-
1,le arrived, 15,000 took their departure fromn
the State. This aspect touches a vital point
La the whole policy of immigration, because
if it is to operate like pouring water into a
sieve, and if the State is to spend large Bumns
ipf money to secure population from overseas
and the net result is that the newcomers are
eitlipi leaving the State in almost equal num-
bers or are taking the place of Western Aus-
ti-allins who are leaving the State, it is a
serions matter.

Mr. Underwood:. It is indeed very serious.
H-on. P. COLLIER: If we are not retaining

a fair proportion or a6 very large proportion
of those who come into the State, it is evi-
denve that something is wrong.

The 'Minister for Mdines: The increase of
2 ,000 up to the end of June would be more
than the immigrants brought to Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Underwood: It is up to the Minister
to grive us the figures.

BHon. r. COLLTER: Those are the figures 1
would like to get. Judging from what I have
read from week to week, I should say that
more than 2,000 have arrived from overseas
during the first half year. The Minister may
have those particulars.

Ffnn. W. C. Angwin: The assisted and nom-
inated immigrants during that period total
2,288.

The Premier: And we ire keeping them all
in the State. They are actually here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: &ecording to those fig-
ures it would appear that we are retaining
that number and a small increase in addition.

The Mtinister for 'Mines: We cannot do
more tharn that.

Ilan. P. COLLIER: It seems that we are
not gaining from other parts. Has the Pre-
mier got the figures for the year? I remem-
ber reading that the total arrivals over a
period was 35,000) and the gain by excess ar-
rivals over departures was about 3,000.

Mr. TUnderwood; Tbree thousand! Whyup
to -t une we had only 30,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is difficult to get
at the real position.

The Mfinister for Mines: The -figures you
have read were quoted from the Governor's
Sireech.

Mr. Underwood:- What ahout giving the
eret figures?

The MNinister for Mfines: I am speaking to
th- Lender of the Opposition. The nrmiber
you refer to represents the immigrants
brought to Western Australia in 13 years.

lfr. Minsie: The Governor's Speech showed
that 45.409 people were brought to Western
Australia and 35,941 left the State.

]Eoan. P. COLLICER: These are the figures
r had in mind. At any rate, the Minister
should give us some information on this point,
because it is of the utmost importance. Hav-
ing embarked on a policy of assisted immigra-
tion, wre must be reasonably sure that the
State is retaining those who are coming here.
If we are to open the front door to admit
these people and we let them out by the back
door to go overland to the Eastern Statesi,
it will be a bad thing for us. What we waat
Is an increase in our population and to re-
tain those citizens we have now as well as
tI-usc we induce to come to our shores. It
the Premier has not the exact figures for the
Committee, he aight give us an assurance
regarding the general situation.

The PREMIER: The Coamaittee should
realise that these people who come and tzo
are those who are on business or on a visit.
While a large number of people Come to the
State, they do not stay here but return to
their homes elsewhere. The Leader of the
Opposition said that our pcopulation had in-
creased by 2,194 during the last six months;.
Ut should he realised that 31711- immigrants
arrived for the year ended the 30th June.

Hfon. P. Collier: 'Most of them came dur-
ing the latter half of the year.

The PREMIER: I have the figures for the
year only, hut probably there woere 2,000 durT-
ing the later half of the year. I think we
eased uip in the early part of that period.

Hon. P. Collier : That was about the
middle of the year.

The PREMIER: These :figures show that
wve have retained all those we assisted to
the State and some more besides. Certainly
the increase is not a large one, but we have
retained as many as we brought out and a
number in addition. We cannot possibly
retain all the people who come to the State
because some are you0ng men who, for inl-
Ptance, may come here on business.

Ron. P, Collier: But we should retain a
large proportion of those who come here.

The PREMIER: We are retaining all we
have brought out and some luore.

Mr. Davies: We should retain more be-
cause there is the natural increase.

Hon. P. Collier: But we are speaking only
of the arrivals and departures.

The PREMIER: In any e ase these figures
show that we are retaining more than the
number of assisted immigrants.

M~r. Underwood - Give us the exact
figures; they are published every month.

The PREMIR: Last year we brought InI
3,711 immigrants. The figures are publishad
from month to month so that hon. members
may have that information. While it is
true that some of our people go to the East-
ern States, it is equally true that some of
those who have been assisted to emigrate
to the East leave there and come to West-
ern Australia.

Ron. P. Collier: You have mentioned the
number who have been brought out. Have
you the number of departures for that
period?
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The PREMIER: Not at the moment. I
dto not think the number of arrivals and
departures can be regarded as an indication
of what should happen, because of the fact
that so many come here on business while
many of our people go to the East on
business as well, Of the 2,200 odd referred
to by the Leader of the Opposition, we
proba .bly assisted about 1,800. We have
retained then, and more as well. We cannot
do more than that.

,Mr. O'Loghlen: So long as we retain our
own people, that will be something.

The PREMIER: We have gained rather
than lost during the-last 12 months.

Mr. O'Loghilen: Have you the figuresl
The PREMIER: I gave them to the Com-

mittee when I said that 3,711 immigrants
laed been brought in.

Mr. Underwood: flow many went out?
The PREMIfER: There was an excess of

arrivals over departures of 400.
Mr. Underwood: Taking the 1921 figures

as published, more people went out than
came in.

The PREMIIER: I thought the hion. man-
lber was talking about this year.

Mr. Underwood: Why not give us the
exact figures?

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
lion, member wants. Can he make 3,711
persons into more than that number? Of
course he cannot. We told the House in
the Governor's Speech that in 13 years we
bad gained 9,000 people roy the excess of
arrivals over departures. During the last
six months we have gained more than 2,200
people. We cannot do more than that.

Mr. McCallum: One immigrant was robbed
the other day at Fremantle who was trying
to get out of the State.

The Colonial Secretary: That was through
his foolishness.

Mr. McCallumn: flid you put up that job)
Anu him?

The PREAIfEf: Probably the lion. moin-
her did. I do not think the country ought
to be told that we are losing population.
We are not doing anything of the sort. We
bare only now started or, the big immigra-
tion scheme, because our own unemployed
had first to be absorbed. From this time
forward we shall get many more immigrants
than we have had. We are prepared for
them now, and there is room for everybody.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: Thle fact that the
Colonial Secretary should try to bluff us
and make facetious remarks at the expense
of those asking for information, shows that
things are not as they are pretended to be.

The Premier: There is no pretence about
it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In 1921 our arrivals
were 29,333, and our departures 29,306. So
we gained 27 persona by excess of arrivals
over departures. These are the actuary 's
figures. The published figures show that
night up to the end of June, 1922, we were
not gaining population. The figures for the
first three months of the current financial
year are known, and it is only reasonable

that tike Minister dealing with these Esti-
mates should have those figures for us. In.
stead of giving us those figures, he gives us
cheek and impudence. I~t suggests that the
figures are against him.

The Colonial Secretary: I gave you the
figures last night.

The Premier: And he is not allowed to
give the same figures twice in the ono
session.

Mir. UNDERWOOD: It is important that
we should know it if we are bringing people
into the State and allowing them to drift
out again. When the Colonial Secretary
gives us verbiage and light rubbish in place
of facts that must he known to him, we
eon only assume the facts are against him.
Will he tell us the actual figurfes for the
first three months of the current financial
year?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
given the lion. member the figures, both to-
right and last night. For the 12 -months
ended 30th June last, our arrivals were only
2,711.

Hon. P. Collier: What were the depar-
tures?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I cannot
tell you.

Ron. P. Collie,: Then those figures are of
no value.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I regret
that I cannot give you the other- figures. This
isA the work of the Immigration Department,
and I do not know that the department can
le held responsible for the exeess of arrivals
over departures.

,%r. 'McCallum;: That is the test of yoar
Rchenie.

The COLONIAL SECRSIARY: Un-
doubtedly it is. I wish I had the complete
figures. The information is easy to obtain,
buat I cannot give it at this moment.

lion. IV. C. ANOWIN: It is difficult to
know whether the published returns are ac-
curate. According to the figures in the return
I have here, for the IS months ended 30th
June last, there was an excess of 3,448 de-
partures over arrivals. The returns for the
first quarter of the year showed an excess of
1,810 arrivals over departurep. But on the
return for the second three months being pub-
lished, it was discovered that an error of
nearly 1,000 had been mde in the first re-
turn, and that the excess of arrivals over de-
partures was only 843. la 1021 the excess
of arrivals over departures was only 27, not-
withstanding that during the period the State
had brought in 3,381 immigrants.

The Minister fo, Mines:± Arparently, they
took the place of those who left.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: it is our own peo-
ple, not the immigrants, who are leaving. The
majority of the immigrants are not is a
financial position to leave. However, the pub-
lished figures do not look very good. The
belief is general that we are losing more peo-
pie than we are bringing in.

The Minister for 'Mines: The census would
affect it.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, the census af-
fectsx only the total populatio i. It is now the
middle of 'November, and i are not yet
supplied with the September returns. That to
the 301th 'November, 1922% is the latest we
have.

The Minister for Mfines: The latest we
can get is to March, 1921.

Hron. W. C. ANXGWIN: In the monthly
"Statistical Abstract'' we used to get a Qoodl
deal of information on which we were able to
criticise the Government.

Mr. "MeCallum: That i, n-hy ir wras stopped.
Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: Nc, probably it

was cut out for economyv's salit'. We are non-
Supposed to have it every three Months, but
the returns for the 30th Septt mber aro not
here yet.

Hon. P. COLTrER: WeI, uii-ht wvell com-
plain tliat in the iddle of Novemnber we have
not received the "'Abstract" f or- the quarter
ended Septemnber, especially when Ave know
that its preparation does not involve a very
large amount of worki, certaii;-. not suifficient
to jus-tify a, period of six wei.

The Colonial Secretory: Possibly it has
been published.

Hion. P. COLLIER: It has not been pu-
lished, because it is invariably filed here im-
mediately. 'Wherever one obtains figures re-
garding the population, titer appear to be
uinsatisfactory. I have a set of figures cover-
ing the period of the present Palliament, the
18 months from April, 1921 to September,
1922 vhich figures I obtained from the sltatis-
tician last wveek. They show, that the total
arrivals in the State numbered 44,032 end the
total departures 42,504, so that the excess of

. arrivals over departures was- only 1,528. Dur-
ing the same period there came to the State
5.205 assisted or ilninated immigrants. Had
we retained all those who were brought in, it
follows that the arrivals would1 have exceeded
the departure-, by a similar- miber, "herens
the nutab:r was actually 1,528. Of the 5,205
assisted and nominated immigrants who ar-
rived] apparently no fewer than 3,675 left the
State, either that or an equivalent number of
our older citizens. These figures indicate a
very serious state of affairs. It is a matter
touching a vital point in oaur immigration
policy. If people arc leaving, the State in
greater nunmblers than *wv are arria-in0,
notwithstanding all the trouble and expense
we are incurring, there must be something
radically wrong. If we are retaining the
new arrivals, we must be losing rome of our
older citizens. I believe tchat a very -mal
proportion of the new arriv7als are leaving
Western Australia, but it appears that a veryv
substantial number of our older citizens are
goingr out of the State. It is of no benefit to
the State to lose in that wuanner. Our
object is to increase the sum total of
our population. When the Loan Estimates
are under consideration there wvill be another
opportunity to discuss the question, because
on that occasion funds will have to be voted
to give effect to the Premier's immigration
policy. The Colonial Secretary could hardly
have been expected to be armed with the in-
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formation to-night, but he Shouild be prepared
to give uIS complete information when the
Loan Estimates come down, so that we inay
know exactly where we stand.

The NMISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It ivas quite possible -for the state of affairs
imlivated by the Leader of the Opposition to
occuir nder the scheme of immigration oper-
ating luring the periodrl uoted. I know of
some war widows and others whbo were
brought out by the Salvation Army for dons-
e'.tiL purposes and who, after staying here
a month, went to MYelbourne. Under the Pre-
rater's immigration proposals, we Shall eon-
fine our efforts mainly to married people wvith
families. They will be placed on the land
under group settlement conditions, and will
not have the samne opportunity to leave the
State.

Hon. P. Collier: I think it is our own
people who are leaving, which is worse, but
we hare no means of ascertaining.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mfembers should consider the basis of the
Premier's immigration scheme, and they will
then realise that there will not he tilu same
opportunity for a flow% of population fiom,
the State.

Mr, PICKERING: The figures quoted are,
to say the least, disconcerting. We have
really made a loss of 3,677 persons, and it is
suggested that the loss has been of our own
people as opposed to immigrants. The im-
migration policy is being carried. out by
means of special loans from England. The
rremier, in announcing his policy, told us
that be looked to the per capita return from
the Commonwealth in respect to the increase
in population to provide a very large po-r-
tion of the interest which the State will be
called upon to find. If this is not realised,
the position of the State will become serious
indleed. Apparently what is really happen-
ing is that a large number of people are
chang-ing their locality and occupation. We
:ire settling in the South-West a large nunm-
her of people who were previously on the
goldficlds and on the wharves at Fremantle.
If this is so, there must be something hap-
petting to a large number of the immigrants
we have introduced. Judging from state-

meats published in the Press, it is probable
that a considerable number are leaving the
State.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not true.
Mr. PICKERING: The Minister is not

able to disprove it.
The Colonial Secretary: You are not

proving anything.
Mr. O'Logleln: Let us have a little har-

mony.
The Mfinister for Mlines: You are always

decrying the State and assuming things. You
are a croaker.

'Mr. PICKERING-. I have heard the M1in-
ister croak, and croak very loudly.

The CHAIMAAN: Order l I must ask
members to refrain from interjecting.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister has Just
returned from a holiday jaunt and is full of
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vimi. Meanwhile wre have beemn engaged carry-
ing Onl the business of the House,

The Minister for 'Mines: You have not
made much, progress.

M3r. PICKERING.: r paid for my own
trip and I guarantee the State paid for time
Minister's trip to Mfelbourne.

The Minister for Mines: That is the differ-
once between you and mne.

Tme CHAIRMNAN: Order!
Mr. PICKERING: If it is the business

of Ministers to interrupt with rude interiec-
tions and mnake necusations as to what actu-
ates members, I cannot hie field responsible.
I can quito understand the attitude of the
Minister for Mines. He is always facetious;
everything is more or less of a joke with
film.

The CHAI RIAN: Let us discuss imamni-
gration.

Mr. Angelo: He is callerd "Happy Jack.''
Mr. PICKEI~ENG: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN: I will. ask the Minister

to refrain from further interjecting.
Hon. P. Collier- In discussing the Mimn-

ister, the memnber for Sussex is discussing the
question of arrivals and departures.

The Minister for Mines: But I come back.
'Mr. PICKERING: As it is only a matter

of facetiousness, I have no desire to pursue
the discussion. I consider it a seripus mnatter
if we embark upon a policy which means an
outlay of millions and wre are not getting
the results anticipated. As this apparently
is not the view taken by the Government, I
have no further remarks to offer.

Mr, DAVIES: The position disclosed in1
the figures just read out is amazing. What
puzzles me is, 'where the people can have gone
to. We are told there is unemaploynment in
the Eastern States.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: People exnggerate some-
times. You have only to go over East to
see signs of prosperity.

Mr. DAVIES: But time New South Wales
Premier stated only three months ago that
a very large sum of money had been spent
there in relieving unemployment. We know
there are two million unemployed in the Old
Country. If the departures from Western
Australia are in excess of the arrivals here,
where do the people go to from a porosperous
State like 'Western Australia?

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They can do just as well
elsewhere as here. Do not let us delude our-
selves. There are tien out of wyork in Perth
to-day.

Ifr. DAVIES: If the figures given to-
ntight are correct, every member ougmt to ask
where the lboople have gone to. Surely they
would not go to a State where there is unem-
ployment.

Hon. P. Collier: That does net concern us.
What concerns irs is the fact that they have
gone.

Mr. DAVIES: We should ascertain whethmer
there is not sonme mistake in the matter. Thn
"Statistical Abstract" contains many figures
which are not nearly accurate. Of all the
Ausitralian States, the most prosperous is this

one. Let progress be repiortedl on this vote,
SO tHt the n1Ceessry inquiries may be made.

Hon. P. Collier:- We can rica] with the
question on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. ML'NSIE: I happen to have here a
copy of the London ''Daily M 'il of Fri-
day, the 21st June, 1022, which contains the
followvig:-

A '"Daily Mfail'' reporter who visited
Australia House, Strand, yesterday morn-
l ug, found the migration department
crowded, and would -be mnigrnts, young
mna and girls, middle-aged men and women,
men from. farnis, factories and office, men
fronm the counter, seeking inforinatiot.
"Since Monday-''

This paper is printed on the Friday.
''Since Monday,'' said an official, ''we
have, dealt with 8,000 people at the Colunter,
and in addition there have been 18,000 ap-
plications for information.''

If that statement is correct, and if arrange-
ments are being made to bring all those
people to W~estern Australia, it is up to the
Government to fnd out whether the figures
quo ted by the Leader of the Opposition are
correct. If it is a fact that our own people
are leaving Western ALltralia, we should
make an effort to keep them here. A good
number of people hav-e left this State quite
recently because they have been unable to ob-
tabn land. With all thre boom of land settle-
nment here, a considerable number of people
have left WesternH Aistralia quite recently
for that reason.

The M1inister for Agriculture: They have
a nice hope of getting land in the Eastern
States.

Mr. MUNSTE: I amn not prepared to say
whether they will fare better or worse there.

Mr. McCallum: Other avenues exist there.
Mr. 'MTJSTE: I know of the ease of a

father and four sons who waited seven
inouths here for land, sending in application
after application. Eventually they packed
up and went East. First of all, we have pref-
eranmce to returned soldiers, to which I do
not object; hut if the Government are going
to boom land settlement for the purpose of
attracting immigrants to be placed on the
land, they Should speed up things as regards
finding land for our own people.

Mr. Mfoney: Our own people are not going
off the land, and manny more are going on
the land here.

Mr. 'MTNSIE: Many of the people who
have left this State are accounted for by the
decline in the outback districts and on the
goldfields. Promi those areas people are go-
ing East by the Trans-Continental Railway
insteadl of coming to our country districts.
Tt is no use getting 20,000 immigrants if we
are going to lose 193,000 out of the back
door.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I repeat
myv expression of regret that I have not atvail-
able the figures hon. members have asked for.
I am particularly sorry because some of the
remarks made here to-night may possibly do
sonic injury. I hope that until we gct the
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al'suolute figures no one wrill he influenced by
what I may term a gospel of despair. Speak-
ing of Perth, we have never been more pros-
perous than we are to-day. Building is the
best criterion of prosperity, and in Perth to-
day building is going onl in greater volume
than ever before in the history of the city.

Mr. Munsie: It would go on faster if the
Minister for Works would increase the cap-
acity of the State Blrickworks.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There is
a great demand for brick;, and some of the
private briekworkt; are booked up for months
ahead. How different is that position from
what we might believe! Building work in
Perth is so plentiful that builders, carpen-
ters, and bricklayers are hard to get.

Mr. Munsie: -There is no shortage of ear-
penters.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I T m told
it is difficult to get any class of men engaged
onl construction work. As regards Perth, a
splIendid time is being experienced. Latterly
values of land and buildings in Perth have
become greatly enhanced.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are we rolling in pros-
perity with the deficit growing as it is,

lion. P. COLLIER: It is not very satis-
factory for the Committee, when seeking in.
formation oil a vital question of policy-in
fact, the only question occupying the public
mind to-day-to be treated by the Mfinister
in charge to a dissertation to the effect that
he does not know when there has been so
imuch prosperity in Perth. Hie says there are
numerous buildings going up in the city, and
that there is in consequenee a scarcity of
labour. "CGrent prosperity in Perth'' is the
Mfinister's reply to the statements which
l,'ve been made. le goes so far as to say-
and I aim almost inclined to eharacterise the
statement as imipudent-that he hopes the
Conmmittee will not be influenced by state-
inents made to-nighit. I have given the offi-
cial figvres of the Minister's department.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not object
to that.

Honl. P. COLLiER: When I give official
figures, I object to the Minister asking the
Committee not to be influenced. From that
statement the inference is that the figuires I
gave are not *brreet. Has the 'Minister proof
of their incorrectness? In reply to figures of
arrivals and departures the Minister says
there are more buildings going up in Perth
than he has ever known before. It is no
use asking the Committee to be satisfied
with such an inconsequent, lackadaisical
reply as that. I have looked up last year's
Loan Estimates, andI find that there n-ill
not be ain opportunity of discussing the ques-
tion of immigration on them. Last year there
was no vote whatever for immigration; all
time expense was provided from other sources.
There was a reference to soldier settlement,
and one or two other matters in last year's
Loan Estimates, but there was no vote. If
we allow this division to go through, we will
have no opportunity to discuss this all im-
portant question.

The Premier: There will be a vote on the
Loan Estimates this year. We require a
vote to get money to spend for these pur-
poses.

Hon. P COLLIER: I looked up the Loom
Estimates for last year, and the fact that
no vote appeared, prompted me to draw
attention to the matter. If the Premier,
however, says that there will be a vote this
year, I hicept his statement. I wili be pre-
pared to allow the divison to go, On the dis-
tinct understanding that there will be a full
and ample opportunity fok a serious discus-
sion on the whole question before the session
closes. After all, immigration is wrapped
Up inl our land settlement policy, and our
proposal to spend large isums of money in
the development of the State. If we cannot
be welt and amply informed on this question,
we might just as well shot up shop, because
everything else is of comparatively small
importance.

The PREMIER: There will be an oppor-
tunity on the Loan Estimates to discuss im-
migration. because there wilt he a vote this
year. A discussion on the question of immi-
gration is one thing, and a discussion on
whether our own people are leaving the State,
is another thing. Had we not brought people
to Western Australia during the last 20
years, we should have been in a far
worse position thanm we are to-day. Had we
not brought out 3711 immigrants during the
last 12 months, we would have lost
proportionately in the ifigures relating to the
arrivals Pad departures.

M r. 'McCallum: That does not always
follow.

The PREMTER: It does, to the extent
that the immigrant remains in the State, and
there is no proof that he does not do so.

Mr. Ateallima: There are some who go.
The PREMIER: And there are some

immigrants who come to Western Australia
from the Eastern States.

Mr. McCallum- When I was in Adelaide
last, I heard one immigrant speaking in the
Botanical Park, and he was telling the people
of the bad time he had had in Western Ana-
trails.

Hon. P. Collier- I do not think there aire
many like that, but it is a bad thing if our
own people are leaving the State.

The PREMIER. I can assure the Com-
mittee that our own people are not being
sqmueezed out by the immigrants.

Hion. P. Collier: I do not say that. Things
must be bad, generally, to drive our own
people out.

The PIREMIER: The building trade was
in a bad state some time back.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:- We know that a 'number
of farmers have dismissed their older em-
ployees and put on cheaper men.

The PREMIER: Many bricklayers and
builders went to the Eastern States In one
year when trade was bad. If we ceased
bringing people out because some of our
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people went to the East, we would simply
be in a worse position thtan ever.

Mr. Davies: W hy are the people going to
the Eastern States?

The PREMIER: I do not know.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They are not starving

there.
Mr. 'MeC9llui: Tie building trade has

been busy there for the patt six years.
The PREMTIER: We ari settling more

people on the laud than ever before.
Mr. Munsie. That is so.
The PREMIER: Certainly. We are

settling more people from the goldfields than
ever before.

Mr. M~unsie: Principally with the group
settlements.

The PREMTIER: Far more are going or&
the land than are included in the groups.
Some 2,500 men have been settled in the
groups during the last few months.

Mr. "MeCALiLUM: I would like some in-
formation from the Minister regarding the
administrition of "the department. When
immigrants arrive at Fremantle, they are
housed at the Immigrants' Home. I fre-
quently see people going there; and I read
in the Press that representatives of organi-
sations, and a lot of busybodies from
different parts of the State have delivered
addresses. When, however, public men, in-
cluding the Leader of the Opposition, visited
the home to see the class of immigrants
being brought out, they were refused
permission to remain on the premises by the
officer-in-charge. Is it the policy of the
department, that members of Parliament are
to be ordered about, and refused information
relating to this important matter, by under-
strnppers and Government officials?

The Premier: That incident was regretted
by everyone.

Mr. 'McCALLUT: But the then Minister
sup-nortell it.

The Premier: In any ease, it was regret-
table.

Mr. McCALLTJMI: The Minister admnitted
that it hail been referred to him, and that he
bad Pgreed with the instructions which had
been issued. Representatives of organina-
tions were allowed to visit the homne and
adriresq the immigrants.

The- Colonial Secretary: To what organi-
sations do you referf

'Mr. MeCr(ALLilhI: There were represen-
tatives of churches, and social bodies, includ-
ing the Ugly Mfen's Association. 'While
representatives of the Ilgly Men 's Association
were allowed into the home on one day, the
Leader of the Opposition and myself, accom-
panied by a member of the executive of the
New Settlers' League, were ordered out of
the premises.

The Colonial Secretary: You are still
speaking of the one incident.

Mr. MeCALiLUM. Yes.
The Colonial Secretary: I do' not 9s why

anyone desirous of addressing the immigrants
should not be allowed to do so.

Mfr. 'McCALLUM: Representatives Of
orgauisations were allowed to address the
immigrants on the day previous ton our visit,
and also on the day following it. We had no
depsire to address the immigrants, but we
wished to inform ourselves as to the type of
people who were coming out. Quite a wrong
account of what happened appeared in the
Press. As soon as we appeared there,
the telephone was rung, Mr Collier
was culled to it, and we were told
we wold~ hare to go. If that is the way
the officer in charge of immigration deals withI
public men, lionw ill he deal with the im-
migrantsI

Mr. Wilson: Who was the office-r?
Mr. 'MeCALLUI': Crawcoiir issued time hti-

st iuet lent
Thme Premier: It was regrettable.
Mr. 'MeCALLUUM: I ant glad to hear the

Premier say so. At the same time, it should
not be necessary for members of Parliament
to seek permission before going into the home.
Although I pass the institution when going
to and frein my hiomec, I have not attempted
to isi 't the place sin ce., Am I to be expected
to ring up Craweour and gret permission to
go through? Is the Leader of the Opposition,
the man who stands second to the Premier in
this State, to he ordered off the premises by
a Government official? I should like tn as-
surance from the Minister now in charge of
the department that members Of Parliament
are not expected to do any such thing.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Pergon-
ally' I know nothing of the incident referred
to beyond what I read in the Press. My own
belief is that it arose out of a misunderstand-
ing which was regrettable. The presence of
members of this House should be welcomed
at the immigrants' home and, in fact, at any
Government institution.

Vote put and passed.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Vote-Inspection of liquor, £1,308:

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: I want some informa-
tion regarding this sub-department. When
the new Licensing Act Amendment Bill be-
comes law, the department will cease to exist
and the control will be taken over by the
authorit-y prov ided in the measure. I was.
not in the House when the Bill was discussed
and I1 may not be here when the vote for the
State hotels will be before members. The
officer who is Superintendent of State Hotels
is also the Chief Inspnector of Liquors. My
grievance against this particular officer is
that he is faithfully carrying out the policy
of the State hotels to profiteer on every pos-
sible occasion.

The M,%ini',sr for Works: What place do
you refer to?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN:- I refer to every place
where a State hotel is conducted.

The Premier: I wish they would succeed
a bit more.
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Mr. O'LOOHLEN: Is the Premier not
satisfied with the profits derived at present,
profits which are secured from the frailties
of men?

The Premier -I do not want to see more
liquor consumed,

The Minister for Mines: The profit does
not include goodwill and ingoing that tbe
other fellows have to pay.

Mr. O'LOGRLEN I the Minister pitt op
the State hotels for auction, he would get a
shock. They would be run to advantage by
private individuals, although they would be
run on different lines.

Mr. McCallumn: They have returned more
capital than was invested in them.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you say they
would pay better?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Yes, for bigger profits,
but they would be conducted worse than they
are now.

The Premier: Where there is only one hotel,
it should be a State hotel.

Mr, O'LOGHLIEN: I know that. The idea
in the establishment of the State hotels was
to give the people something better than the
private hotels were providing. I got hun-
dreds of signatures for one State hotel and
I think I robbed the privatte trader of about
£20,000.

The 'Minister for Mlines: Are you referring
to Dwellingup?

Mr. O'LOOWILEN: Yes.
The M~inister for Mines: You cannot grunm-

ble at the Direlliagup hotel.
Mr. 0'LOOHI2 EN: The residents grumble

at it. They were doprived of the only
recreation they had, after the hotel had got
their money. The billiard room was closed
up so that it could he turned into a store-
room. Nowhere else titan at a State hotel
do you have to pay 7d. for a glass of beer.
Why should the State hotels get the last
penny from the people? The Premier and
the Minister in control are unable to reply
to that question.

The Colonial Secretary: T do not know that
the State hotels are charging a higher price.

Mr. 0'LOGHLEX: I have told the Mmfi-
biser that is so. Does he not accept my word?

The Colonial Secretary: I have paid 7d.
for beer myself.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Whene.
The Colonis Secretary: I prefer not to

say where, although I will let the bon. inem-
her have the information privately.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The State hotels are
run to-day f'or commercial profit. The super-
intendent of State hotels buys the liquor re-
quired. Before the Royal Commission rmu
Licensing he boosted Australian whitky.
Later hit went to two traders in Perth and
bought big supplies of Australian whisky.
But he did not put that whisky on the shelves
of the State hotels. ittatead of that, he
blended it with other brands, andl is selling- it
as bulk whisky at Is. a nobbler. In privnte
hotels that whisky c-an hie purchased for 9di.

The Minister for Works: I think 9d. toe
i itch.

Mr. 0'LO0ULlON: The hotelkeeper who
suppllies the Minister does tot think So.

The Minter for 3tiaes: Theo hotelkoepfr
eon measure it out.

'Mr. 0'LOGHLEN: But the 'Minister for
Works takes no notice of the incas-re, at all
events, not at Parliament House. Under the-
new arrangement of the department contem-
plated in the Licensing Bill, I hope a, better
chance will be given to the Australian pro-
duet. I have no fault to tind with the man-
ag ers of the several State hotel;, but I do.
object to the general policy. The prices
charged are too high, and there is never a
newspaper or a magazine available in a State
hotel.

Mr. Teesdale: I suppose the custonwrs
shake them all.

'Mr. 0 'LOGULEN:- It is like the hon. mem -
ber to east aspersions on the working bullovk.
Recently a notice was issued that the hotels
were to take in only one daily paper fromt
Perth in addition to the local newspaper.

The Colonial Secretary: Is not that enough ?
Mlr. 0'LOGHLEN: Of course the Min-

ister's newspapers, are to be found in all
State hotels, but journals supplying satis-
factory mental pabulum have been wiped off
the list. I do not like the ebeeseparing policy
adopted in the State hotels and the grasping
methods employed to get additional revenue.
At one time we looked to the State hotels
to correct the evils assoc-inted with the drink
tiaflit-, but to-day they have fallen far below
their original standard.

The Minister for M,\ines: The Dtvellingup
Staite hotel, if in private hands, would not
be coadueteil as it is to-day, It keeps a
splendid table, one of the best in the State.

'Mr. 0 'LOGHfLEN: But the working man
cannot enjoy that table. It is beyond the
mneans of the man. on 12s. or 13s. per day.
The only place for hint is the trough. Let
lii, go to the bar and swill.

The 'Minister for Mines: If they saved
what they ;liendl at the bar, nmnny of them
could afford at least one good meal a day.

Mr, O'LOGHLsEN:. The 'Minister does not
do with one good meal a day. I hope the
Colonial Secretary will look intio the manage-
zmacnt of the State hotels.

Vote put and passed.

V'ote-State Labour Bureau, £2,278:

Mfr. O'LOGHLEN: Recently instructions
were issued that no nmore railway passes were
to be provided for men proeceding to work in
the country- That is a wrong policy. Pre-
viously men going to work in the country got
a railway pass f roam the bureau and paid for
it as soon ats they were able to do so. Now
they cannot get away to work in the country.

The Mfinister for Works: I fixed up three
men the other day.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: But there are 30 others
who have not been fixced uip. Mfen cannot take
work in the country, because they have not
the money for their railway fare. Of the ag-
gregate value of the railway fare previously
issued by the bureau, 93i per c-wit, was racer-
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ered. It is better to get men away to work in
the country thin to have themi knocHirg about
the city. In this morning's "~ West Austra-
lian'' I saw the Premier reported -is having
said that if any such men were sent to him
he would fix them up with railway fares.
Later in the morning two men camne to Init
with a telegram froin the manager of the
Yanaumi mine offering them work. They hatl
not their railway fares, so on the strength
of what I had seen in the paper I rang up
the Premier, who at once said he had been
misareported. If the bureau will not help
deserving men to get away, to work in the
country, we might as ivell. close it uip. Thisq
afternoon I had a word with the Premier,
and le said he would see to it that the policy
was altered. Another member of Parliamen t
sent five men to the Premier's office to-day,
and the Premier'Is secrelary undertook to Wx
them up. The Colonial Seeretary ought to
put this right himself. Conditions of life are
precarious. We never know what is awaiting
us, and so the 'Minister sonic day, instead
of having a dozen newspapers and a Rolls-
Royce car, may find himself out Of Work With
nothing to fall back upon. In such cirenin-
stances it would be very handy if hie could
accept sonic work in the country and get his
railway fare advanced by the Labour Bureau.,
I sin sorry the remark of the Premier was
wrongly reported, because I thought the
difficulty had been overcome,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For the
year ended the 30th June last fares were
advanced to 3,253 workers to proceed to work
in the country, and 7.3 per cent. of the amount
has been recovered to date.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I read 03 in the report,
but I ama willing to stand on 73.

Mr. Teesdiale: Even 73 is satisfactory.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That per-

centage would be considerably higher hut for
the -fact that certain instructions have been
issued to the secretary of the bureau. Those
instructions are not severe. It is not the
wish of members that the bureau should be-
conic a booking station.

',%r. O'Loghlen: It is our wish tbat it
should do the useful work it has done in the
past.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tickets
could be issued in speciel circumstances, but
it should not be a regular thing for a man
requiring a ticket to go to the bureau for it.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It is not; 3,000 is a mere
bngatelle compared with the number who
travel.

The COLON-IAL SECRETARY: A. mian
can secure a ticket if he presents a letter
from a reputable citizen stating that the
money will be refunded.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that a guarantee?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yet.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I am not giving it, and

you would not, either.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If T cd

not know a man well enough to guarantee his
fare, I should not recommend him to the

bureau. A mnan going to employment could
secure a letter from his employer.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: If he bad to write for a
letter, he would be kicking his heels in town
for another week.

Mr. Corboy: In most instances these em-
ployers are on a railway line with a mail
mice a fortnight.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A man
can give an order on his employer for pay-
nlent.

Mr. 0 'Loghilen: These luna agreed to do
that, and your mnin turned them down.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If they
give an oider on the employer and the mana-
ger is satisfied the men are going to that
emiployer, the tickets are isued.

'Mr. 0 'Leghlen: Your manager gave them
the job. Whait is wrong with the old sys-
tem ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This is
the only system I know of.

MIr. O'Loghlen: Did not you introduce it!
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, it was

in force when I took office. It seems a rea-
sonable system. It would he unsatisfactory
if the mainager issued tickets without super,

'Mr. 0 'Loghleu: He does not complain.
Mr. Mfcallnsn: If you left it to his dis-

cretion, you would not go far wrong.

lon. W. 0. Angwia: I call attention to
tme state of the Committee.

Mr. Corbey: Yes, nine (if us; kept Horse
fur four of you lnst night.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: And a dirty paragraph
was published in the "'West Australian"' be-
enuse we were a few minutes Iate.

[Quorum fortned.]

'.\r. McCallum: Better lock tho doors to
keep themn in.

The, COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
slioultI be some restriction.

r. 0'Loghien: Will you leave it to the
secretary to make the restriction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
would net be fair to him. A mnan can get a
ticket if Ilie pCrents a letter fro TOa Ireputable
c itizen.

'Mr. 0'to gbleu: That represents a guaran-
tee, and how many men will give a guarante?
Try it yourself.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
lion, member believed a mnin wasi going iii
work, lie would give him a letter.

Hon. P. Collier: That is ridiculous.
The 4 %ILONTAL SECRETARY: The Ree

ond course is to present a letter from the
employer.

'Mr. O'Loghleu: It is not obtainable.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And

thirdly a signature from the person pro
ceeding to the work that the money will hN
ref unded.

Mr. 0 'Loghlemi: They all give that.
.\r. Corboy: And it should be suffelent
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In that
case the secretary uses his discretion.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: But you do not allow
him to.

The COLONTAl, SECRETARY: The ut-
most consideration will be given within the
limits of reason. We should not issue a tic-
ket if it is thought the amount will not We
refunded.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I gave you instances and
offered the signatures and both you and the
secretary turned mec down. You asked me to
guarantee them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I1 was
assured that a certain member would guaran-
tee them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I would not.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: We made a regulation

that we would not accept a guarantee, as it
was not worth the paper it was written on.

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: The
b~ureau is sympathetic, and cannot do more
than issue tickets where the request is con-
sidered reasonable.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have issued instrut-
tions not to do that without an order from
the employer.

'Mr. TEESDALE: I an disappointed that
the Minister has not explained why the old
order of things has been altered. Undoubt-
edly an alteration has been made when a man
produces a letter or telegram showing that he
has an engagement and cannot get a ticket.

Hon. P. Collier: That is an alteration, be-
cause in such eases a ticket could always he
obtained in the past.

Mr. TEESDALE: Yes. The secretary isa
.o very capable man. I have often gone
there to see how the officials treated
the unfortunate men who have to wait
hour after hour for something to do. I
have been in a similar position elsewhere
and it is a rotten position. I wanted to
catch then, napping, but I found the office
,uork proceeding with the greatest con-
sideration possible. The officials wore sym-
pathetic, and I could not help being struck
with the difference between the manage-
ment there aud one or two other depart-
mencts I have in mind. It would be safe to
aflow this mnr to use his own discretion.

Mr. Corboy: Safer than leaving it to the
.Minister.

Mr. TEESDALE: lie has been therejloog
enough to say whether the risk should be
taken. Seventy-three per cent, is a wonder-
ful return, considering the class of labour
which has to be dealt with. No member
r.ould cavil at £100 or more being in a
liquid state.

Mr. O'Iaoghlen: It does these men no good
to be cadging about town.

Mr. TEESDALE: The old system should
be restored so that the cases mentioned by
the member for rorrest could be met. We
should Dot put the slightest obstacle in the
way of men getting work. God knows we
have enough wasters who do not want work.
When we have men who want to get away,
if the Government cannot help them, then

by Heavens we have reached a pretty pass-
Let the Government leave the matter to the
secretary without reference to the Minister.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
no knowledge of any system having been
altered.

.Mr. 0 'Loghten: Will you agree to abolish
the guarantee?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:; I am
advised that no genuine applicant has any
difficulty in obtaining a fare. This is
proved by the fact that the fares issued
last year exceeded those of the previous
year by. over 1,000.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin : You had a large
number of unemployed then.

Mr. Corboy: What is a genuine applicant
if he is not a man to whom Mr. Hitchens
has given a job.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I should
say such a man was a genuine applicant.

Mr. Corboy: Yet he was refused a pass.
Mr. 4cCALLUM :The work of the

Labour Bureau should not be judged on a
profit and loss account. It should be judged
to,- its usefulness in the life of the corn-
mnunity. It has done really good work. Mr.
If itehens is a very capable man and if
things were left to his discretion, they would
Pot go far wrong. Recently navvies obtain-
ing work in the country have been aked
to produce somne agreement for employment.
A navvy does not enter into an agreement
w-hen hie gets a job. There is no written
agreement between him and his boss. The
iren usually follow a ganger from place to
place and, when a job is finished, they conic
info the city. When the ganger is going
out again, hie picks the mna up, and tells
theni to meet lhim, at a certain place in
readiness to catch a certain train and he
will start them. When these men go to the
bu-can and ask for a fare to such and such
a place, they al-e asked to produce an agree-
irent. Nowr, an agreenient is altogether
foreign to the navvy's occuipation. What
does a navvy want to get out of town into
the country for, except to work? Xeeping
.su~ch Men in town is conducive towards
making them ''unemployable "-a term
which certna people frequently use. The
loss involved is, after all, only a'-matter of
bookkeeping; there is no extra expense to
the Railway Department because these men
pre on board a train. In every section of
the community there are wasters; that class
of person is not confined to the ranks of the
workers. The loss in railway fares is not a
financial loss to the country; but, even if it
wtere a direct pceuniary loss, there would be
an economic gain to the country from get-
ting the men to work. I urge the Minister
to leave the largest possible discretion to
the officer in charge of the Labour Bureau.

The Premier: But the 11n0L with money
ought not to get railway passes.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: The man wvith money
keeps away from the Laboar Bureau. The
great majority of the men who obtain passes
may be rough, but they have big hearts and
they pay back when they can.
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The Premier: We know that.
Mr. MeCALLUINT. Mr. Hitehens knows

these men; and if be does Dot know ein
zpplicant, he knows where to inquire con-
cerning him, and does inquire. The Minister
should give "Mr. Hitehiens the widest possible
discretion.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: Is the polity going to
te altered?

The Colonial Secretary- -I have no know-
ledge that there has been any change of
policy.

Mr. O'LOGH4LEN: Guarantees have been
taken from members of Parliament. That
is a change of policy. Will guarantees be
required in future?

The Premier: Of course we do not want
frauids.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Inquiry
will be made in the direction suggested
l. , tile member for Forrest. Naturally, the
depa:rtment mnust exercise supme discretion.

lThin. W, C, ANGWIN:, I saggest that too
i',itiit attention should not be paid to the
TUnder Secretary. The manl rts ponsible i9- the
offler inl charge (II the Laboulr Bureau. He
mal:,'s every inquiry' before granting railway
pagses. Cuarantees from nrlers were ab-
olisheri sonic years ago. It wouild take con-
sicderaby more than a ullilnr's nalary to
inlet thle claimls fit this eourel ionl. Occasion-
nllv. a member refused to pav: up on a guar-
ante. The officer in charge of the Laboulr
Bureau does exercise great discretion, more
particularly as regards men obtaining em-
plorineat thingh private- registry offices.

31ir. 'MANN: It ir hardl~ly right thatt ak
private institution should be called upon to
gua,,antee a Government departmnent, hut the
Ugly 'Mcii's Association haivr lied to give
guiarantees when obtaining tickets for mein
going to jobs in the couintry. The matter
ended up with a debit of XE21, anrd a letter
fromt the (Crow-n Lawr Departmet threatening
the issue of a writ. Last wee~k I hadl a ease
where three mien were able to ptt work in the
bush, but could not raise their fares. Eventul-
ally, I got the ulen awny through the good
oficees of the Minieter for WorksM. The next
day there were three more n..ea, who were
s4imilarly circumistanced. The men agreed to
Lign orders on their first week'si pay. At the
Labour Bdreau I have been told that passes
could not he granted without the prodilction
of affreemeats for employment. Even if the
T abour Bureau is occasionally taken down
for a fare, that i-4 only a Matter of boot-
keeping.

The Minister for Works:. P-itt the Railway
fl-partment stiffer then.

Mr, MIANN: It is an economic benefit to
the country to get such men out of the city-
to work, though I do not suggest that it
costs nothing to carry them by' train. I urge
that greater latitude be given to tho officer
in charge of the Labour Bureau.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Lunacy and Tnebrites-flf,500:
Ilon. W. C. ANOWI.N: What has been

done as regairds: carrying out the recommen.

dationa of the Royal Commission on Lunaoy?
Seine of those recommendations would not in-
volve much expense, but A-ould make the
position of the patients more comnfortable. 1
do not lihe to say it, but it is a fact that the
petition of patientso in Western Australia is
worseP than that of patients in, eith-r New-,
South Wales, Victoria or Soith Australia. I
have visited 12 or 13 institutions in those
States, ansi I say the position here is the
won~t of the lot. There is no gettinge away
from the Tact that in Western Australia the
patients are prisoners. In the other States
they are not prisoners, and are not confined
between four walls as is the ease at Clare-
mont. The Chairman of the Royal Conimis-
ion was very strong in his remrarks on the
Claremont institution in thnt respect. le
pointed out that at small 2xpense the place
could be made more open for the patients,
so that they' would not he confined so closely.
To this end he suiggCstr'd the removal of
certain walls, thtus providin2 better ven-
tilation. So far ac I can learn, nothing
has been clone in that direction. it
urns also recommendled that with a little
addlitional erpense there should be a %rard for
the purrose of receivinz patients so as to
avoid their Icving placedl with the clironic
cases at liii' hospital. Ne -attempt has beeon
maile, to attend to that matter and, so far as
T Pnn gee, nothinz 1has been (Ions, to mn'rc the
patients manre comfortable. Unless steps are
taken in that direction, Wesqtern Ausgtralia
will labour undler a sti,"ma regarding its
lunacy aiiiisrninn. 'Ihl iiildinr was cont-
struetedl in accordaqnce with the old style and,
ensequenprtly, is by no mpaas tip to date.

With slig7ht alterations, however, it could be
i'adv much miote comnfortable for the patients.
Thle Commnission also made a rerommendatien
regaLrdiag a nurses' home. Hon. members do
rot realise, the posgition. At the timie. the Cam-
mission sat there were, speaking from mem-
ory, between 80l and 90 girls at the institu.-
tion and only 13 of them had had three
Years' exnerie nee. The girls will not remain
there, with the result that the institution has
neut the niamber of qualified raures necessary
in the interests of the patients. The girls
sleep in little wards adjoining the main ward
and their rooms arc not satisfactory. The
matron asked its to go into one room where
tlere was a sick girl, andi it was so small
t t at ane could hardly swing a eat in it.
Further, that girl 's roomi adjoined the ward
whore the noisy patients sleep. A number of
iiur4e on nigh~t duty hadl to sleep during the
dlay over thle Scullery, with the1 resullt that
their rest was broken. Apart fromn the brief
intervals when they were off duty and away
from the institution, they were cnstantly
amongst the patients. Dr. Joaes, of Victoria,
who is a first class Officer, Stated that thle
nursves must be properly treated in these, in-
stitutions. I do not say anything derogatory
to the nurses we have. Thoy are dnrin thle
best in the cirzumstancees in which they are
placedl. Dr. Jones emphasisedl the point that
if the niirN.'q 'ere to hir retntined, they nrinst
he rnme ernntaortahlo. In the Eastern States
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attention is paid to that aspect. I was
pleas"ed to hear the 'Minister say that the diet
had been improved. Now that the summer is
approaching, I hope he will see that fruit is
I rovided for the patients. In a country like
Western Australia, where fruit is allowed to
rot on the ground, it is strange that patients
very rarely see fruit unless somne is received
fromn Whitby. The 6 ormaission recommended
the introduction of legislation regarding the
release of patients, and I hope the Minister
will bring forward the necessary Bill this
session. As the law stands to-day, a ease can-
not be brought before a judge so long as
there is any doubt about the sanity of the
patient concerned. The C'ommtissioni recom-
mended that if a person desired to secure the
release of a patient whose "Mattnl condition
wats such that he would not be dangerous to
the community at large, the law should hec
amended to enable hin, to have his ,liberty.
By the expenditure of comparatively small
sums of money, improvements can be carried
out at some of the existing buildings and
thus obviate the immiediate necessity for the
bigger expenditure for a new institution. If
another room were provided at Green, Place
a number of patients could be transferred to
that spot. At present women patients
under the -ontrol of two nturses look after
this home. The women are not actually isane
but their condition is such that they are not
ft to be at large. It is the only place, how-
ever, where the doors are thrown open and
the innliate9 allowed to go into the garden at
will, It is a beautifiul site, a ad the ch~airnman
of the Conmmission approved of additional
accommtodationi being provided and a number
of patients being- transferred there. At
Whitby Falls at few patients are accoinmo-
dated, and if another room were erected
quite a nunmber of patients from the main
institution could be sent there and allowed to
work on the farm. A newv institution will
have to be provided in tinte bitt there is no
necessity for great expenditure at present.
When the question of site is settled, the
grounds can be prepared and the work of
providing the new institution can go on by
degrees. One of the most important things
that appealed to me during my visit to the
Eastern States was the reception homes. I
was particularly struck with the fact that they
were all small. In conversation with those
in control here, I am afraid there is a ten-
dency to provide a place that will develop
into an institution. Provision should be
made for not more than about 20 male
patients and 20 women patients. If hon.
members could only see the reception homes
in New South WVales they would quickly
bring pressure to bear on the Government to
have similar provision made here. The re-
port of the Commission is before members
and it deals exhaustively with many of these
questions. The Inspector General of Newt
South Wales informed me that in that State
they have slightly over 40 per cent, of re-
coveries out of all the admissions. He said
that over 35 per cent. leave the reception

homes without being declared insane. This
is a matter that affects the general public,
and I trust the Minister will not delay the
provision of a reception home here. If pos-
sible I would like to see it erected along the
river so that the view will attract the at-
tention of patients, who will not feel con-
fined as they do at present. The system of
administration is somewhat different here
from that whichi obtains in the other States.
it New South Wales the superintendent has
complete control over the whole institution,
but hoe confines his duties entirely to the
patients. Under the superintendent is a man-
ager who haes control of the outside work,
enabling the former to devote greater atten-
tion to the patients. Dr. Sinclair said they
had been very fortunate in that there had
never been a clash between the superinten-
(lent and the manager in that State. In some
institutions the manager looks after the
whole place and the doctor only pays occa-
sional visits. In those eases chronic patients
are kept in the instituien but they are al-
lowed to go about as they please. In Vic-
toria almost a similar system is in operation.
but they have a secretary instead of
a manager and lie relieves the superin-
tendent of the outside work. The only
place that can be compared with Western
Australia is South Australia, where they have
only one institution which is controlled hy a
board of three. The Inspector General takes
no part in the administration of the Asylum
except as chairman of the hoard of control.
The hoard meet regalarly, -xamine accounts,
see that cotomiy in purchasitig supplies is
observed, ;and they pass on tite accounts for
payment by the Government. There is a
supin~ tendent, who is in control, and - thorc
is a steward who takes charge of the out-
side work. Front what I was told in the
Eastern States their opinion of the trouble
experienced it, Western Australia, is that it
has been due to the fact that the Inspector Gien-
eral is also the administrator and inspects
his own work. The Royal Coimmission recomn-
mended that the Inspector General should not
reside in the hospital, that the superintendent
should be in charge, and that the Inspector
General should see to it that the work is car-
ried out -in accordance with the Act. We
have had] dual control, the Inspector General
and the superintendent both administering
the institution. I urge on the Mfinister the
erection of the reception house for patients.
In South Australia one has been erected at
a considerable distance from the Parkside in-
stitution. Dr. Morris said to me in Adelaide,
''Whatever you do, do not build your recep-
tion hospital near the malin institution; for
if you do you will have a stigma cast on a
man who is suffering from some simple tem-
porary derangement of the brain.'' When I
entered Gladesville I was surprised at the con-
ditions. There were no uniforms of any kind.
Some of the women were knitting, while
others were sewing. The doors were all un-
locked. At the head of the stairs was a
fairly large landing, where the night nurse
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could sit and see everything that was going
on. From the top- of a 4f t. dado to the ceiling
was a continuous expanse of leadlights, mak-
ing everything bright and cheerful. All
around the landing were flower stands, and
rages filled with roses. There 'were carpets
osa all time floors. Everything was wade as
cheerful as posible for tle patients. On
enttering the asylumn at Claremont, oa the
other hand, one is struck ontly by the rows of
chronic. eases, the worst to be found any-
where.

'.%r. McCallunm dre-w attentioa to thme state
of the Commsittee.

Quorum feinted,

Ron. W. C. ANUWVIN: The other States
are trying nll they know to cure brain trou-
bles in their incipient stages. We asould en-
deavour to follow their exammaple. I urge thme
Government to immediately provide sonmc of
the conveniences to be found in all the othet
States. In our institution, not only the build-
ings but the very furniture has a tendency,
inset to cure the patients, but to impede their
cure. I trust some of the recommendations of
the Royal Commission will be put into effect.

Mr. MANN: I wish to bring under notice
the work being done by the After-care So-
ciety, a band of ladies and gentlemen who ac-
cept discharged patients, raise funds for their
sustenance, and find suitable emsploymeat for
them.s Tit some istances it is many iveeks
before suitable e-mplovment can be found for
those discharged patients, and, in conse-
quenfc, the society are hard jiut to it to pro-
i-ide the necessary funds. Since the Oovern-
west samtctioned the appointment of this
society, they should provide some funds for
like eatrrying onl of the society's work.

5fr. %fiCALLUAM: I hope the Government
wvill make sonie alteration with regard to this
institution. We ha8ve four Medical mlen alt
Clarenmont. T an advised thsat tite first nsusi-t-
anit, & partiviularly esi-able. offic-er recenltly iij-
pointed, las no fewer than two-thirds of the
patients under his direct charge. Nowher-e
else in the world does an-ything like that
ptrevail, and thsere cank be nly one result:
either the dioctor's health will break dorwn
or lie will lose interest in lais work. It is
impossible for hiisn to do justice to sucs a
nlumber of patients. fin the United States
thme asylunis average 150 patients per doctor,
ansd nowhetre in England or on the Continent
is there a bigger average than 2.50. Yet this
doctor has 700 out of thme 1,100 patientts uin-
der his charge. Tme 'Ins:-ector General's
woark is largely titat of amanagement. There is
no necessity to have a doctor in that position.
It is for a business manl to attend to thme
-ommereial side. Very little medical know-
ledge is required in the poition. The oul:,
saedical work being done is that of isaspertionl
at Whitby and Green Place. The, inemial
ilspection of these places could easily bie car-
ries] out by the loval practitioner. Tme in
spector General ocs-Asonmutl*y goes to Stroni-
ness, but that is a Coan umwu wealth institutiosn

and] the Comnmonwealth Government should
lo~ok after it.

The Colonial Secretary: He performsa duties
there for which the State is paid by the Corn-
snaofth.

Nir. MeCALIJM: Arrangements could be
ma11de for that isispet'tiosi to be done by one
of the local j rai-titioners. It does not justify
the keeping of a medical osan as Inspector
ticaceral. The~~ general management work in
the Eastern, States is done by a secretary, a
l'11in5es kmass. We should not overload the
first asistant with 700 [a.LtieIut,9 and have L
doctor doing the business portion of thle work.
Parliamsent passed an Act providing for a
Insaid and niakiiug thems the head authorities
of time departmtent. 'fheir powers Were to
h~e defined by regulationi, hut to date n~o reg-
ia tion s have been t fralied, It was sa id at the
tine that the decisioa of Parliament was op-
posed to the views of the Inspector General,
who did not want the board. The board have
no defined powers slnd there is a conflict of
authority. Thle board do not know where
they are, and the Inspector General can ig-
nore or override them. By the omnission to
f rame regulations, Parliament has been
flouted. Parliament set up the board and looked
to them to generally supervise the depart-
nleit, and yet the board are practically withi-
out power. Regulations should be framed]
promptly that thle board might ki ow what
authority they have, and inl order to give thoem
the status Parliament intended them to have.
As to allowing patients freedom to get nt
into. the gardens istead of being kept as
prsisoners behind closed walls, we know whaLt
is being (lone in other parts of the world, Can
the 'Minister say whether anl-y nrraugem.'t
wvas made for Dr. Bentley, while inl Englanld.
to visit the inistitutions id submit aI report?

The Colonial Meeretary: .i3ointhing was
mnentioned, and Ibelieve it is his intention
to do0 so.

M.%r. MceCAJLUM%: WVas a definite arrange-
ne-n)t Made?

Thle Co[lniul Secretary: 1 anm not sure.
Mr. McCALLUM: 'It would he a great pity

if we mnissed tme opportnity to get Dr.. Beni-
ley .to learn the latest mnethsods and submit
a report. If it means only time eacst of a
cable, the cost shonld lie inenrred. '

The Colonial Secretary: I slisil look into
that, and if it has not been authorised, T. shall
see that it ig donec.

M.%r. Teesudnle called] attention to thle state
of the Ceomndttco. .

[lost. P. Collier: A useless, latzy, loafing
institution, that is what it i9. What are they
raid for? A luafing gang of go-slows,

M.%r. M.%eCALL1 .%: One Minister here!
lon. P. Collier: If they saw a navvy on

the job straightent Iis ba-k, they-, would talk
about hiin going slow. The Ch~amber is anl
absolute graveyard.

JTlse Speaker resmied the Chair.]

The ElA RA : he mnore any attention
hbss seenl called to thle state of thle ComnmitteeV,
there being no quorum ioreseat.
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-Mr. SPEAKER: Ring the bells.
Eon. P. Collier: Count in the Sergeant-at-

Arms and "Hausard" or you will not be able
to get enough.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the House
and there is a quorum present.

[Mr. Angelo resumed the Chair.]

Mr. MeCALLUM: We bad better lock thie
doors this time. I hope the Minister
will recognise that it is unreasonable
to expect one doctor to attend to 700
patients. The necessary regulations giv-
ing powers to the Board of Visitors should
he framed as soon as possible, so as to give
effect to the intentions of Parliament.

lHon. P. COLLIER: It is w-ell known that
the control of the Lunacy Department has
been the subject of much (liscuossion in Par-
liamient during the past few years, and also
last year the subject of investigation by a
Royal Commission. Whilst making allowance
for the fact that the Minister has not long
been in control of this department, still 1
take it that the officers of the department;
have supplied him writh fairly full notes of
its work. What has been (lone to give effect
to any or all of the recommendations of the
Royal Commissiontl In 1920 Parliament
passed an amendment to the Lunacy Act.
The chief feature of the amending mess.
tire was the reorganisation of the Board of
Visitors. Fronm that feature, it was antici-
pated at the tinme, great improvements would
result. If it is a fact, as stated by the last
speaker, that although the Act was passed two
years ago, no regulations have yet been pro-
inuilgated for the work of the Board of Visi-
tors, it is evidence of scandalous neglect. As
regards the Lunacy Dlepartment, there is at
work some influence which means to defy
Parliament. The Act of 1920 conferred upon
the Board of Visitors very important duties,
so important that if they had been carried
out aq intended by the last Parliament, great
reforms would have been brought about in
the management of the Claremnont institution.
Meetings of the board were to, be held at
regular intervals. The board was empowered
to make regulations for the per-formance of
its business and duties. The board was to visit
the institution at least once in every month,
and also at such other times as the Min-
ister might direct. The boardl wais to report
to the Mfinister after visiting the institution.
Copies of all the reports m-ale to the MAin-
ister by the board were To Nt- laid before
both Houses. So far as T ain aware, there
has not been one copy of ain report made
by this hoard to a Minister presented to the
Assembly since the Act was passed two years
ago. I doa not know whether the board baa
made any reports to the Minister.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes; the reports
regularly reach the 'Minister.

Ban. P. COLLIER: Then there has been a
dereliction of duty somewhere in the depart-
mnent, because copies of such reports have not
been laid before both Houses of Parliament.

The Colonial Secretary: I shall see that
that is dlone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That provision was

seIlly inserted in the Act in order that
Pariaent might know that eftect was given

to its express wishes. Although it is nearly 12
mouths since the Royal Commission reported,
effect has not been given, so far as I1 know,
to any one of the recommendations of the
Commission, except possibly the recommen-
dlation regarding quality and variety of
the diet of the patients. It is time Partin-
Taunt altered its attitude towarid; the Lunacy
Department. We are not sincere with our-
selves Or With the People. Month after month
and ycpr after year Royal Commissions are
appointed, spending much time and trouble
and money in investigating matters affecting
The administration of various departments;
and the Commissions' recommendations are
presently pigeon-holed and nothing at all is
done. Undoubtedly it was the desire of Par-
lianient that somre reforms should follow the
.appointment of the Royal Cosnmission on
Lunacy. I know very well that one of the
chief obstacles in the way of necessary re-
forms in this instance is that a large sum of
mney would be involved in the erection of a
new institution. But assuredly the Cormmin.
sian's recommendations as to structural alter-
ations of the existing institution could be car-
ried out at a very small cost and with great
benefit to the inmrates- In ore instance, it
is merely a matter of knocking out portions
of a partition in order to create a current of
air and thus secure better ventilation in some
of the dormitories. The provision of reran-
(labs would enable the sick Prnd infirm to
sleep outside and secure the benefit of the
fresh air. Quite a lot of the reeomntmendations
hy the Commission would invol.ve alterations
that could be carried out at the cost of a few
hundred pounds. So far as I know, nothing
has been done.

[Mr. Stubbs resumied the Chair.]

The Colonial Secretary: -Something has
been dlone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that alters-
tions have been made regarding the diet, and
the visits of medical officers and so
forth, but nothing has been done in
the way of the alterations suggested by
the Commission. if bon. members read
the report of the Royal Commission they
will find therein statements which should
make the people of this State ashamed of the
nmner in which we treat 1hess unfortunate
people. The Commission said that the in-
stitution wast mzore like a gaol than a hospital.
Throughout the report, there are statements of
that kind. I feel inclined to read the report
through from beginning to end, because it
might serve to make members take serious
notice of the points raised in it, and indue
tus to spend some money in improving the
conditions. I am afraid we are only playing
with our responsibilities. Take this para-
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graph which appears in the Commission's
report:-

The conditions which now prevail at
Claremont cannot conduce to the best in-
terests of the patients towards recovery-
its large barrack rooms, baicly and badly
furnished, its prison-like cohditions unde~r
continually locked doors, are in great con-
trast with institutions in other States of
the Commonwiealth, and on,- cannot be sur-
prised at thle statement (if the Inspector
Geaeral in evidence that ''we have practic-
lly had no new furniture for 14 years. I
oni ashamed to take people through nay
wards. The furniture is; dwindling awity;
once it is soiaslod, it is' not replaced.''
These conditions4 should be altered ivs curlY
as possible.

A summary of the r.-omrmeudations
is attached to the reloit, the reasons
ill support of thle rocommenslations
appearing in other inflions; or the report.
Vndler the bitt heading of "'Aci-onmorltion,''
the Commission recommend the establishment
of a reception house or acute mental hios-
pital. The member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) has already dealt
with that matter at length. This will in-
volve the eilpenditnre of some money in
bnildings, hut when it is remembered that
something like 35 per cent. of those who go
to the reception houises in the Eastern States
unever go into the Asylum, bitt recover their
health, we most realise the importance of this
institution. The Commission also recommend
that additions and alterations to the Clare-
moat Hospital for the Insane should be car-
-ried out to cope with overcrowding by means
of the erection of a nurses' home, the con-
version of the existing nurses' quarters; into
a new female ward, and the conversion of
workshops into a mnale ward.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a beautiful
iitone building.

flon. P. COLLIER: It is wasted as a
workshop, and with the alteration suggested,
which would involve very small expenditure,
it could be put to greater use in the inter-
ests of the patients. The Commission also
recommended the remodelling of the kitchen
block, nil the conversion of the isolation
block into wards for imbecile children and the
,iorovision of additional pavilions, the crea-
tion of new reception wards and the erection
of verandahs. In a climate sxieh 'as -we have
here, provision should be made for sleeping
out of doors. When we remember that the
whole institution Is scandalously overcrowded,
wre must realise that thei-e is the greater
need for provition being made for verandahs
nd so forth. These alterations will not in-

volve the expenditure of much money.
11r Corboy drew attention to the state of

the Committee.
Quorum. formed.
Hon. P. CO)TAJEIF: Another recomimenda-

tion of the Comnlipsion which might well he
carried out is the provision of better ventila-
tion in the wards. Then there are the eree-

tion of a baker's oven, thle extension of cer-
tamn buildialis, the increasing of the size of
the airing court at X block, the alteration
of doors to single rooms, the removal of divi-
sional walls in the airing courts, revision of
the administrative system onl the lines of
South Australian legislation, and the im-
provemnt of the dietary scale. The Com-
mission madie strong comments on the dietary
scale, and declared that it was never varied.
I vaderstand an impr-ovement has been
effected in that respect, is it the intention of
the 'Minister to go into these questions?
Tihus far he has not hart much time, I admit,
but unless; tie matter be taken in hand by a
Ministvr 'determined to improve the condi-
tions that have prevailed, nothing whatever
ivill hie dlone. We hav-e pr-oof of that in the
fact that the board upon which Parliament
i-dit-cl to effec-t improvements at the institu-
tion have sn far failed. I believe a policy
(of piassive resistuac(. has been adopted by
those ill Control of the institution. The
broardl are not to h'e permitted to carry out
the reforms which Parliament expected of
tlhEmn. The ComnuiNRiOn also recommended a
small amendmient of thle Act. It is not too
late in the session even now to bring down
the necgsairy Bill. 'Under the heading of

"Overcrowding" thle hoard say that on the
original cubic capacity basis the Inspector
General calculates that there are in the in-
stitution :137 patients too nmnny. Even on a
greatly improved cubic capacity basis, it ap-
pears thtere aire 270 patients too many. It is
ana ajbialling reflection on everyone of us
that we permit thepse thingq. I admit that
this particli reform involves a large ex-
penditure. Put niumerous improvements could
lie made on a very sinall expenditure. Every-
thing that can be donc' with the present in-
sqtitution, sihort of thle expenditure of a lrge
R111m of money, ought to he done and done
ininediatuly. The Commission does not re-
commend the erection of an entirely new
iinstitution, thle view takcen being that if effect
were given to the rec-ommendations made, it
would he sufficient for some time to come.
T kanow that is not the view of those in auth-
ority, who have been looking around for sites
and having plans prepared for new buildings.
However, I am afraid that, in viewy of the
present cost of building, if we do not attempt
to improve the existing buildings nothing
will be done for many years to comet. I took
great interest in the Bill of 1920. There ]had
been mnul cl issatisfaction in Parliament for
some yoars prior to the introduction of that
Bill. I felt Lconvinccd that the Bill, if it
were earnestly administered, would go a long
way towards some Luesuire of reform. But
we learn thnt after two years the regula-
tions governing the hoard's functions have
not been framed, and find that although the
Act stipulates that copies of their reports and
recommnendations shaill be presented to Par-
liament, not one such conly has been so pre-
sented. f hope that will be remedied and
that, further, the 'Miriiqter will have copies
of all past reports laid on the Table.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I regret
these reports have not been placed on the
Table. I must take the blame for that. 'They
have come along, and I have perused them .
In res-ect of the recommendations of the
Comnuission, the recent appointment of two
additional doctors will make a good deal
of difference down there. Provision has been
made for a slightly more liberal dietary
Scale. The After-eiarn Society hals been
formed, and there is on the Estimates an item
of £100 for the assistance of its work.
The sites for the proposed reception home and
convalescent home have been inspected, but
there will be a good deal of difficulty in
arriving at a decision. There is a Class '' A''I
reserve which I think offers the best site,
and I hope that if it is finally rcomm~endled,
mtembers wjill Sanction its tis for th ]pur-
pose. flutter shows all increase and mar-
garine a corresponding reduction. It is in-
tended to use butter so soon. as tile price
diops sufficiently to warrant it. The recoin-
'nindations of the Royal Commission have
received at least sonie ronsileratie,,, but it
is difficult in the restricted time at one's dis-
posal to do everything. I am looking forward
to the rising of Parliament when these mat-
ters will be attended to so far as opportunity
and ability permit.

Mr. McCallumn: This has hung fire for
three years.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Everyone
is sympathetic towards the inmates of this
insltitution. I have also visited Jandakot
where it is proposed to establish something
in the nature of a home farm.

Item, Tnspector General of Insane and In-
ebriates, £.852:

lon. P. COLLIER: I an, quite satisfied
that the reason g-eater improvement has not
been effected in the management of this in-
stitution is because of the hostility of the
Inspector General. There can be no question
about that. For years the Inspector General
has resisted with all his power any alteration
in the old management of the institution.
He wvas opposed to the amending Act, He
was opeosed to anything which would alter
the conditions which have prevailed in the
management of the institution for so manny
years. The principal feature of the Act of
1920 was the apnointmcnt of a visiting board.
There has always been a board of visitors,
but the duties and powers of the board were
greatly enlarged by the Amending Act. It
was the deliberate intention of Parliament
to give the board very great powers, believ-
iner that it would lead to a necessary improve-
nment in the management of the institution.
Section 9.5 deals with the powers and duties
of the board and paragraph (g) of Sub-
clause 1 rends-

The board mar give Instructions to the
Inspector General as to the management ofthe institution otherwise than in regard to
medical treatment of patients but Subject
to regulations.

bsefore the hoard can proceed to give effect
to that paragraph it is neessary to have
regulations framed and adlopted. Thesie
regulations havel not yet been framed; con-
sequently, that portion of tile Act has heemi
a dead letter. The board have not been able
to do what Parliament aurthorised and in-
tended they should doa, and they are not iL

a piositioni to day to give instructions to the
Inslptctor General. The board cannot frame
the regulations. This is not a matter for the
board. The board may make regulations
go'ernsing their own movements and pro-
cedlure, but the regulations which would en-
atl the board to M-ie instructions as to th
management of the institution can only be
made by the Minister. 1 want to know
whether the Minister will have the necessary
regulations preprd and gazetted at the
earliest possible moment to cnable the board
to function as Parliament intended it should
do. flow long is Parliament going to sub-
mit to the obstinate dictatorial attitude of
the officer in charge of the institution?
After exercising all his power and influence
to prevent these provisions being passed, and
after having been defeated, he has attained
his purpose evidently by influencing the M.in-
ister or those in charge to such an extent
that on regnlations have yet been promul-
gated. The whole crux of the matter is that
under the Act the board may give instructions
to the Inspector General with regard to the
management. We do not require a highly
trained meodical officer drawing a big salary
and spending his time attending to details of
the management of the institution, buying
bread and ordering tea and milk and sugar
and seeing that the pigs are fed. That is not
wvork for a trained medical man. It w-as in
order that the Inspector General might be
relieved of that work and that such work
might be take,, over or supervised to sonme
extent by the board that the Amending Act
was passed. But the Inspector General goes
on attending to the buying of tea and bread
and milk aind things of that kind.

Mr. Mean: The board have been doing a
good deal.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have not been
doing all Parliament intended they shoullI do
or all that the Act says they should do,
.simply because of the absence of regulations.
Under paragraph 8 of Section 7 it will be
necessary for the 'Minister to frame regula-
tions enabling the board to give instruc-
tions. This Committee should mark its dis-
approval of the manner in which things
have been going on by reducing the item on
the Estimates. It is intolerable that Parlia-
mnent should be defied year after year by a
highly placed officer who has certain powers,
and who apparently is able to influence
'Ministers and others to prevent the will of
Parliament being carried out. That is what
lhas actually happened.

The Colonial Secretary: I bave not seen
any indication of that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not suppose the
prcsent Minister has yet had opportunity to
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irccore thoroughly informed regarding the
mnany departments within the scope of the
Colonial Secretary. There are too many do-
poartinenta under the Colonial-Seeretary, and
they are so varied in mature as to call for at
diversity of experience impossible for any
one. man to possess. It would take any man
twou or three Years even to become reasOn-
:bL~y acquainted with the ramifications of all
tile departments under thle control of thle
Colonial Secretary. If the 'Minister will
tarefully observe the operations of the
Lunacy Department, lie must tome to the
conclusion that the Claremont institution is
riot being admtinistered so well as it might
be). J ask him to take particular note of the
need for framing the regulations which will
enable the boardI to carry nut their duties
:es intended by Parliament.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN. Undoubtedly Par-
Unament intended that the board should
advise regarding the administration of thi:
Claremont hospital, of course outside the
trcatment of thle patients. The select com-
wittee recommended that there should be a
board of management, but the Minister of
the day did not agree with that. Af ter
niuch discussion in this Chamber the Min-
ister accepted an amendment giving the
board power to make recommendations as
to administration, but thought it should be
done under regulations. The provision in
question, however, has remained a dead
letter.

Hon. P. Collier: A scandalous thing

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: Unfortunately thle
Act vests the power to visit only in the
board, and not in members of the board
ir-dividnally. The Royal Commission recoin-
meWnded an alteration in that respect. As it
is, no member of the beard can pay a sur-
prise visit., I do not say that a member of
the board, if hie visited the institultion by
bimself, would not he allowed to inspect it;
bill individually, members of the hoard have
not the right which Parliament intended
tl'cy should have. The Royal Commission's
report was fairly Strong as to neither the
Tiispector Genera;l nor the Superintendent
paying enough surprise visits to the wards;
and that was the opinion not only of the
lay members of the Commission, but also
of the expert. It appeared that neither of
tlhose two officrs visited a ward at night
except very rarely. The expert member of
the Commission statedI that, in his opinion,
it is urgenltly necessary for a medical officer
to be in the ward at night occasionally in
crder that he may understand the condition
of the patients. Further, the Commission
found that thle medical officers rarely visited
the wards at meal timeq, or that this was
?onne in merely a perfunctory manner. The
expert member of the Commission recom-
mended that the wards should be frequently
visited by the medical officers at meal times
in order that the diet of the patients might
be supervised. The Board of Visitors attend
at the instit't ion fortnigbtly, because they
cannot inspe t the whole institution in aL

day. Individually they' have no power to
pa~y surprise visits, and an alteration is
recommended by the Royal Commission in
t]7ut respect, so that inclividudal members4
ni ight visit the institution officially. I think
hitar. members will agree that the board
should have power to assist in the adrria-
isi ration. J a that respect their hands ara
conmpletely tied1 although they were ap-
j.t-inted two years back. Thle Act empowers
the board to make n-ncomme ndat ions to the
'Linistcr as to alteration of regulations. If
thre regulations arc not so framed as to
vihnit of tire beard's work being carried out
in a lroper nmanner, the board can recoint.
mw-nd alterations. However, no regulations
wvhstever have been framed. At the time
of the passing of the Act this House was
told dlefinitely that reguilations would be
itamed permitting the board to take part in
the administration. In South Australia
there is a statutory h oard which administers.
It consisits o f the South Australi an Inspector
Gerreral amid two other members, who are
paid. Onl the other hand, the visitors are
nor paid in South Australia. Those who
lu-ow that State are aware that Dr. Morris
has made a wonderful change in the treat-
menat of the patients. He has made the
lustitution much brighter than it was previ-
ously. Formerly Path side was in the centre
of a large group of pine trees, and a miser-
r.bly dark-looking place. Dr. Morris had the
pine trees removed and replaced by gardens,
of which the patients avail themselves.
Iti the Claremont ir'stitution the patients
:,re kept between brick walls at the back.
At Callan Park, the only divisions between
the patients comprise open iron fences with
spaces of 6in. between the cross wires. The
patients can talk to each other through the
fence. There are no brick walls, such ais we
see at C'laremnont. The new hospital outside
Heidelberg has been constructed on ain en-
tirely opposite principle from that of our
own asylum. There the medical officer can
stand on his verandah and see all the patients
about him. When speaking to the superin-
tendent, I said: "I7 cannot understand your
institution here at all. If you go into some
wards at Claremont, instead of being amongst
human beings, it is like going amongst wild
beasts w-.ho run around you and shout at the
top of their voices. One has to look out that
he does not get a blow. Why are your pati-
ents here so much quieter than those in West-
ern Australia,"' The superintendent replied:.
"I know roar institution in Western Aus-
tralia, and I put this to you: If you were
confined for six moiinths inside four brick
walls, would you be normal?" There is no
doubt that our system is detrimental to the
patients. The regulations contemplated un-
der the legislation passed by' this House,
should be framed. We have a man on the
board of vi'itors who ha-s wade a great study
of lunacy questiouns. He has travelled the
world over and has visited all the big institu-
tions in Europe and America. He did that
at his own expense, and reported to the Gov-
ernment on the result of his inquiries. I anm
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confident he will be of great assistance to the
authorities if power is given to bin and the
other members of the board to carry out the
desires of Parliament. Unfortunately, their
hands are tied now just as they were before
the amending legislation was agreed to, ex-
cept as regards the patients. I hope tile 'Min.
ister will see that the regulations are framned
-is soon as possible. All the brains are not
to be found in one man, and if several men
who take a deep interest in the question are
able to advise the 'Minister on matters of ad-
ministration as well, bettor results will be
achieved. Every mecmber is anxious to see
an improvement in connection with these uin-
fortunate people and, if possible, cures effec-
ted.

Hoa. P. Collier: When we appointed the
Royal Commission we thought we were doing
something.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The then Minister
fought very strongly against the board of
control at that tine. In fact, I am confident
that the state of the House was such that if
the Minister had not agreed to deal with this
point in the regulations, the House would
have stated definitely in the Bill that the
hoard should take part in the administration
of the institution. The Minister found it necs-
sary to adjourn the debate to consider the
position. No regulations, however, have been
framned, and, therefore, the Act has been
voided. The board cannot put forward any
recommendations to the Gov-ernment regard-
ig the ndininistration of the institution.

Mr. 'V(ALLIM: The Minister las a very
coimfpetenit board of nien and women who have
spent a lot of time disinterestedly in connec-
tion with this work. These people will not be
conitent to continue their job 3'ear after year,
without knowing whet their authority really
is. At Jpresent they- are working under an
.%ct which provides for regulations to be
framed defining their powers end authority.
That has not been done and the board can
merely report to the Minister on ordinary
'happenings at the institution. The Minister
has put up the plea that lie is new to office
and has only seven days in the week. He
should remember that two years have passed
since this matter was dealt with, and there is
n officer who has drawn £850 per year since
then, who should have moved in that direction
for the Minister.

The Colonial Secretary: It has been pointed
out that it is not that officer's duty to do so.

Mr. MeCALLIJMt: Surely it is his duty to
-recommend to the Minister what should be
done. Is this officer to be allowed to draw
his salary for two years without knowing
what his authority really is and without as-
sisting the M.inister to deal with these mat-
ters? He should have pointed out this phase
of the question to the Minister and helped to
have the regulations framned.

Hon. P. Collier: He was hostile to the
board; he hated the board and the powers
to be given to them. Hre has defied Parlia-
imeet, or someone else has.

Mr. MNCCALLLrM: It was commton know-
ledge at the time that the Inspector General
of the Iisatne was opposed to a new law being
passed. It was generally known that he was
against the appointment of the board. He
has been able to get behind the decision of
Parliament and flout the House by niot having
the regiflations framed and put into force.
The Act goes further than has been indicated.
The board cannot oven do the work it should
carry out in eonniection with ths,_patients,
munch less respecting the institution generallyr,
until the regulations are framed. I remem-
ber rending somewhere that, on a previous
occasion, advice wans given to the Minister
that if hie was to be successful in his job, he
would have to keep a stiff upper lip. I wish
to repeat that advice.

The Colonial Secretary: It is not required
any more now than it was then.

Hon. P. Collier: You will find it is neces-
sary to have a stiff upper lip in order to Con-
trol this institution before you are finished
with it.

Mr. MeCIALLUM: If the regulations are
fr-amed and the board is to carry on the work
as Parliameont intended should be done, the
Minister will require a stiff upper lip.

The Colonial Secretary: I hope that is said
in the same tone and with the same touch
of gentle htmiiour as the former statement
regardling ALy stiff upper lip.

Mr. McfCA4LL tIM: There is no humour in
u-lit I ain snggesting. I know the will that
is behind this ofilcer, and if lie can flout the
Minister, hie will do so. He has done that for
two years.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, for mnany years.
Mr. McCALLUM: If Parliament is to say

that one0 man can flout the will of the people,
and set the authority of Parliament aside,
what is to be the position in the end? I
hope tho Minister, Will insist 'upon these
regulations being framned early, so that the
board shall have clearly. defined power. The
hoard members are thoroughly competent,
and keenly interested in their work. It is
not easy to discover what the work of the
Inspector General is. Until recently, he did
the buying for the institution, but now it is
done by the Government Stores. In any case,
it is not a job for a doctor, to be managing
the institution, and attending to the Comn-
nercial aide. That should be for a business
m an. There are four medical men down
there, yet a young doctor is left in charge of
710 patients. What does the Inspector
General do? Apparently he plays golf all
day.

Eon. P. Collier: A man with a Govern-
ment motor car can always put in his time
agreeably.

Mr. McCALLUM: When the Minister
starts out for reform, he will find obstinate
opposition in the Inspector General. Why
have the board been allowed to go on for two
years without knowing where they are, and
with the Inspector General carrying out
functions which it was intended the hoard
should performI

1W
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- I will
look into this question forthwith. If Par-
liament gave certain instruction6, those in.
structionis must he carried out. I should be
sorry to find that the circumstances justified
the opinions expressed by t:.e hon. member.
There has bcen nothing to indicate a lack
of regard ort tire part of the officer in qjues-
tion. However, I assure the hon. member
that the positimn will be ohed into.

Hon. Pt COLLIER: The difficulty is that
the Mfinister is new, not only to the depart-
ment, hut to Parliament also. The manage-
ment of this institution baa a bitory which
ante-dates the "Minister 's advent in the House,
and, consequently, he has not a personal
knowledge of what has taken place in Par-
liament during the past four or five years.
Prior to the last elections, when the Mfinister
was returned, the control and management
of this institution were the subject of long
and warm debates, session after session. It
ended in the Bill of 1920. The temper of
Parliament had become exhausted. Notwith-
standing continual protests, the Titspeetor
General had suceedted in resisting the desire
of the House for improvement. When the
Bil1l of 1920 was going through, the Inspector
General was always about here in the corri-
doss. One night he said he would damn well
see to it that the board did not have any
power. That was the attitude of the In-
spector General. If Parliament bad had any
idea of what was going to happen, the powers
of the board would have been clearly
defined in the Act, instead of being left to be
fired by regulation. If t1'e Minister who was
in office then were controlling the department
to-day, and the position no better than it is,
I should not be prepared to allow this item
to be pagsed at all. However. th, Present
Minister cannot be held responsible. The
only way in which the House will et an
alteration will be by striking out the item Of
the Inspector General. There is a superinten-
dent, who can mannge the institution much
more satisfactorily than it is being mnanaged
at present. The only thing for the Commyittee
to do is to take the matter into its own hands,
and st-ike out the item. Tn fact I move-

That the item be struck out.
I do not feel assured that the Minister will
effedt the necessary alteration during the
next twelve months. If I am in the House
next year, when we reach the Estimates of
this derartment, If the same state of affairs
obtains. T will certainly do all I can to pre-
'vent the Estimates getting through.

TIn' COLONTAL SECRETARY: I hope
the Leader of the Opposition will withdraw
his motion, end at least give me an oppor-
tunity to carry into effect the promise I have
made.

Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.
Vote-Observatory, £1,957:
Mr. LUTEY: I move-

That the vote be struck out.

This dlivision comes up year after year. WeL
lan-c debated it ninny times aad two years %go
P1 motion to strike it out was almost carried.
Only the able advocacy of the member for
Kanuwna saved it. This institution should

ba charge on the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent. 'So long as the State continues to payV
for it, the ( oninonwcalth will do nothing in
the niatter. I believe representations have
heca made to the Commonwealth, b~t still the
State is burdened with the expense.

Mr. 1.AM BERT: This is one of the things
wve should insist on the Federal authorities
taking over at once. The prosent financial
podtion of the State does not warrant ut.
spending this sum on an abs~tract science.

Hon. P. Collier: Abstract! It is one of
the ern-t sciences.

Mr. LAMBERT: But from the State point
of view it serves no practical purpose. An
observatory is all very nice for a country that
can afford it, but for d struggling State in
the infancy of iti development to be saddled
with such an institution is scandalous. It is
our duty to tell the Federal Government that
we are not going to continue it or to permitt
theem to dodge their obligitions any longer.
The sooner we assert our authority, the sooner
shall we get something like a fair deal from
the Federal Government. The Premier should
be courageous enough to say that we can do
ivithout this institution.

The Minister for Agriculture: This institu-
tion?

Mr. LAMBERT: I was not referring to
Parliament. If the interest shown in the
work here to-night is indicative of the value
of Parliament, the sooner it is done away with,
the better. If it were not for the consistent
attendance of members of the Opposition,
Parliament would be a laughing stock and a
disgrace. The Commonwealth should be made
to recognise their obligations regarding the
Observatory.

Hon. P. Collier: Unfortunately they will
not pay.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then we should close up
the institution. If wve had a good agricul-
tural chemist and laboratory in the Observa-
tory buildings, much more useful work would
he accomplished than by star gazing. The
Observatory is an nnnecessary service to the
State.

lion. W. C. Angwin: The amount would
settle two men every year under group condi-
tions.

MNr. LAMBERIT: Yes, and feed a lot of
mouths that are unfed to-day. 'While there is
a hue and cry about expenditure on education
and for the relief of the sick, the Observatory
is apparently to be inmmune from any financial
reform. It is an institution that the Federal
Government should keep up. 'We should say
to them, ''There is the Observatory and equip-
meat; take the institution over and run it,
if you will, with your meteorological branch;
this State will not run it any longer." We
can spend the £1,600 involved with much more
advantage in various other directions. I hope
the Premier will focus his practical mind on
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the Observatory. I support the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe.

Mr. LUTEY: I hoped for some pronounce-
myent from the Government on this rote. Have
they been making serious representations to
the C'ommonwealth as to the taking over of
the Observatory? In the present temper of
the Committee the amount seemls likely to he
struck out. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle has pointed out that half the amount
of the vote baa already been sqpeilt, and there-
fore my better course would be to move the
disallowance of only the other half. I ask
leave to withdraw myv auseudmesit.

Amnudment by lean- withdratwn.
Ur. tt'TEY: I now mnove-

That the vote be reduced by £900.
The Observatory goes oil year after year,
Without aIny Attempt byv the flovernment to
bring the Federal authorities up to their
responsibilities. Mfembers o-n the other side
of the Chamber bare sr-pressed themselves
freely regarding the institntion.

M.LAMBER'P: It is quite pardonable
that at this hour the Committee should be in
no mood to discuss this vote, If hon. mem-
bers were to peruse the last two or three re-
ports of the Government Astronomer, it would
be- enough to put the cap on any question
as to the usefulness of the institu-
tion. Mr. Curlewis has been directing
his activities towards such subjects as pre-
diction of tides at Port Iledland for 1922,
meridiawal observation, standard stars, tran-
sit instruments, time service, and the 125th
sneridia is The Committee should malke a
serious attempt to deal with this matter and
we should get the Federal Government to
shoulder their responsibilities. t suggest that
the Premier should make representations to
the Federal Government and offer them the
use of the Observatory buildings, where the
Commonwealth meteorological work could be
carried out at a saving of hundreds of pounds
a year ilk rentals. I hope the Committee will
support the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes 8..

-Noes .- . .. 17

Majority against - 9

Air. Angwln
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Lamnbert
Mr. Later

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Collier
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Latbain
Mr. a. 0. Maley
Mr. H. K. Maley

[S3J

Arcs.
Mr. MeCal
Mr. Mensli
Mr. Wilpor
Mr. Corhoy

floss.
Mr. Mann
Sir James
Mr. Samp
Mr. Scadda
Mr. Tend
Mr. J. Th~
'Mr. raden
Mr. Nfuli

lain

AinenfimeA thus negatived.

Veoto put and passed.

Vote--State Children and Outdoor Relief,
E95,466:

Ron. P. COLLIER: While we exercise our
right to criticise Government departments,
we should give a word of praise when it is
due. The State has much to be proud of re-
gardling the wvay it looks after its neglected
children. The total vote for the Charities
Department is £E95,000, which is a large sum.

Nowil4taudiug that fact I am pleased to
oee that no reduction has been provided, but,
on the other hand, an increase of nearly
£2,000 hars been provided. No State in the
C'ommonwealth takes greater care of its child-
ren and women with children dependent upona
them than does Western Australia. The num-
ber of children under the control -of the de-
partment and chargeable to public funds Ofl
the B0th Junje thug year, was 1,302, a decrease
of 108 compared with the previous year.
The department is also supervising 305 child-
ren placed out on probation with relatives
hut not chargeable to the State. The number
of children with mothers who are receiving
monetary assistance, not committed to the
care of the department through the Children's
Court, us 2,016, The number during the
previous year was 2,092. The number of
children boarded out on subsidy to the 30th
June last was 586, a, decrease of 49 con-
pared with the previous year. I notice that
under timv aegis of the department 500 odd
adoptions have been arranged and 48 were
adopted for the year just closed. The depart-
mental report says that the f oster-mothers are
t,) be, congratulated on their loving care and
attention sluring the year, and that the low
death-rate constitutes a striking testimony to
their motherly instincts. The rates of pay-
meat are set out, showing special rates for
special eakses. The final conclusions of the
report ire Very gratifying-

The outstanding features of the year's
operations are a further reduction in the
niumber of children committed by the
Children 'a Court and chargeable to the
State, and a decrease in the mortality rate
of children boarded out, constituIting a re-
cord for Australia; the low death-rate of
children placed out wvith licensed foster-
mothers, paidl for privately. The rate for
tile year was the lowest since the depart-
went was established.

That is very gratifying indeed. Although I
(Teller) have found on many occasions that the de-

partment has not granted the measure of
assistance which I could bare liked, still I
reognise that it was owing to the financial

Mitchell exigencies of the State. If members wouldl
on go down to the Charities Dlepartment andi
1n sit there for an hour or two, noting the nuim-
alie her of ca-ses of women and child ren, theyr
on would see that the officers of the department

Prood are simply wonderful in their patience andi
my s-;xipnthy with those with whom they have to
(Teler.) dalR. C ertainly thiis department is doing
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,splendid work. It has fathered thousands
-of children, many of whom will no doubt
grow into useful citizens. They will have
,eause to be thankful for the care bestowed
on them by the officers of the department,
and to be grateful for the manner in which
the State has cme to their relief. I have
much pleasure in congratulating the officers,
the Minister, and everybody associated with
-the administration of the department.

Mr. MUXSIE: I wish to supplement the
remarks made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Western Australia should be proud of
-the department. T congratulate the depart-
meaut on the selection of its foster-mothers.
It would be a revelation to members to Bee
the homes in which the hoarded-out children
have been, placed. I have nothing but prids
for lice lady inspectors who exanmine the
homes before they permit the children to go
to then,. I should be lacking in my duty if
IT did not testify to the work the department
is doug.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An important re-
port such as this of the Charities Depart-
inent should be printed and distributed, even
to the other States. As it is, we get merely

:8 typewritten copy, which very few can secure.
The report is not lengthy, and it is highly
important, showing as it does what the State
is doing for the assistance of the children.
I hope the Government will have the report
-printed.

Vote put and passed.

On motion by Hoe,. W. C. Angwin, progress
reported.

House adjourned at 11.46 a.m. (Friday).

2Lcgietative Council,
Tu'esday. 21st November, 1920.

,Questions, Police Department, inspectors..
Industrial. 48 hours weekly..... ...
Espemace Northwards asy ..

Dula. Pensioners (Rates Exemption). as.
Petarig Act Amendment, report ..
Licensing Act Amendment, Cent. .

PAOZ
1648
168
1848
1649
1649
1649

The President took the Chair at 4.30 pin.,
-and read prayer*.

QUEST m0N-POLICE DEPARTMENT,
INSPECTORS.

Hon. F. A. EAGLIN asked the Minister
for Edue-ation: 1, How aman, inspectors are
-acre in the Police Department? 2. What are

their flames, ages, salaries, and their length
of service! 3, What is the retiring age for
police inspectors?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied; 1, Twelve. 2, Name, age, salary and
length of service: thief Inspector McKenna,
69, £545, 48 years 10 months; Inspector Sel-
lenger, 59, £420, 38 years 4 months; Inspector
Duncan, 60, £420, 80 years 5 months; In-
specter Mtchell, 60, £420, 35 years; Inspector
Houlahan, 60, £4*20, 41 years; Inspector
Walsh, 60, F,380, 31 years; Inspector O'Hal-
loran, 5-5, £39f5, 34 years; Inspector Condon,
60, £380, 36 years; Inspector Treadlgold, 43,
£380, 19 years 5 mioths; 'Inspector Simpson,
55, £330, 84 years; Inspector J. Smith, 55,
£E380, 29 Years; Inspector Spedding-Snxithi,
49, £380, 283 years; Inspector Barry, 52, £380,
28 years. 2, Thme Police regulations provide
that the retiring age of members of the force
shall be 60 years, subject to the Minister en
the report of the Commissioner allowing any
member to remailn in is position until other-
wise decided.

QUESTIO-N-INZDUSTRIAL, 48 HOURS
WEEK.

Hon. G. W. MILES asked the Miaister for
Education: 1, Have the Government lodged
applications in the State Court of Arbitration
for an award of 48 hours in respect of (a)
Engineering employees in the Water Supply
and Public Works Departments; (b) Water
supply, sewerage, and drainage employees;
(o) flock, river, and harbour employees; (d)
Etngine-drivers and firemen; (e) Plumbers,
carpenters and joiners, painters, shipwrighits,
and survey hands? 2, (a) Has the Minister
for Trading Concerns made application to the
State court for ant award against the Amalga-
mated Society of Engineers; Ch) If not,
what is the reason for the Minister for Trad-
ing Concerns not citing the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers?9

The N1NSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, (a) No; (b) Because of
proceedings in the Federal Arbitration Court
and the pending appeal to the Privy Council.

QUESTlON-ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RAILWAY.

Ho,,. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. J. W.
Kirwan) asked the Minister for Education:
What progress has been made with the eon-
struetion of the Esperauce Northwvards rail-
wIay since the Miunister made his statement in
this Chamber on the 26th October last

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Eight miles of rails and 3,000 sleep-
ers delivered at Esperance. Arrangements
eonmjleted for transport of some of the
necessary trucks, and practically finalised for
despatch this month of locomotive; this latter
has been difficult by reason of few vessels
.available suitable for the purpose.


